
707 

Int’l. Fishing and Related Activities § 300.32 

safety of crew members or the safety of 
a vessel. 

Fishing arrangement means an ar-
rangement between a Pacific Island 
Party and the owner of a U.S. fishing 
vessel that complies with section 6(b) 
of the Act. 

Fishing vessel or vessel means any 
boat, ship, or other craft that is used 
for, equipped to be used for, or of a 
type normally used for commercial 
fishing, and that is documented under 
the laws of the United States. 

Licensing Area means all waters in 
the Treaty Area except for: 

(1) Those waters subject to the juris-
diction of the United States in accord-
ance with international law. 

(2) Those waters within closed areas. 
(3) Those waters within limited areas 

closed to fishing. 
Licensing period means the period of 

validity of licenses issued in accord-
ance with the Treaty. 

Limited area(s) means those areas so 
identified in Schedule 3 of Annex I of 
the Treaty. 

Operator means any person who is in 
charge of, directs or controls a vessel, 
including the owner, charterer and 
master. 

Pacific Island Party means a Pacific 
island nation that is a party to the 
Treaty. 

Regional Administrator means the Di-
rector, Southwest Region, or a des-
ignee. 

Transship means to unload any or all 
of the fish on board a licensed vessel ei-
ther ashore or onto another vessel. 

Treaty Area means the area described 
in paragraph 1(k) of Article I of the 
Treaty. 

§ 300.32 Vessel licenses. 
(a) Each vessel fishing in the Licens-

ing Area must have a license issued by 
the Administrator for the licensing pe-
riod being fished, unless excepted by 
§ 300.39. Each licensing period begins on 
June 15 and ends on June 14 of the fol-
lowing year. 

(b) Upon receipt, the license or a duly 
certified copy, facsimile or telex con-
firmation must be carried on board the 
vessel when in the Licensing Area or 
Closed Areas and must be produced at 
the request of authorized officers, au-
thorized party officers, or authorized 

inspectors. Prior to receipt of the li-
cense, but after issuance, a vessel may 
be used to fish, provided the number of 
the issued license is available on board. 

(c) Application forms for licenses to 
use a vessel to fish in the Licensing 
Area may be requested from, and upon 
completion, must be returned to, the 
Regional Administrator. All of the in-
formation requested on the form and 
the following must be supplied before 
the application will be considered com-
plete: 

(1) The licensing period for which the 
license is requested. 

(2) The name of an agent, located in 
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, who, 
on behalf of the license holder, will re-
ceive and respond to any legal process 
issued in accordance with the Treaty. 

(3) Documentation from an insurance 
company showing that the vessel will 
be fully insured for the licensing period 
against all risks and liabilities nor-
mally covered by maritime liability in-
surance. 

(4) If the owner or charterer is the 
subject of proceedings under the bank-
ruptcy laws of the United States, rea-
sonable assurances that the owner of 
charterer will be financially able to 
fulfill any and all responsibilities 
under the Treaty, Act, and regulations, 
including the payment of any penalties 
or fines. 

(5) A copy of the vessel’s USCG Cer-
tificate of Documentation. 

(d) The number of available licenses 
are set forth in Schedule 2 of Annex II 
of the Treaty. 

(e) Applications for vessels may be 
submitted at any time; complete appli-
cations will be forwarded to the Sec-
retary of State for transmittal to the 
Administrator. 

(f) The Secretary, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, may deter-
mine that a license application for a 
vessel should not be forwarded to the 
Administrator if: 

(1) The application is not in accord 
with the Treaty, Act, or regulations; 

(2) The owner or charterer is the sub-
ject of proceedings under the bank-
ruptcy laws of the United States, and 
reasonable financial assurances have 
not been provided to the Secretary 
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that the owner or charterer will be fi-
nancially able to fulfill any and all re-
sponsibilities under the Treaty, Act, 
and regulations, including the payment 
of any penalties or fines; 

(3) The owner or charterer has not es-
tablished to the satisfaction of the Sec-
retary that the vessel will be fully in-
sured for the licensing period against 
all risks and liabilities normally cov-
ered by maritime liability insurance; 
or 

(4) The owner or charterer has not 
paid any final penalty assessed by the 
Secretary in accordance with the Act. 

(g) An applicant will be promptly no-
tified if that applicant’s license appli-
cation will not be forwarded to the Ad-
ministrator, and of the reasons there-
for. Within 15 days of notification by 
the Regional Administrator that the 
application will not be forwarded, an 
applicant may request reconsideration 
by providing a petition for reconsider-
ation accompanied by new or addi-
tional information. 

§ 300.33 Compliance with applicable 
national laws. 

The operator of the vessel shall com-
ply with each of the applicable na-
tional laws, and the operator of the 
vessel shall be responsible for the com-
pliance by the vessel and its crew with 
each of the applicable national laws, 
and the vessel shall be operated in ac-
cordance with those laws. 

§ 300.34 Reporting requirements. 
(a) License holders shall comply with 

the reporting requirements of parts 4 
and 5 of Annex I to the Treaty. 

(b) Information provided by license 
holders under Schedule 5 of Annex I of 
the Treaty shall be provided on the 
designated Forum Fisheries Agency 
form(s) to the Regional Administrator 
within 2 days of reaching port. 

(c) Information provided by license 
holders under Schedule 6 of Annex I of 
the Treaty shall be provided on the 
designated Forum Fisheries Agency 
form(s) to the Regional Administrator 
within 2 days of completing unloading. 

(d) Any information required to be 
recorded, or to be notified, commu-
nicated or reported pursuant to a re-
quirement of these regulations, the 
Act, or the Treaty shall be true, com-

plete and correct. Any change in cir-
cumstances that has the effect of ren-
dering any of the information provided 
false, incomplete or misleading shall be 
communicated immediately to the Re-
gional Administrator. 

§ 300.35 Vessel and gear identification. 

While a vessel is in the Licensing 
Area, a Limited Area closed to fishing, 
or a Closed Area, a recent and up-to- 
date copy of the International Code of 
Signals (INTERCO) shall be on board 
and accessible at all times. The oper-
ator shall comply with the 1989 Food 
and Agricultural Organization stand-
ard specifications for the marking and 
identification of fishing vessels. The 
international radio call sign of the ves-
sel shall be painted in white on a black 
background, or in black on a white 
background, and be clear, distinct, and 
uncovered, in the following manner: 

(a) On both sides of the vessel’s hull 
or superstructure, with each letter and 
number being at least 1 m high and 
having a stroke width of 16.7 cm, with 
the background extending to provide a 
border around the mark of not less 
than 16.7 cm. 

(b) On the vessel’s deck, on the body 
of any helicopter and on the hull of any 
skiff, with each letter and number 
being at least 30 cm high, and having a 
stroke width of 5 cm with the back-
ground extending to provide a border 
around the mark of not less than 5 cm. 

(c) On any other equipment being 
carried by and intended to be separated 
from the vessel during normal fishing 
operations, with each letter and num-
ber being at least 10 cm high and hav-
ing a stroke width of 1.7 cm, with the 
background extending to provide a bor-
der around the mark of not less than 
1.7 cm. 

§ 300.36 Closed area stowage require-
ments. 

At all times while a vessel is in a 
Closed Area, the fishing gear of the 
vessel shall be stowed in a manner as 
not to be readily available for fishing. 
In particular, the boom shall be low-
ered as far as possible so that the ves-
sel cannot be used for fishing, but so 
that the skiff is accessible for use in 
emergency situations; the helicopter, if 
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