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satisfaction of HUD, through the provi-
sion of information regarding the orga-
nization’s charter and by-laws, that
the organization is sufficiently similar
in purpose, function, and scope to those
entities qualifying under paragraph
(c)(1) or (2) of this section.

[60 FR 1944, Jan. 5, 1995, as amended at 71 FR
30035, May 24, 2006]

§570.205 Eligible planning, urban en-
vironmental design and policy-plan-
ning-management-capacity building
activities.

(a) Planning activities which consist
of all costs of data gathering, studies,
analysis, and preparation of plans and
the identification of actions that will
implement such plans, including, but
not limited to:

(1) Comprehensive plans;

(2) Community development plans;

(3) Functional plans, in areas such as:

(i) Housing, including the develop-
ment of a consolidated plan;

(if) Land use and urban environ-
mental design;

(iii) Economic development;

(iv) Open space and recreation;

(v) Energy use and conservation;

(vi) Floodplain and wetlands manage-
ment in accordance with the require-
ments of Executive Orders 11988 and
11990;

(vii) Transportation;

(viii) Utilities; and

(ix) Historic preservation.

(4) Other plans and studies such as:

(i) Small area and neighborhood
plans;

(ii) Capital improvements programs;

(iii) Individual project plans (but ex-
cluding engineering and design costs
related to a specific activity which are
eligible as part of the cost of such ac-
tivity under §§570.201-570.204);

(iv) The reasonable costs of general
environmental, urban environmental
design and historic preservation stud-
ies; and general environmental
assessment- and remediation-oriented
planning related to properties with
known or suspected environmental
contamination. However, costs nec-
essary to comply with 24 CFR part 58,
including project specific environ-
mental assessments and clearances for
activities eligible for assistance under
this part, are eligible as part of the
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cost of such activities under §§570.201-
570.204. Costs for such specific assess-
ments and clearances may also be in-
curred under this paragraph but would
then be considered planning costs for
the purposes of §570.200(g);

(v) Strategies and action programs to
implement plans, including the devel-
opment of codes, ordinances and regu-
lations;

(vi) Support of clearinghouse func-
tions, such as those specified in Execu-
tive Order 12372; and

(vii) Analysis of impediments to fair
housing choice.

(viii) Developing an inventory of
properties with known or suspected en-
vironmental contamination.

(6) Policy—planning—management—
capacity building activities which will
enable the recipient to:

(1) Determine its needs;

(2) Set long-term goals and short-
term objectives, including those re-
lated to urban environmental design;

(3) Devise programs and activities to
meet these goals and objectives;

(4) Evaluate the progress of such pro-
grams and activities in accomplishing
these goals and objectives; and

(5) Carry out management, coordina-
tion and monitoring of activities nec-
essary for effective planning implemen-
tation, but excluding the costs nec-
essary to implement such plans.

[53 FR 34439, Sept. 6, 1988, as amended at 56
FR 56127, Oct. 31, 1991; 60 FR 1915, Jan. 5, 1995;
71 FR 30035, May 24, 2006]

§570.206 Program
costs.

Payment of reasonable administra-
tive costs and carrying charges related
to the planning and execution of com-
munity development activities assisted
in whole or in part with funds provided
under this part and, where applicable,
housing activities (described in para-
graph (g) of this section) covered in the
recipient’s housing assistance plan.
This does not include staff and over-
head costs directly related to carrying
out activities eligible under §570.201
through §570.204, since those costs are
eligible as part of such activities.

(a) General management, oversight and
coordination. Reasonable costs of over-
all program management, coordina-
tion, monitoring, and evaluation. Such

administrative
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costs include, but are not necessarily
limited to, necessary expenditures for
the following:

(1) Salaries, wages, and related costs
of the recipient’s staff, the staff of
local public agencies, or other staff en-
gaged in program administration. In
charging costs to this category the re-
cipient may either include the entire
salary, wages, and related costs allo-
cable to the program of each person
whose primary responsibilities with re-
gard to the program involve program
administration assignments, or the pro
rata share of the salary, wages, and re-
lated costs of each person whose job in-
cludes any program administration as-
signments. The recipient may use only
one of these methods during the pro-
gram year (or the grant period for
grants under subpart F). Program ad-
ministration includes the following
types of assignments:

(i) Providing local officials and citi-
zens with information about the pro-
gram;

(ii) Preparing program budgets and
schedules, and amendments thereto;

(iii) Developing systems for assuring
compliance with program require-
ments;

(iv) Developing interagency agree-
ments and agreements with subrecipi-
ents and contractors to carry out pro-
gram activities;

(v) Monitoring program activities for
progress and compliance with program
requirements;

(vi) Preparing reports and other doc-
uments related to the program for sub-
mission to HUD;

(vii) Coordinating the resolution of
audit and monitoring findings;

(viii) Evaluating program
against stated objectives; and

(ix) Managing or supervising persons
whose primary responsibilities with re-
gard to the program include such as-
signments as those described in para-
graph (a)(1)(i) through (viii) of this sec-
tion.

