Fishery Conservation and Management

§654.3 Relation to other laws.

(a) The relation of this part to other
laws is set forth in §600.705 of this
chapter and paragraphs (b) and (c) of
this section.

(b) The regulations in this part are
intended to be compatible with, and do
not supersede, similar regulations in
effect for the Everglades National Park
(36 CFR 7.45).

(c) The regulations in this part are
intended to be compatible with similar
regulations and statutes in effect in
Florida’s waters.

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 63
FR 44595, Aug. 20, 1998; 67 FR 61991, Oct. 3,
2002]

§654.4 Trap limitation program.

The provisions of this section estab-
lish a Federal stone crab trap limita-
tion program in the management area
that complements the stone crab trap
limitation program implemented by
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission (FFWCC). The Fed-
eral program requires issuance of a
commercial vessel permit, a trap cer-
tificate, and annual trap tags. A person
in the management area who is in com-
pliance with the FFWCC trap limita-
tion program is exempt from the re-
quirements of the Federal trap limita-
tion program specified in this section.

(a) Commercial vessel permit require-
ments. Effective December 2, 2002, for a
person aboard a vessel, except a person
who is in compliance with the FFWCC
stone crab trap limitation program, to
possess or use a stone crab trap, pos-
sess more than 1 gallon (4.5 Li) of stone
crab claws, or sell stone crab claws in
or from the management area, a valid
Federal commercial vessel permit for
stone crab must have been issued to
the vessel and must be on board.

(1) Eligibility for a commercial vessel
permit. The owner of a vessel is eligible
to receive a Federal commercial vessel
permit for stone crab if the owner pro-
vides documentation as specified in
paragraph (a)(2) of this section sub-
stantiating his or her landings of a
minimum of 300 1b (136 kg) of stone
crab claws harvested from the manage-
ment area or Florida’s state waters
during at least one of the stone crab
fishing seasons, October 15 through
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May 15, for 1995/1996 through 1997/1998.
A person who has a valid stone crab
trap certificate issued under the stone
crab trap limitation program imple-
mented by the FFWCC or a person
whose Florida saltwater products li-
cense (SPL) has been suspended or re-
voked is not eligible for a Federal com-
mercial vessel permit for stone crab.

(2) Documentation of eligibility for a
commercial vessel permit. The only ac-
ceptable source of documentation of
stone crab claws landed in Florida is
landings documented by the Florida
trip ticket system. To be creditable to-
ward the 300-1b (136-kg) minimum
qualifying landings, Florida landings
must be associated with a single Flor-
ida SPL. Landings of stone crab har-
vested from the management area or
Florida’s state waters but landed in a
state other than Florida may be docu-
mented by dealer records. Such dealer
records must definitively show the spe-
cies known as stone crab and must in-
clude the vessel’s name, official num-
ber, or other reference that provides a
way of clearly identifying the vessel;
dates and amounts of stone crab land-
ings; and a sworn affidavit by the deal-
er confirming the accuracy and authen-
ticity of the records. A sworn affidavit
is an official written statement where-
in the individual signing the affidavit
affirms that the information presented
is accurate and can be substantiated,
under penalty of law. Documentation
of landings are subject to verification
by comparison with state, Federal, and
other records and information. Submis-
sion of false documentation is a viola-
tion of the regulations in this part and
may disqualify the owner from partici-
pation in the fishery.

(3) Application for a commercial vessel
permit. Applications for a commercial
vessel permit for stone crab are avail-
able from the RA. A vessel owner (in
the case of a corporation, an officer or
shareholder; in the case of a partner-
ship, a general partner) who desires
such a permit must submit an applica-
tion, including documentation of stone
crab landings as specified in para-
graphs (a)(1) and (2) of this section, to
the RA postmarked or hand-delivered
not later than January 31, 2003. Failure
to apply in a timely manner will pre-
clude permit issuance even when the
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