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(e) Office of Communications and Con-
gressional Affairs. Directed by an Asso-
ciate Administrator for Communica-
tions and Congressional Affairs, this
office is the agency’s lead office for
media relations, public affairs, and
Congressional relations, providing
quick response support to the agency,
the public, and Members of Congress on
a daily basis. The office distributes in-
formation about FTA programs and
policies to the public, the transit in-
dustry, and other interested parties
through a variety of media. This office
also coordinates the Administrator’s
public appearances and is responsible
for managing correspondence and other
information directed to and issued by
the Administrator and Deputy Admin-
istrator.

(f) Office of Planning and Environment.
Directed by an Associate Adminis-
trator for Planning and Development,
this office administers a national pro-
gram of planning assistance that pro-
vides funding, guidance, and technical
support to State and local transpor-
tation agencies. In partnership with
the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), this office oversees a national
program of planning assistance and
certification of metropolitan and state-
wide planning organizations, imple-
mented by FTA Regional Offices and
FHWA Divisional Offices. The office
provides national guidance and tech-
nical support in emphasis areas includ-
ing planning capacity building, finan-
cial planning, transit oriented develop-
ment, joint development, project cost
estimation, travel demand forecasting,
and other technical areas. This office
also oversees the Federal environ-
mental review process as it applies to
transit projects throughout the coun-
try, including implementation of the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), the Clean Air Act, and related
laws and regulations. The office pro-
vides national guidance and oversight
of planning and project development
for proposed major transit capital fixed
guideway projects, commonly referred
to as the New Starts program. In addi-
tion, this office is responsible for the
evaluation and rating of proposed
projects based on a set of statutory cri-
teria, and applies these ratings as
input to the Annual New Starts Report

§601.4

and funding recommendations sub-
mitted to Congress, as well as for FTA
approval required for projects to ad-
vance into preliminary engineering,
final design, and full funding grant
agreements.

(g) Office of Program Management. Di-
rected by an Associate Administrator
for Program Management, this office
administers a national program of cap-
ital and operating assistance by man-
aging financial and technical resources
and by directing program implementa-
tion. The office coordinates all grantee
directed guidance, in the form of circu-
lars and other communications, devel-
ops and distributes procedures and pro-
gram guidance to assist the field staff
in grant program administration and
fosters responsible stewardship of Fed-
eral transit resources by facilitating
and assuring consistent grant develop-
ment and implementation nationwide
(Statutory, Formula, Discretionary
and Earmarks). This office manages
the oversight program for agency for-
mula grant programs and provides na-
tional expertise and direction in the
areas of capital construction, rolling
stock, and risk assessment techniques.
It also assists the transit industry and
State and local authorities in pro-
viding high levels of safety and secu-
rity for transit passengers and employ-
ees through technical assistance, train-
ing, public awareness, drug and alcohol
testing and state safety oversight.

(h) Office of Research, Demonstration,
and Innovation. Directed by an Asso-
ciate Administrator for Research,
Demonstration and Innovation, this of-
fice provides transit industry leader-
ship in delivery of solutions that im-
prove public transportation. The office
undertakes research, development, and
demonstration projects that help to in-
crease ridership; improve capital and
operating efficiencies; enhance safety
and emergency preparedness; and bet-
ter protect the environment and pro-
mote energy independence. The office
leads FTA programmatic efforts under
the National Research Programs (49
U.S.C. 5314).

§601.4 Responsibilities of the Adminis-
trator.

The Administrator is responsible for
the planning, direction and control of
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the activities of FTA and has authority
to approve Federal transit grants,
loans, and contracts. The Deputy Ad-
ministrator is the ‘‘first assistant’ for
purposes of the Federal Vacancies Re-
form Act of 1998 (Pub. L. 105-277) and
shall, in the event of the absence or
disability of the Administrator, serve
as the Acting Administrator, subject to
the limitations in that Act. In the
event of the absence or disability of
both the Administrator and the Deputy
Administrator, officials designated by
the agency’s internal order on succes-
sion shall serve as Acting Deputy Ad-
ministrator and shall perform the du-
ties of the Administrator, except for
any non-delegable statutory and/or reg-
ulatory duties.

Subpart B—Public Availability of
Information

§601.10 Sources of information.

(a) FTA guidance documents. (1) Circu-
lars and other guidance/policy informa-
tion are available on FTA’s Web site:
hittp://www.fta.dot.gov.

(2) Single copies of any guidance doc-
ument may be obtained without charge
by calling FTA’s Administrative Serv-
ices Help Desk, at (202) 366-4865.

(3) Single copies of any guidance doc-
ument may also be obtained without
charge upon written request to the As-
sociate Administrator for Administra-
tion, Federal Transit Administration,
400 7th Street SW., Room 9107, Wash-
ington, DC, 20590, or to any FTA re-
gional office listed in §601.2.

(b) DOT Docket Management System.
Unless a particular document says oth-
erwise, the following rulemaking docu-
ments in proceedings started after Feb-
ruary 1, 1997, are available for public
review and copying at the Department
of Transportation’s Docket Manage-
ment System, Room PL 401, 400 7th
Street SW., Washington, DC 20590, or
for review and downloading through
the Internet at http:/dms.dot.gov:

(1) Advance notices of proposed rule-
making;

(2) Notices of proposed rulemaking;

(3) Comments received in response to
notices;

(4) Petitions for rulemaking and re-
consideration;
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(5) Denials of petitions for rule-
making and reconsideration; and

(6) Final rules.

(c) Any person may examine dock-
eted material, at any time during reg-
ular business hours after the docket is
established, and may obtain a copy of
such material upon payment of a fee,
except material ordered withheld from
the public under section 552(b) of Title
5 of the United States Code.

(d) Any person seeking documents
not described above may submit a re-
quest under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act (FOIA) by following the proce-
dures outlined in 49 CFR Part 7.

Subpart C—Rulemaking
Procedures

§601.20 Applicability.

This part prescribes rulemaking pro-
cedures that apply to the issuance,
amendment and revocation of rules
under an Act.

§601.21 Definitions.

Act means statutes granting the Sec-
retary authority to regulate public
transportation.

Administrator means the Federal
Transit Administrator, the Deputy Ad-
ministrator or the delegate of either of
them.

§601.22 General.

(a) Unless the Administrator, for
good cause, finds a notice is imprac-
tical, unnecessary, or contrary to the
public interest, and incorporates such a
finding and a brief statement of the
reasons for it in the rule, a notice of
proposed rulemaking must be issued,
and interested persons are invited to
participate in the rulemaking pro-
ceedings involving rules under an Act.

(b) For rules for which the Adminis-
trator determines that notice is unnec-
essary because no adverse public com-
ment is anticipated, the direct final
rulemaking procedure described in
§601.36 of this subpart may be followed.

§601.23 Initiation of rulemaking.

The Administrator initiates rule-
making on his/her own motion. How-
ever, in so doing, he/she may, in his/her



