§622.17

gilled, and scaled but must otherwise
be maintained in a whole condition.

(5) As a condition of a dealer permit
for Gulf reef fish, as required under
§622.4(a)(4) or under paragraph (d)(2) of
this section, without regard to where
red snapper are harvested or possessed,
a permitted dealer must comply with
the red snapper ITQ requirements of
paragraph (b) of this section.

(6) In any month that a red snapper is
received, a dealer must submit the re-
port required under §622.5(c)(3)(ii). The
“Fish House” parts of red snapper indi-
vidual transferable coupons, received
during the month in accordance with
paragraph (b) of this section, must be
submitted to the SRD with the report.

(7) It is unlawful for a person to do
any of the following:

(i) Receive red snapper from a fishing
vessel without a dealer permit for Gulf
reef fish.

(ii) Fail to carry a copy of the deal-
er’s permit, as specified in paragraph
(d)(3) of this section.

(iii) Fail to comply with a condition
of a permit, as specified in paragraph
(d)(4) or (d)(5) of this section.

(iv) Fail to report red snapper re-
ceived, as specified in paragraph (d)(6)
of this section.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 61 FR 48415,
Sept. 13, 1996, §622.16 was stayed indefinitely.

§622.17 South Atlantic
controlled access.

golden crab

(a) General. In accordance with the
procedures specified in the Fishery
Management Plan for the Golden Crab
Fishery of the South Atlantic Region,
initial commercial vessel permits have
been issued for the fishery. All permits
in the fishery are issued on a fishing-
year (calendar-year) basis. No addi-
tional permits may be issued except for
the northern zone as follows:

(1) The RA will issue up to two new
vessel permits for the northern zone.
Selection will be made from the list of
historical participants in the South At-
lantic golden crab fishery. Such list
was used at the October 1995 meeting of
the South Atlantic Fishery Manage-
ment Council and was prioritized based
on pounds of golden crab landed, with-
out reference to a specific zone. Indi-
viduals on the list who originally re-
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ceived permits will be deleted from the
list.

(2) The RA will offer in writing an op-
portunity to apply for a permit for the
northern zone to the individuals high-
est on the list until two individuals ac-
cept and apply in a timely manner. An
offer that is not accepted within 30
days after it is received will no longer
be valid.

(3) An application for a permit from
an individual who accepts the RA’s
offer must be received by the RA no
later than 30 days after the date of the
individual’s acceptance. Application
forms are available from the RA.

(4) A vessel permit for the northern
zone issued under paragraph (a)(1) of
this section, and any successor permit,
may not be changed to another zone. A
successor permit includes a permit
issued to that vessel for a subsequent
owner and a permit issued via transfer
from that vessel to another vessel.

(b) Fishing zones—(1) Designation of
fishing zones. The South Atlantic EEZ
is divided into three fishing zones for
golden crab as follows:

(i) Northern zone—the South Atlan-
tic EEZ north of 28° N. lat.

(ii) Middle zone—the South Atlantic
EEZ from 28° N. lat. to 25° N. lat.

(iii) Southern zone—the South Atlan-
tic EEZ south of 25° N. lat.

(2) Authorization to fish in zones. Each
vessel permit indicates one of the zones
specified in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion. A vessel with a permit to fish for
golden crab in the northern zone or the
middle zone may fish only in that zone.
A vessel with a documented length
overall greater than 65 ft (19.8 m) with
a permit to fish for golden crab in the
southern zone may fish in that zone,
consistent with the provisions of para-
graph (b)(3) of this section, and,
through May 3, 2005, may also fish in
the northern zone. A vessel may pos-
sess golden crab only in a zone in
which it is authorized to fish, except
that other zones may be transited if
the vessel notifies NMFS, Office of En-
forcement, Southeast Region, St. Pe-
tersburg, FL, by telephone (727-570-
5344) in advance and does not fish in a
zone in which it is not authorized to
fish.

