Int’l. Fishing and Related Activities

(2) A nationally approved form from
another country may be used for ex-
ports to the United States if that docu-
ment strictly conforms to the informa-
tion requirements and format of the
applicable RFMO documents. An ap-
proved statistical document or re-ex-
port certificate for use in countries
without a nationally approved form
may be obtained from the following
websites, as appropriate: www.iccat.org,
www.iattc.org, www.ccsbt.org, or
www.iotc.org to accompany exports to
the United States.
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(a) Imports. The approved statistical
document accompanying any import of
any fish or fish product regulated
under this subpart must be validated
by a government official from the
issuing country, unless NMFS waives
this requirement pursuant to an appli-
cable RFMO recommendation. NMFS
will furnish a list of countries for
which government validation require-
ments are waived to the appropriate
customs officials. Such list will indi-
cate the circumstances of exemption
for each issuing country and the non-
government institutions, if any, ac-
credited to validate statistical docu-
ments and re-export certificates for
that country.

(b) Exports. The approved statistical
document accompanying any export of
fish or fish products regulated under
this subpart must be validated, except
pursuant to a waiver described in para-
graph (d) of this section. Validation
must be made by NMFS or another of-
ficial authorized by NMF'S.

(c) Re-exports. The approved re-export
certificate accompanying any re-export
of fish or fish products regulated under
this subpart, as required under
§300.185(c), must be validated, except
pursuant to a waiver described in para-
graph (d) of this section. Validation
must be made by NMFS or another of-
ficial authorized by NMF'S.

(d) Validation waiver. Any waiver of
government validation will be con-
sistent with applicable RFMO rec-
ommendations concerning validation
of statistical documents and re-export
certificates. If authorized, such waiver
of government validation may include
exemptions from government valida-

Validation requirements.
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tion for Pacific bluefin tuna with indi-
vidual BSD tags affixed pursuant to
paragraph (f) of this section or for At-
lantic bluefin tuna with tags affixed
pursuant to §635.5(b) of this title. Waiv-
ers will be specified on statistical docu-
ments and re-export certificates or ac-
companying instructions, or in a letter
to permit holders from NMFS.

(e) Authorization for non-NMFS valida-
tion. An official from an organization
or government agency seeking author-
ization to validate statistical docu-
ments or re-export certificates accom-
panying exports or re-exports from the
United States, which includes U.S.
commonwealths, territories, and pos-
sessions, must apply in writing, to
NMFS, at an address designated by
NMFS for such authorization. The ap-
plication must indicate the procedures
to be used for verification of informa-
tion to be validated; list the names, ad-
dresses, and telephone/fax numbers of
individuals to perform validation; pro-
cedures to be used to notify NMFS of
validations; and an example of the
stamp or seal to be applied to the sta-
tistical document or re-export certifi-
cate. NMF'S, upon finding the applicant
capable of verifying the information
required on the statistical document or
re-export certificate, will issue, within
30 days, a letter specifying the dura-
tion of effectiveness and conditions of
authority to validate statistical docu-
ments or re-export certificates accom-
panying exports or re-exports from the
United States. The effectiveness of
such authorization will be delayed as
necessary for NMFS to notify the ap-
propriate RFMO of other officials au-
thorized to validate statistical docu-
ment or re-export certificates. Non-
government organizations given au-
thorization to validate statistical doc-
uments or re-export certificates must
renew such authorization on a yearly
basis.

(f) BSD tags—(1) Issuance. NMFS will
issue numbered BSD tags for use on
Pacific bluefin tuna upon request to
each permit holder.

(2) Transfer. BSD tags issued under
this section are not transferable and
are usable only by the permit holder to
whom they are issued.

(3) Affixing BSD tags. At the discre-
tion of permit holders, a tag issued
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under this section may be affixed to
each Pacific bluefin tuna purchased or
received by the permit holder. If so
tagged, the tag must be affixed to the
tuna between the fifth dorsal finlet and
the keel.

(4) Removal of tags. A tag, as defined
in this subpart and affixed to any
bluefin tuna, must remain on the tuna
until it is cut into portions. If the
bluefin tuna or bluefin tuna parts are
subsequently packaged for transport
for domestic commercial use or for ex-
port, the number of each dealer tag or
BSD tag must be written legibly and
indelibly on the outside of any package
containing the bluefin tuna or bluefin
tuna parts. Such tag number also must
be recorded on any document accom-
panying the shipment of bluefin tuna
or bluefin tuna parts for commercial
use or export.

(5) Labeling. The tag number of a BSD
tag affixed to each Pacific bluefin tuna
under this section must be recorded on
NMFS reports required by §300.183, on
any documents accompanying the ship-
ment of Pacific bluefin tuna for domes-
tic commercial use or export as indi-
cated in §§300.185 and 300.186, and on
any additional documents that accom-
pany the shipment (e.g., bill of lading,
customs manifest, etc.) of the tuna for
commercial use or for export.

(6) Reuse. BSD tags issued under this
section are separately numbered and
may be used only once, one tail tag per
Pacific bluefin tuna, to distinguish the
purchase of one Pacific bluefin tuna.
Once affixed to a tuna or recorded on
any package, container or report, a
BSD tag and associated number may
not be reused.

§300.188 Ports of entry.

NMF'S shall monitor the importation
of fish or fish products regulated under
this subpart into the United States. If
NMFS determines that the diversity of
handling practices at certain ports at
which fish or fish products regulated
under this subpart are being imported
into the United States allows for cir-
cumvention of the statistical docu-
ment requirement, NMFS may under-
take a rulemaking to designate, after
consultation with the CBP, those ports
at which fish or fish products regulated
under this subpart from any ocean area
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may be into the United

States.

imported

§300.189 Prohibitions.

In addition to the prohibitions speci-
fied in §300.4, and §§600.725 and 635.71 of
this title, it is unlawful for any person
subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States to violate any provision
of this part, the Atlantic Tunas Con-
vention Act, the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, the Tuna Conventions Act of 1950,
or any other rules promulgated under
those Acts. It is unlawful for any per-
son or vessel subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States to:

(a) Falsify information required on
an application for a permit submitted
under §300.182.

(b) Import as an entry for consump-
tion, purchase, receive for export, ex-
port, or re-export any fish or fish prod-
uct regulated under this subpart with-
out a valid trade permit issued under
§300.182.

(c) Fail to possess, and make avail-
able for inspection, a trade permit at
the permit holder’s place of business,
or alter any such permit as specified in
§300.182.

(d) Falsify or fail to record, report, or
maintain information required to be
recorded, reported, or maintained, as
specified in §300.183 or §300.185.

(e) Fail to allow an authorized agent
of NMFS to inspect and copy reports
and records, as specified in §300.183 or
§300.185.

(f) Fail to comply with the docu-
mentation requirements as specified in
§300.185, §300.186 or §300.187, for fish or
fish products regulated under this sub-
part that are imported, entered for
consumption, exported, or re-exported.

(g) Fail to comply with the docu-
mentation requirements as specified in
§300.186, for the importation, entry for
consumption, exportation, or re-expor-
tation of an Atlantic swordfish, or part
thereof, that is less than the minimum
size.

(h) Validate statistical documents or
re-export certificates without author-
ization as specified in §300.187.

(i) Validate statistical documents or
re-export certificates as provided for in
§300.187 with false information.

(i) Remove any NMFS-issued num-
bered tag affixed to any Pacific bluefin
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