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Nat’l Highway Traffic Safety Admin., DOT § 571.214 

[44 FR 72147, Dec. 13, 1979] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER citations affecting § 571.213, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected in the Finding Aids section of this volume. 

§ 571.214 Standard No. 214; Side im-
pact protection. 

S1. Scope and purpose. 
(a) Scope. This standard specifies per-

formance requirements for protection 
of occupants in side impact crashes. 

(b) Purpose. The purpose of this 
standard is to reduce the risk of seri-
ous and fatal injury to occupants of 
passenger cars, multipurpose passenger 
vehicles, trucks and buses in side im-
pact crashes by specifying vehicle 
crashworthiness requirements in terms 
of accelerations measured on 
anthropomorphic dummies in test 
crashes, by specifying strength require-
ments for side doors, and by other 
means. 

S2. This standard applies to— 
(a) Passenger cars; 
(b) Effective September 1, 1993, sec-

tions S3(a), S3(e), S3.1 through S3.2.3, 
and S4 of the standard apply to multi-
purpose passenger vehicles, trucks, and 
buses with a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or 
less, except for walk-in vans; and 

(c) Effective September 1, 1998, sec-
tions S3(f) and S5 of the standard apply 
to multipurpose passenger vehicles, 

trucks and buses with a GVWR of 6,000 
pounds or less, except for walk-in vans, 
motor homes, tow trucks, dump 
trucks, ambulances and other emer-
gency rescue/medical vehicles (includ-
ing vehicles with fire-fighting equip-
ment), vehicles equipped with wheel-
chair lifts, and vehicles which have no 
doors or exclusively have doors that 
are designed to be easily attached or 
removed so the vehicle can be operated 
without doors. 

S2.1 Definitions. 
Contoured means, with respect to a 

door, that the lower portion of its front 
or rear edge is curved upward, typi-
cally to conform to a wheel well. 

Double side doors means a pair of 
hinged doors with the lock and latch 
mechanisms located where the door 
lips overlap. 

Walk-in van means a van in which a 
person can enter the occupant com-
partment in an upright position. 

S3. Requirements. (a)(1) Except as pro-
vided in section S3(e), each passenger 
car shall be able to meet the require-
ments of either, at the manufacturer’s 
option, S3.1 or S3.2, when any of its 
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