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(4) The vessel does not receive 
codends containing fish. 

(5) The vessel’s operations are con-
sistent with applicable state and Fed-
eral law, including those governing dis-
posal of fish waste at sea. 

[69 FR 42353, July 15, 2004, as amended at 69 
FR 57882, Sept. 28, 2004; 69 FR 77033, Dec. 23, 
2004; 70 FR 13119, Mar. 18, 2005; 70 FR 22812, 
May 3, 2005; 70 FR 58071, Oct. 5, 2005; 71 FR 
29262, May 22, 2006; 71 FR 37844, July 3, 2006] 

§ 660.380 Groundfish harvest specifica-
tions. 

Fishery specifications include ABCs, 
the designation of OYs (which may be 
represented by harvest guidelines 
(HGs) or quotas for species that need 
individual management,) and the allo-
cation of commercial OYs between the 
open access and limited entry segments 
of the fishery. These specifications in-
clude fish caught in state ocean waters 
(0–3 nm offshore) as well as fish caught 
in the EEZ (3–200 nm offshore). Speci-
fications and management measures 
are provided as Tables 1a and 1b, and 2a 
and 2b of this subpart. 

[69 FR 77033, Dec. 23, 2004] 

§ 660.381 Limited entry trawl fishery 
management measures. 

(a) General. Limited entry trawl ves-
sels include those vessels registered to 
a limited entry permit with a trawl en-
dorsement. Most species taken in lim-
ited entry trawl fisheries will be man-
aged with cumulative trip limits (see 
trip limits in Tables 3 (North) and 3 
(South) of this subpart), size limits (see 
§ 660.370 (h)(5)), seasons (see Pacific 
whiting at § 660.373), gear restrictions 
(see paragraph (b) of this section) and 
closed areas (see paragraph (d) of this 
section and §§ 660.390 through 660.394). 
The trawl fishery has gear require-
ments and trip limits that differ by the 
type of trawl gear on board and the 
area fished. Federal commercial 
groundfish regulations are not in-
tended to supersede any more restric-
tive state commercial groundfish regu-
lations relating to federally-managed 
groundfish. Cowcod retention is prohib-
ited in all fisheries and groundfish ves-
sels operating south of Point Concep-
tion must adhere to CCA restrictions 
(see paragraph (d)(1) of this section and 
§ 660.390). The trip limits in Table 3 

(North) and Table 3 (South) of this sub-
part apply to vessels participating in 
the limited entry groundfish trawl fish-
ery and may not be exceeded. Federal 
commercial groundfish regulations are 
not intended to supersede any more re-
strictive state commercial groundfish 
regulations relating to federally-man-
aged groundfish. 

(b) Trawl gear requirements and restric-
tions. Trawl nets may be fished with or 
without otter boards, and may use 
warps or cables to herd fish. 

(1) Codends. Only single-walled 
codends may be used in any trawl. Dou-
ble-walled codends are prohibited. 

(2) Mesh size. Groundfish trawl gear 
must meet the minimum mesh size re-
quirements in this paragraph. Mesh 
size requirements apply throughout the 
net. Minimum trawl mesh sizes are: 
bottom trawl, 4.5 inches (11.4 cm); 
midwater trawl, 3.0 inches (7.6 cm). 
Minimum trawl mesh size require-
ments are met if a 20–gauge stainless 
steel wedge, less one thickness of the 
metal wedge, can be passed with only 
thumb pressure through at least 16 of 
20 sets of two meshes each of wet mesh. 

(3) Chafing gear. Chafing gear may en-
circle no more than 50 percent of the 
net’s circumference. No section of chaf-
ing gear may be longer than 50 meshes 
of the net to which it is attached. Chaf-
ing gear may be used only on the last 
50 meshes of a small footrope trawl, 
measured from the terminal (closed) 
end of the codend. Except at the cor-
ners, the terminal end of each section 
of chafing gear on all trawl gear must 
not be connected to the net. (The ter-
minal end is the end farthest from the 
mouth of the net.) Chafing gear must 
be attached outside any riblines and re-
straining straps. There is no limit on 
the number of sections of chafing gear 
on a net. 

(4) Large footrope trawl gear. Large 
footrope gear is bottom trawl gear with 
a footrope diameter larger than 8 
inches (20 cm) (including rollers, bob-
bins or other material encircling or 
tied along the length of the footrope). 

(5) Small footrope trawl gear. Small 
footrope gear is bottom trawl gear with 
a footrope diameter of 8 inches (20 cm) 
or smaller (including rollers, bobbins 
or other material encircling or tied 
along the length of the footrope). Other 
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