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§630.102

The purpose of this subpart is to pre-
scribe policies for authorizing Federal-
aid projects through execution of the
project agreement required by 23 U.S.C.
106(a)(2).

Purpose.

§630.104 Applicability.

(a) This subpart is applicable to all
Federal-aid projects unless specifically
exempted.

(b) Other projects which involve spe-
cial procedures are to be approved, or
authorized as set out in the imple-
menting instructions or regulations for
those projects.

§630.106

§630.106 Authorization to proceed and
project monitoring.

(a)(1) The State transportation de-
partment (STD) must obtain an au-
thorization to proceed from the FHWA
before beginning work on any Federal-
aid project. The STD may request an
authorization to proceed in writing or
by electronic mail for a project or a
group of projects.

(2) The FHWA will issue the author-
ization to proceed either through or
after the execution of a formal project
agreement with the State. The agree-
ment can be executed only after appli-
cable prerequisite requirements of Fed-
eral laws and implementing regula-
tions and directives are satisfied. Ex-
cept as provided in paragraphs (c)(1)
through (c)(4) of this section, the
FHWA will obligate Federal funds in
the project or group of projects upon
execution of the project agreement.

(3) The State’s request that Federal
funds be obligated shall be supported
by a documented cost estimate that is
based on the State’s best estimate of
costs.

(4) The State shall maintain a proc-
ess to adjust project cost estimates.
For example, the process would require
a review of the project cost estimate
when the bid is approved, a project
phase is completed, a design change is
approved, etc. Specifically, the State
shall revise the Federal funds obligated
within 90 days after it has determined
that the estimated Federal share of
project costs has decreased by $250,000
or more.

(5) The State shall review, on a quar-
terly basis, inactive projects (for the
purposes of this subpart an ‘“‘inactive
project” means a project for which no
expenditures have been charged against
Federal funds for the past 12 months)
with unexpended Federal obligations
and shall revise the Federal funds obli-
gated for a project within 90 days to re-
flect the current cost estimate, based
on the following criteria:

(i) Projects inactive for the past 12
months with unexpended balances
more than $500,000,

(i) Projects inactive for the past 24
months with unexpended balances of
$50,000 to $500,000, and
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