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description of the wildlife, its habitat,
and other resources that are within the
areas identified, and an evaluation of
the adverse effects that the carrying
out of further exploration for, and the
development and production of, oil and
gas within such areas will have on the
refuge’s resources. It is the objective of
this program to ascertain the best pos-
sible data and information concerning
the probable existence, location, vol-
ume, and potential for further explo-
ration, development, and production of
oil and gas within the coastal plain
without significantly adversely affect-
ing the wildlife, its habitat, or the en-
vironment and without unnecessary
duplication of exploratory activities.
These regulations prescribe the re-
quirements and procedures for obtain-
ing authorization for and the conduct
of such exploratory activities, and for
submitting to the Department the re-
sulting data and information. These
regulations also describe other matters
relating to the administration of the
program.

§387.2 Definitions.

The following definitions are applica-
ble to the sections of this part.

(a) Act means section 1002 of the
Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act, 94 Stat. 2449, as amended
by section 110 of Pub. L. 97-394, 96 Stat.
1982, 16 U.S.C. 3142.

(b) Adequate protective cover means
snow or a frostline, or both, sufficient
to protect the vegetation and soil from
significant adverse effects due to the
operation of surface equipment, as de-
termined by the Regional Director.

(c) Coastal lagoons means the waters
and submerged lands between the
mainland and the offshore barrier is-
lands that lie between Brownlow Point
and the Aichilik River within the
coastal plain.

(d) Coastal plain means that area
shown on the map entitled ‘“Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge’’, dated August
1980, and legally described in appendix
I of this part.

(e) Cultural resource means any dis-
trict, site, building, structure, or ob-
ject significant in American history,
architecture, archeology, engineering
or culture, as determined in accordance
with 36 CFR 60.6.
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(f) Department means the Department
of the Interior and any of its compo-
nent bureaus and offices.

(g) Director means the Director of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service of his
authorized representative.

(h) Exploration plan means the way in
which a program of exploratory activi-
ties is proposed to be arranged and car-
ried out.

(i) Exploratory activities means surface
geological exploration or seismic ex-
ploration or both of the coastal plain
and all related activities and logistics
required for either or both, and any
other type of geophysical exploration
of the coastal plain which involves or
is a component of an exploration pro-
gram for the coastal plain involving
surface use of refuge lands and all re-
lated activities and logistics required
for such exploration.

(j) Harass means to pursue, hunt,
take, capture, molest, collect, harm,
shoot or Kkill or attempt to engage in
any of the preceding by either inten-
tional or negligent act or omission.

(k) Hazardous substances means petro-
leum, petroleum products, toxic mate-
rials, chemical effluent, explosives, or
other materials which are likely to
cause significant adverse effects to the
refuge’s wildlife, its habitat, the envi-
ronment, or humans.

(1) Permittee means the person author-
ized by a special use permit issued pur-
suant to this part to conduct explor-
atory activities on the coastal plain;
any official, employee, contractor, sub-
contractor or agent of the permittee or
of the permittee’s designee; and any
participant to the permittee’s permit.

(m) Person means any individual,
partnership, firm, corporation, associa-
tion, organization, or agency.

(n) Plan of operation means detailed
procedures, covering a period not to ex-
ceed 12 months, proposed for executing
an exploration plan.

(0) Processed, analyzed and interpreted
data or information means any data or
information which results from any
subsequent modification, processing,
analysis, or interpretation of raw data
and information by human or elec-
tronic means, on or off the refuge.

(p) Raw data and information means
all original observations and record-
ings in written or electronic form and
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samples obtained during field oper-
ations.

(q) Refuge means the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge.

(r) Regional Director means the Re-
gional Director, Region 7 of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, or his au-
thorized representative.

(s) Rehabilitation means the act of re-
turning the landform and vegetation to
as near its original shape and condition
as practicable, as determined by the
Regional Director.

(t) Secretary means the Secretary of
the Interior or his authorized rep-
resentative.

(u) Service means the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

(v) Solicitor means the Solicitor of
the Department of the Interior or his
authorized representative.

(w) Special use permit means a rev-
ocable, nonpossessory privilege issued
in writing by the Regional Director
and authorizing the permittee to enter
and use the refuge for a specified period
to conduct exploratory activities, and
other activities necessary thereto.

(x) Support facilities means facilities
on or near the refuge used to provide
logistical support for the field explor-
atory activities.

(y) Third party means any person
other than a representative of the per-
mittee or the United States govern-
ment.

(z) Waste means all material for dis-
card from exploratory activities. It in-
cludes, but is not limited to, human
waste, trash, garbage, refuse, fuel
drums, shot wire, survey stakes, explo-
sives boxes, ashes, and functional and
nonfunctional equipment.

(aa) Wildlife means fish or wildlife or
both.

§37.3 Other applicable laws.

(a) Nothing in this part shall be con-
strued to relieve a permittee or any
person from complying with any appli-
cable federal laws or any applicable
state and local laws, the requirements
of which are not inconsistent with this
part.

(b) Until the litigation between the
United States and the State of Alaska
over title to the submerged lands of the
coastal lagoons, ‘‘United States v.
Alaska’, Sup. Ct., No. 84, Orig. (1979), is

§37.11

resolved, the permittee shall satisfy
both federal and state requirements for
conducting oil and gas exploration in
the coastal lagoons. In the event of an
inconsistency between such require-
ments the permittee shall satisfy that
requirement which provides the great-
est environmental protection.

§37.4 Disclaimer and disqualification.

(a) Authorization granted under this
part to conduct exploratory activities
shall not confer a right to any discov-
ered oil, gas, or other mineral in any
manner.

(b) Any person who obtains access
pursuant to §37.54 to data and informa-
tion obtained as a result of carrying
out exploratory activities shall be dis-
qualified from obtaining or partici-
pating in any lease of the oil and gas to
which such data and information per-
tain. Any person who obtains access to
data and information obtained as a re-
sult of carrying out exploratory activi-
ties from any person other than the
permittee who obtained such data and
information shall be disqualified from
obtaining or participating in any lease
of the oil and gas to which such data
and information pertain.

Subpart B—General Requirements

§37.11 General standards for explor-
atory activities.

(a) No exploratory activities shall be
conducted without a special use per-
mit. Requirements and procedures for
obtaining a special use permit are pre-
scribed in §§37.21 through 37.23.

(b) Exploratory activities shall be
conducted so that they do not:

(1) Significantly adversely affect the
refuge’s wildlife, its habitat, or the en-
vironment;

(2) Unnecessarily duplicate explor-
atory activities of the permittee or an-
other permittee; and

(3) Unreasonably or significantly
interfere with another permittee’s ac-
tivities.

(c) Reexamination of an area may be
permitted by the Regional Director if
necessary to correct data deficiencies
or to refine or improve data or infor-
mation already gathered.

(d) Drilling of exploratory wells is
prohibited.

441



