§1301.4

sought, such as the date, title or name,
author, recipient, and subject matter
of the record. If known, you should in-
clude any file designations or descrip-
tions for the records that you want. As
a general rule, the more specific you
are about the records or type of records
that you want, the more likely TVA
will be able to locate those records in
response to your request. If TVA deter-
mines that your request does not rea-
sonably describe records, it shall tell
you either what additional information
is needed or why your request is other-
wise insufficient. TVA shall also give
you an opportunity to discuss your re-
quest so that you may modify it to
meet the requirements of this section.
If your request does not reasonably de-
scribe the records you seek, the agen-
cy’s response to your request may be
delayed.

(c) Agreement to pay fees. If you make
a FOIA request, it shall be considered
an agreement by you to pay all appli-
cable fees charged under §1301.11, up to
$25.00, unless you seek a waiver of fees.
TVA’s FOIA Officer will confirm this
agreement in an acknowledgement let-
ter. When making a request, you may
specify a willingness to pay a greater
or lesser amount.

[64 FR 4044, Jan. 27, 1999, as amended at 65
FR 16513, Mar. 29, 2000]

§1301.4 Responsibility for responding
to requests.

(a) TVA’s FOIA Officer, or the FOIA
Officer’s designee, is responsible for re-
sponding to all FOIA requests. In de-
termining which records are responsive
to a request, TVA will ordinarily in-
clude only records in its possession as
of the date it begins its search for
them. If any other date is used, the
FOIA Officer shall inform the requester
of that date.

(b) Authority to grant or deny requests.
TVA’s FOIA Officer, or the FOIA Offi-
cer’s designee, is authorized to grant or
deny any request for a TVA record.

(c) Consultations and referrals. When
the FOIA Officer receives a request for
a record in TVA’s possession, the FOIA
Officer shall determine whether an-
other agency of the Federal Govern-
ment is better able to determine
whether the record is exempt from dis-
closure under the FOIA and, if so,
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whether it should be disclosed as a
matter of administrative discretion. If
the FOIA Officer determines that TVA
is not best able to process the record,
the FOIA Officer shall either:

(1) Respond to the request regarding
that record, after consulting with the
agency best able to determine whether
to disclose it and with any other agen-
cy that has a substantial interest in it;
or

(2) Refer the responsibility for re-
sponding to the request regarding that
record to the agency that originated
the record (but only if that agency is
subject to the FOIA). Ordinarily, the
agency that originated a record will be
presumed to be best able to determine
whether to disclose it.

(d) Notice of referral. Whenever TVA
refers all or any part of the responsi-
bility for responding to a request to an-
other agency, it ordinarily shall notify
the requester of the referral and inform
the requester of the name of each agen-
cy to which the request has been re-
ferred and of the part of the request
that has been referred.

(e) Timing of responses to consultations
and referrals. All consultations and re-
ferrals will be handled according to the
date the FOIA request initially was re-
ceived by the FOIA Officer, not any
later date.

(f) Agreements regarding consultations
and referrals. TVA may make agree-
ments with other agencies to eliminate
the need for consultations or referrals
for particular types of records.

[64 FR 4044, Jan. 27, 1999, as amended at 68
FR 4700, Jan. 30, 2003]

§1301.5 Timing of responses to re-
quests.

(a) In general, TVA ordinarily shall
respond to requests according to their
order of receipt and placement in an
appropriate processing track, as fol-
lows:

(b) Multi-track processing procedures.
TVA has established three tracks for
handling requests and the track to
which a request is assigned will depend
on the nature of the request and the es-
timated processing time, including a
consideration of the number of pages
involved. If TVA places a request in a
track other than Track 1, it will advise
requesters of the limits of its faster
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