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Subpart B—Prohibitions, Permits
and Exceptions

§23.11 Prohibitions.

(a) Unless the requirements in this
part 23 are met, or one of the excep-
tions in this part 23 is applicable, it is
unlawful for any person subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States to
commit, attempt to commit, solicit an-
other to commit, or cause to be com-
mitted any of the acts described in
paragraphs (b) through (d) of this sec-
tion.

(b) Import. (1) It is unlawful to import
into the United States any wildlife or
plant listed in appendix I, IT or III (see
§23.23) from any foreign country.

(2) It is unlawful to import directly
into the United States any wildlife or
plant listed in appendix I or II (see
§23.23) taken from the sea beyond the
jurisdiction of any country.

(c) Export. It is unlawful to export
from the United States any wildlife or
plant listed in appendix I, IT or III (see
§23.23).

(d) Re-export. It is unlawful to re-ex-
port from the United States any wild-
life or plant listed in appendix I, II or
III (see §23.23).

(e) Possession. It is unlawful for any
person subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States to possess any wild-
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life or plant listed in appendix I, II or
IIT imported into the United States, or
exported or re-exported from the
United States contrary to the provi-
sions of the Convention or this part 23.

§23.12 Requirements.

(a) Import—(1) Appendix I. (i) In order
to import into the United States any
wildlife or plant listed in Appendix I
from any foreign country, a United
States import permit, issued pursuant
to §23.15, and a valid foreign export
permit issued by the country of origin
or a valid foreign re-export certificate
issued by the country of re-export must
be obtained prior to such importation.

(ii) In order to import directly into
the United States any wildlife or plant
listed in appendix I taken from the sea
beyond the jurisdiction of any country,
a United States import permit issued
pursuant to §23.15 must be obtained
prior to such importation.

(2) Appendix II. (i) In order to import
into the United States any wildlife or
plant listed in appendix II from any
foreign country, a valid foreign export
permit issued by the country of origin,
or a valid foreign re-export certificate
issued by the country of re-export,
must be obtained prior to such impor-
tation.

(ii) In order to import directly into
the United States any wildlife or plant
listed in Appendix II taken from the
sea beyond the jurisdiction of any
country, a United States import permit
issued pursuant to §23.15, must be ob-
tained prior to such importation.

(3) Appendix II1. (i) In order to import
into the United States any wildlife or
plant listed in appendix III from a for-
eign country that has listed such ani-
mal or plant in appendix III, a valid
foreign export permit or re-export cer-
tificate issued by such country must be
obtained prior to such importation.

(ii) In order to import into the
United States any wildlife or plant list-
ed in appendix IIT from a foreign coun-
try that has not listed such wildlife or
plant in appendix III, a valid foreign
certificate of origin or foreign re-ex-
port certificate must be obtained prior
to such importation.

(b) Ezxport or re-export—(1) Appendices
I and II. In order to export or re-export
from the United States any wildlife or
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plant listed in appendix I or II, a
United States export permit or re-ex-
port certificate, issued pursuant to
§23.15, must be obtained prior to such
exportation or re-exportation.

(2) Appendix I11. (i) In order to export
or re-export from the United States
any wildlife or plant listed in appendix
IITI by the United States, a United
States export permit or re-export cer-
tificate issued pursuant to §23.15, must
be obtained prior to such exportation
or re-exportation.

(ii) In order to export or re-export
from the United States any wildlife or
plant listed in appendix III that has
not been listed by the United States, a
re-export certificate or certificate of
origin, issued pursuant to §23.15, must
be obtained prior to such exportation
or re-exportation.

§23.13 Exceptions.

(a) If any wildlife or plant listed in
appendix I, IT or III is also subject to
the regulations in part 17 or part 18 of
this subchapter, the prohibitions and
exceptions in those parts and in part 23
shall apply. Exceptions in one part can-
not be invoked to allow activities pro-
hibited in another part.

(b) The prohibitions in §23.11 (b)
through (d) concerning importation,
exportation and re-exportation shall
not apply to wildlife or plant listed in
appendix I, II or III that are being
transshipped through the TUnited
States provided such wildlife or plants
remain in Customs custody.

(c) The prohibitions in §23.11 (b)
through (d) concerning importation,
exportation and re-exportation shall
not apply to wildlife or plants when a
certificate has been issued by the man-
agement authority of the country of
origin or the country of re-export to
the effect that the wildlife or plant was
acquired prior to the date the Conven-
tion applied to it. See §23.15 for rules
on the issuance of such certificates.

(d) The prohibitions in §23.11 (b)
through (d) concerning importation,
exportation and re-exportation shall
not apply to wildlife or plants that are
accompanying personal baggage or part
of a shipment of the household effects
of persons moving their residences to
or from the United States: Provided,
That this exception shall not apply to:
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(1) Importation by U.S. residents of
wildlife or plants listed in appendix I
that were acquired outside the United
States; or

(2) Importation by U.S. residents of
wildlife or plants listed in appendix II
that were taken from the wild in a for-
eign country, if that country requires
export permits.

(e) Wildlife or plants listed in appen-
dix I that have been bred in captivity
or artificially propagated, for commer-
cial activities, shall be treated as if
listed in appendix II.

(f) The prohibitions in §23.11 (b)
through (d) concerning importation,
exportation and re-exportation shall
not apply to wildlife or plants when a
certificate has been issued by the man-
agement authority of the country of
export to the effect that the wildlife or
plant was bred in captivity or artifi-
cially propagated, or was part of or de-
rived therefrom. See §23.15 for rules on
the issuance of such certificates.

(g) The prohibitions in §23.11 (b)
through (d) concerning importation,
exportation and re-exportation shall
not apply to herbarium specimens,
other preserved, dried or embedded mu-
seum specimens, and live plant mate-
rial when they are imported, exported
or re-exported as a non-commercial
loan, donation or exchange between
scientists or scientific institutions
that have been registered by a manage-
ment authority of their country, and
when a label issued or approved by
such management authority is clearly
affixed to the package or container.
See §23.15 for rules on registration and
issuance or approval of labels.

§23.14 Foreign documentation.

(a) Party countries. Only export per-
mits, re-export -certificates, certifi-
cates of origin, or other certificates
issued and signed by a management au-
thority will be accepted as a valid for-
eign document from a country that is a
party to the Convention.

(b) Countries that are not parties. The
requirements in this part 23 apply to
all wildlife and plants listed in appen-
dix I, II or III to the Convention,
whether the shipment is to or from a
country that is party to the Conven-
tion, or to or from any other country.
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