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taken between December 21, 1972, and
the effective date of this regulation.

(B) Except as provided in paragraph
(f)(2)(ii) of this section, the following
information must be reported by Alas-
kan Natives when presenting walrus, or
specified parts thereof, for marking
and tagging: date of take, sex of ani-
mal, whether live-killed, floating-dead,
or beach-found, and location of the
take or location of animal if found
floating and dead or beach-found.

(C) Marks and/or tags must remain
affixed to the tusks until they have
been crafted into a handicraft or for as
long as is practical during the handi-
crafting process.

(iii) Marking, tagging, and reporting
of sea otter or specified parts thereof.

(A) The skin and skull of an animal
must accompany each other when pre-
sented for marking, tagging, and re-
porting, except that the skin and skull
of an animal need not be presented to-
gether if taken between December 21,
1972, and the effective date of this regu-
lation.

(B) Except as provided in paragraph
(£)(2)(ii) of this section, the following
information must be reported by Alas-
kan Natives when presenting sea ot-
ters, or specified parts thereof, for
marking and tagging: date of kill, sex
of animal, and location of kill.

(C) Both the skin and skull will be
marked and tagged and a rudimentary
pre-molar tooth may be removed from
the skull and retained by the Service.
The skin must have the sex identifiers,
such as vaginal orifice, teats, or penal
sheath or baculum, either attached to,
or accompanying the skin.

(D) The skull must be skinned out
and the skin may be frozen or unfrozen
when presented for marking, tagging,
and reporting. If the skin is frozen, the
sex identifiers, such as vaginal orifice,
teats, or penal sheath or baculum,
must be visible.

(E) Marks and tags must remain af-
fixed to the skin through the tanning
process and until the skin has been sev-
ered into parts for crafting into handi-
crafts or for as long as is practical dur-
ing the handicrafting process.

(10) No person may falsify any infor-
mation required to be set forth on the
reporting form when the marine mam-
mal(s), or specified parts thereof, are
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presented as required by these regula-
tions.

(11) Possession by any person of ma-
rine mammal(s), or any parts thereof,
in violation of the provisions and con-
ditions of this §18.23(f) is subject to
punishment under the penalties pro-
vided for in section 105(a)(1) of the Act.

(12) The information collection re-
quirements contained in this §18.23(f)
have been approved by the Office of
Management and Budget under 44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and assigned clear-
ance number 1018-0066. The information
is mandatory in order to have the ma-
rine mammal parts ‘‘marked and
tagged,” and thereby made eligible for
continued lawful possession. Non-re-
sponse may result in the Service deter-
mining the wildlife to be illegally pos-
sessed and subject the individual to
penalties under this title.

[39 FR 7262, Feb. 25, 1974, as amended at 40
FR 59444, Dec. 24, 1975; 45 FR 54057, Aug. 14,
1980; 51 FR 17981, May 16, 1986; 53 FR 24283,
June 28, 1988]

§18.24 Taking incidental to commer-
cial fishing operations.

Persons may take marine mammals
incidental to commercial fishing oper-
ations until October 21, 1974: Provided,
That such taking is by means of equip-
ment and techniques prescribed in reg-
ulations issued by the Secretary of
Commerce. However, any marine mam-
mal taken as an incidental catch may
not be retained. It shall be the imme-
diate goal that the incidental kill or
incidental serious injury of marine
mammals permitted in the course of
commercial fishing operations be re-
duced to insignificant levels approach-
ing a zero mortality and serious injury
rate.

§18.25 Exempted marine mammals or
marine mammal products.

(a) The provisions of the Act and
these regulations shall not apply:

(1) To any marine mammal taken be-
fore December 21, 1972, or

(2) To any marine mammal product if
the marine mammal portion of such
product consists solely of a marine
mammal taken before such date.

(b) The prohibitions contained in
§18.12(c) (3) and (4) shall not apply to
marine mammals or marine mammal



