Fishery Conservation and Management

§648.161 Closures.

(a) EEZ closure. NMF'S shall close the
EEZ to fishing for bluefish by commer-
cial vessels for the remainder of the
calendar year by publishing notifica-
tion in the FEDERAL REGISTER if the
Regional Administrator determines
that the inaction of one or more states
will cause the applicable F specified in
§648.160(a) to be exceeded, or if the
commercial fisheries in all states have
been closed. NMFS may reopen the
EEZ if earlier inaction by a state has
been remedied by that state, or if com-
mercial fisheries in one or more states
have been reopened without causing
the applicable specified F to be exceed-
ed.

(b) State quotas. The Regional Admin-
istrator will monitor state commercial
quotas based on dealer reports and
other available information and shall
determine the date when a state com-
mercial quota will be harvested. NMFS
shall publish notification in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER advising a state that,
effective upon a specific date, its com-
mercial quota has been harvested and
notifying vessel and dealer permit
holders that no commercial quota is
available for landing bluefish in that
state.

§648.162 Minimum fish sizes.

If the Council determines through its
annual review or framework adjust-
ment process that minimum fish sizes
are necessary to assure that the fishing
mortality rate is not exceeded, or to
attain other FMP objective, such meas-
ures will be enacted through the proce-
dure specified in §648.160(d) or 648.165.

§648.163 Gear restrictions.

If the Council determines through its
annual review or framework adjust-
ment process that gear restrictions are
necessary to assure that the fishing
mortality rate is not exceeded, or to
attain other FMP objectives, such
measures will be enacted through the
procedure specified in §§648.160(d) or
648.165.

§648.164 Possession restrictions.

(a) No person shall possess more than
15 bluefish in, or harvested from, the
EEZ unless that person is the owner or

§648.165

operator of a fishing vessel issued a
bluefish commercial permit or is issued
a bluefish dealer permit. Persons
aboard a vessel that is not issued a
bluefish commercial permit are subject
to this possession limit. The owner, op-
erator, and crew of a charter or party
boat issued a bluefish commercial per-
mit are not subject to the possession
limit when not carrying passengers for
hire and when the crew size does not
exceed five for a party boat and three
for a charter boat.

(b) Bluefish harvested by vessels sub-
ject to the possession limit with more
than one person on board may be
pooled in one or more containers. Com-
pliance with the daily possession limit
will be determined by dividing the
number of bluefish on board by the
number of persons on board, other than
the captain and the crew. If there is a
violation of the possession limit on
board a vessel carrying more than one
person, the violation shall be deemed
to have been committed by the owner
and operator.

[66 FR 45852, July 26, 2000, as amended at 66
FR 23627, May 9, 2001]

§648.165 Framework specifications.

(a) Within season management action.
The Council may, at any time, initiate
action to add or adjust management
measures if it finds that action is nec-
essary to meet or be consistent with
the goals and objectives of the Bluefish
FMP.

(1) Adjustment process. After a man-
agement action has been initiated, the
Council shall develop and analyze ap-
propriate management actions over the
span of at least two Council meetings.
The Council shall provide the public
with advance notice of the availability
of both the proposals and the analysis
and the opportunity to comment on
them prior to and at the second Coun-
cil meeting. The Council’s rec-
ommendation on adjustments or addi-
tions to management measures must
come from one or more of the following
categories: Minimum fish size, max-
imum fish size, gear restrictions, gear
requirements or prohibitions, permit-
ting restrictions, recreational posses-
sion limit, recreational season, closed
areas, commercial season, description
and identification of essential fish
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