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§655.602

The terms used herein are defined in
accordance with definitions and usages
contained in the MUTCD and 23 U.S.C.
101(a).

Definitions.

§655.603 Standards.

(a) National MUTCD. The MUTCD ap-
proved by the Federal Highway Admin-
istrator is the national standard for all
traffic control devices installed on any
street, highway, or bicycle trail open
to public travel in accordance with 23
U.S.C. 109(d) and 402(a). For the pur-
pose of MUTCD applicability, open to
public travel includes toll roads and
roads within shopping centers, parking
lot areas, airports, sports arenas, and
other similar business and/or recre-
ation facilities that are privately
owned but where the public is allowed
to travel without access restrictions.
Military bases and other gated prop-
erties where access is restricted and
private highway-rail grade crossings
are not included in this definition.

(b) State or other Federal MUTCD. (1)
Where State or other Federal agency
MUTCDs or supplements are required,
they shall be in substantial conform-
ance with the National MUTCD. Sub-
stantial conformance means that the
State MUTCD or supplement shall con-
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form as a minimum to the standard
statements included in the National
MUTCD. The FHWA Division Adminis-
trators and Associate Administrator
for the Federal Lands Highway Pro-
gram may grant exceptions in cases
where a State MUTCD or supplement
cannot conform to standard statements
in the National MUTCD because of the
requirements of a specific State law
that was in effect prior to the effective
date of this final rule, provided that
the Division Administrator or Asso-
ciate Administrator determines based
on information available and docu-
mentation received from the State that
the non-conformance does not create a
safety concern. The guidance state-
ments contained in the National
MUTCD shall also be in the State Man-
ual or supplement unless the reason for
not including it is satisfactorily ex-
plained based on engineering judgment,
specific conflicting State law, or a doc-
umented engineering study. The FHWA
Division Administrators shall approve
the State MUTCDs and supplements
that are in substantial conformance
with the National MUTCD. The FHWA
Associate Administrator of the Federal
Lands Highway Program shall approve
other Federal land management agen-
cies MUTCDs and supplements that are
in substantial conformance with the
National MUTCD. The FHWA Division
Administrators and the FHWA Asso-
ciate Administrators for the Federal
Lands Highway Program have the
flexibility to determine on a case-by-
case basis the degree of variation al-
lowed.

(2) States and other Federal agencies
are encouraged to adopt the National
MUTCD in its entirety as their official
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control De-
vices.

(3) States and other Federal agencies
shall adopt changes issued by the
FHWA to the National MUTCD within
two years from the effective date of the
final rule. For those States that auto-
matically adopt the MUTCD imme-
diately upon the effective date of the
latest edition or revision of the
MUTCD, the FHWA Division Adminis-
trators have the flexibility to allow
these States to install certain devices
from existing inventory or previously
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