Fishery Conservation and Management

submit information and present argu-
ments as determined appropriate by
the hearing officer. Within 30 days of
the last day of the hearing, the hearing
officer shall recommend in writing a
decision to the RA.

(E) The RA may adopt the hearing of-
ficer’s recommended decision, in whole
or in part, or may reject or modify it.
In any event, the RA will notify inter-
ested persons of the decision, and the
reason(s) therefore, in writing, within
30 days of receipt of the hearing offi-
cer’s recommended decision. The RA’s
decision will constitute the final ad-
ministrative action by NMFS on the
matter.

(F) Any time limit prescribed in this
section may be extended for a period
not to exceed 30 days by the RA for
good cause, either upon his or her own
motion or upon written request from
the appellant stating the reason(s)
therefore.

(4) Permits issued under this subpart
will remain valid until the first date of
renewal, and permits may subsequently
be renewed for 2-year terms. The re-
newal date will be the last day of the
month designated by the last digit of
the vessel identification number (e.g.,
if the vessel identification number ends
in 3, the renewal date is March 31, 2
years later). The first renewal require-
ment will occur after the first year of
the initial permit but before the end of
the second year of the initial permit.

(5) Replacement permits may be
issued without charge to replace lost or
mutilated permits. An application for a
replacement permit is not considered a
new application.

(6) Any permit that has been altered,
erased, or mutilated is invalid.

(c) Display. Any permit issued under
this subpart, or a facsimile of the per-
mit, must be on board the vessel at all
times while the vessel is fishing for,
taking, retaining, possessing, or land-
ing HMS shoreward of the outer bound-
ary of the fishery management area
unless the vessel was at sea at the time
the permit was issued. Any permit
issued under this section must be dis-
played for inspection upon request of
an authorized officer.

§660.708

(d) Sanctions. Procedures governing
sanctions and denials are found at sub-
part D of 15 CFR part 904.

[69 FR 18453, Apr. 7, 2004]

§660.708 Reporting
keeping.

(a) Logbooks. The operator of any
commercial fishing vessel and any rec-
reational charter vessel fishing for
HMS in the management area must
maintain on board the vessel an accu-
rate and complete record of catch, ef-
fort, and other data on report forms
provided by the Regional Adminis-
trator or a state agency. All informa-
tion specified on the forms must be re-
corded on the forms within 24 hours
after the completion of each fishing
day. The original logbook form for
each day of the fishing trip must be
submitted to either the Regional Ad-
ministrator or the appropriate state
management agency within 30 days of
each landing or transhipment of HMS.
Each form must be signed and dated by
the fishing vessel operator.

(1) Logbooks that meet the logbook
reporting requirement may be found at
http:/swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/10gbooks.htm
and include:

(i) The logbook required under 50

and record-

CFR 300.21 implementing the Tuna
Conventions Act of 1950;
(ii) The logbook required under

§660.14 implementing the Fishery Man-
agement Plan for Pelagic Fisheries of
the Western Pacific Region;

(iii) The logbook required by 50 CFR
300.17 implementing the High Seas
Fishing Compliance Act of 1995.

(iv) Any logbook required by the fish-
ery management agency of the States
of California, Oregon, or Washington.

(2) Any holder of a permit who does
not submit logbooks under any of the
above authorities must submit a writ-
ten request to the SFD for the appro-
priate logbook. The applicant must
provide his or her name and address,
the name of the vessel, and the type of
fishing gear used.

(3) The Regional Administrator may,
after consultation with the Council,
act to modify the information to be
provided on the fishing record forms.

(b) Any person who is required to do
so by the applicable state law must
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§660.709

make and/or file, retain, or make avail-
able any and all reports of HMS con-
taining all data, and in the exact man-
ner, required by the applicable state
law.

[69 FR 18453, Apr. 7, 2004]

§660.709 Annual specifications.

(a) Procedure. (1) In June of each
year, the HMSMT will deliver a pre-
liminary SAFE report to the Council
for all HMS with any necessary rec-
ommendations for harvest guidelines,
quotas or other management measures
to protect HMS.

(2) In September of each year, the
HMSMT will deliver a final SAFE re-
port to the Council. The Council will
adopt any necessary harvest guide-
lines, quotas or other management
measures for public review.

(3) In November each year, the Coun-
cil will take final action on any nec-
essary harvest guidelines, quotas, or
other management measures and make
its recommendations to NMF'S.

(4) The Regional Administrator will
implement through rulemaking any
necessary and appropriate harvest
guidelines, quotas, or other manage-
ment measures based on the SAFE re-
port, recommendations from the Coun-
cil, and the requirements contained in
the FMP.

(b) Fishing seasons for all species will
begin on April 1 of each year at 0001
hours local time and terminate on
March 31 of each year at 2400 hours
local time.

(c) Harvest guidelines, quotas, and
other management measures an-
nounced for a particular year will be in
effect the following year unless
changed through the public review
process described in paragraph (a) of
this section.

(d) Irrespective of the normal review
process, the Council may propose man-
agement action to protect HMS at any
time. The Council may adopt a man-
agement cycle different from the one
described in this section provided that
such change is made by a majority vote
of the Council and a 6-month notice of
the change is given. NMFS will imple-
ment the new schedule through rule-
making.

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-06 Edition)

§660.710 Closure of directed fishery.

(a) When a quota has been taken, the
Regional Administrator will announce
in the FEDERAL REGISTER the date of
closure of the fishery for the species of
concern.

(b) When a harvest guideline has been
taken, the Regional Administrator will
initiate review of the species of con-
cern according to section 8.4.8 of the
FMP and publish in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER any necessary and appropriate
regulations following Council rec-
ommendations.

§660.711 General catch restrictions.

(a) Prohibited species. HMS under
the FMP for which quotas have been
achieved and the fishery closed are pro-
hibited species. In addition, the fol-
lowing are prohibited species:

(1) Any species of salmon.

(2) Great white shark.

(3) Basking shark.

(4) Megamouth shark.

(5) Pacific halibut.

(b) Incidental landings. HMS caught
by gear not authorized by this subpart
may be landed in incidental amounts
as follows:

(1) Drift gillnet vessels with
stretched mesh less than 14 inches may
land up to 10 HMS per trip, except that
no swordfish may be landed.

(2) Bottom longline vessels may land
up to 20 percent by weight of manage-
ment unit sharks in landings of all spe-
cies, or 3 individual sharks of the spe-
cies in the management unit, which-
ever is greater.

(3) Trawl and pot gear vessels may
land up to 1 percent by weight of man-
agement unit sharks in a landing of all
species or 2 individual sharks of the
species in the management unit,
whichever is greater.

(c) Marlin prohibition. The sale of
striped marlin by a vessel with a per-
mit under this subpart is prohibited.

(d) Sea turtle handling and resuscita-
tion. All sea turtles taken incidentally
in fishing operations by any HMS ves-
sel other than vessels subject to
§660.712 must be handled in accordance
with 50 CFR 223.206(d)(1).
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