(38) Small-vessel sub-zone. Within the
southern zone, a small-vessel sub-zone
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is established bounded on the north by
24°15” N. lat., on the south by 24°07" N.
lat., on the east by 81°22" W. long., and
on the west by 81°66° W. long. No vessel
with a documented length overall
greater than 65 ft (19.8 m) may fish for
golden crab in this sub-zone, and a ves-
sel with a documented length overall of
65 ft (19.8 m) or less that is permitted
for the southern zone may fish for gold-
en crab only in this sub-zone.

(4) Procedure for changing zones. (i)
Upon request from an owner of a per-
mitted vessel, the RA will change the
zone specified on a permit from the
middle or southern zone to the north-
ern zone. No other changes in the zone
specified on a permit are allowed, ex-
cept as specified in paragraph (b)(4)(ii)
of this section. An owner of a per-
mitted vessel who desires a change to
the northern zone must submit his/her
request with the existing permit to the
RA.

(ii) Through May 3, 2005, upon re-
quest, the RA will change a vessel per-
mit back to the southern zone for an
owner of a vessel, or the subsequent
owner of a vessel, whose permit was
changed from the southern zone to the
northern zone provided that the docu-
mented length overall of the vessel to
be used in the southern zone is not
more than 20 percent greater than the
vessel whose permit was originally
changed from the southern zone to the
northern zone.

(c) Transferring permits between ves-
sels—(1) Procedure for transferring. An
owner of a vessel who desires a golden
crab permit may request that NMFS
transfer an existing permit or permits
to his or her vessel by returning an ex-
isting permit or permits to the RA
with an application for a permit for the
replacement vessel.

(2) Vessel size limitations on transfer-
ring. (i) To obtain a permit for the mid-
dle or southern zone via transfer, the
documented length overall of the re-
placement vessel may not exceed the
documented length overall, or aggre-
gate documented lengths overall, of the
replaced vessel(s) by more than 20 per-
cent. The owner of a vessel permitted
for the middle or southern zone who
has requested that NMFS transfer that
permit to a smaller vessel (i.e.,
downsized) may subsequently request
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NMFS transfer that permit to a vessel
of a length calculated from the length
of the permitted vessel immediately
prior to downsizing.

(ii) There are no vessel size limita-
tions to obtain a permit for the north-
ern zone via transfer.

(d) Permit renewal. NMFS will not
renew a commercial vessel permit for
South Atlantic golden crab if the per-
mit is revoked or if the RA does not re-
ceive a required application for re-
newal within 6 months after the per-
mit’s expiration. See §622.4(h) for the
applicable general procedures and re-
quirements for permit renewals.

[67 FR 22361, May 3, 2002, as amended at 70
FR 73388, Dec. 12, 2005]

§622.18 South Atlantic snapper-group-
er limited access.

(a) General. The only valid commer-
cial vessel permits for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper are those that have
been issued under the limited access
criteria specified in the Fishery Man-
agement Plan for the Snapper-Grouper
Fishery of the South Atlantic Region.
A commercial vessel permit for South
Atlantic snapper-grouper is either a
transferable commercial permit or a
trip-limited commercial permit.

(b) Transfers of permits. A snapper-
grouper limited access permit is valid
only for the vessel and owner named on
the permit. To change either the vessel
or the owner, an application for trans-
fer must be submitted to the RA.

(1) Transferable permits. (i) An owner
of a vessel with a transferable permit
may request that the RA transfer the
permit to another vessel owned by the
same entity.

(ii) A transferable permit may be
transferred upon a change of ownership
of a permitted vessel with such permit
from one to another of the following:
husband, wife, son, daughter, brother,
sister, mother, or father.

(iii) Except as provided in paragraphs
(b)(1)(A) and (ii) of this section, a person
desiring to acquire a limited access,
transferable permit for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper must obtain and ex-
change two such permits for one new
permit.

(iv) A transfer of a permit that is un-
dertaken under paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of
this section will constitute a transfer
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