(2) Travel costs incurred for official
business in carrying out the program;

(3) Administrative services performed
under third party contracts or agree-
ments, including such services as gen-
eral legal services, accounting services,
and audit services; and

results
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(4) Other costs for goods and services
required for administration of the pro-
gram, including such goods and serv-
ices as rental or purchase of equip-
ment, insurance, utilities, office sup-
plies, and rental and maintenance (but
not purchase) of office space.

(b) Public information. The provisions
of information and other resources to
residents and citizen organizations par-
ticipating in the planning, implemen-
tation, or assessment of activities
being assisted with CDBG funds.

(c) Fair housing activities. Provision of
fair housing services designed to fur-
ther the fair housing objectives of the
Fair Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 3601-20) by
making all persons, without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, national ori-
gin, familial status or handicap, aware
of the range of housing opportunities
available to them; other fair housing
enforcement, education, and outreach
activities; and other activities de-
signed to further the housing objective
of avoiding undue concentrations of as-
sisted persons in areas containing a
high proportion of low and moderate
income persons.

(d) [Reserved]

(e) Indirect costs. Indirect costs may
be charged to the CDBG program under
a cost allocation plan prepared in ac-
cordance with OMB Circular A-21, A-
87, or A-122 as applicable.

(f) Submission of applications for fed-
eral programs. Preparation of docu-
ments required for submission to HUD
to receive funds under the CDBG and
UDAG programs. In addition, CDBG
funds may be used to prepare applica-
tions for other Federal programs where
the recipient determines that such ac-
tivities are necessary or appropriate to
achieve its community development
objectives.

(g) Administrative expenses to facilitate
housing. CDBG funds may be used for
necessary administrative expenses in
planning or obtaining financing for
housing as follows: for entitlement re-
cipients, assistance authorized by this
paragraph is limited to units which are
identified in the recipient’s HUD ap-
proved housing assistance plan; for
HUD-administered small cities recipi-
ents, assistance authorized by the
paragraph is limited to facilitating the
purchase or occupancy of existing units
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which are to be occupied by low and
moderate income households, or the
construction of rental or owner units
where at least 20 percent of the units in
each project will be occupied at afford-
able rents/costs by low and moderate
income persons. Examples of eligible
actions are as follows:

(1) The cost of conducting prelimi-
nary surveys and analysis of market
needs;

(2) Site and utility plans, narrative
descriptions of the proposed construc-
tion, preliminary cost estimates, urban
design documentation, and ‘‘sketch
drawings,” but excluding architectural,
engineering, and other details ordi-
narily required for construction pur-
poses, such as structural, electrical,
plumbing, and mechanical details;

(3) Reasonable costs associated with
development of applications for mort-
gage and insured loan commitments,
including commitment fees, and of ap-
plications and proposals under the Sec-
tion 8 Housing Assistance Payments
Program pursuant to 24 CFR parts 880-
883;

(4) Fees associated with processing of
applications for mortgage or insured
loan commitments under programs in-
cluding those administered by HUD,
Farmers Home Administration
(FmHA), Federal National Mortgage
Association (FNMA), and the Govern-
ment National Mortgage Association
(GNMA);

(5) The cost of issuance and adminis-
tration of mortgage revenue bonds used
to finance the acquisition, rehabilita-
tion or construction of housing, but ex-
cluding costs associated with the pay-
ment or guarantee of the principal or
interest on such bonds; and

(6) Special outreach activities which
result in greater landlord participation
in Section 8 Housing Assistance Pay-
ments Program-Existing Housing or
similar programs for low and moderate
income persons.

(h) Section 17 of the United States
Housing Act of 1937. Reasonable costs
equivalent to those described in para-
graphs (a), (b), (e) and (f) of this section
for overall program management of the
Rental Rehabilitation and Housing De-
velopment programs authorized under
section 17 of the United States Housing
Act of 1937, whether or not such activi-
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ties are otherwise assisted with funds
provided under this part.

(i) Whether or not such activities are
otherwise assisted by funds provided
under this part, reasonable costs equiv-
alent to those described in paragraphs
(@), (b), (e), and (f) of this section for
overall program management of:

(1) A Federally designated Empower-
ment Zone or Enterprise Community;
and

(2) The HOME program under title 11
of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
fordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12701
note).

[53 FR 34439, Sept. 6, 1988; 53 FR 41330, Oct. 21,
1988, as amended at 54 FR 37411, Sept. 8, 1989;
60 FR 56912, Nov. 9, 1995; 69 FR 32778, June 10,
2004]

§570.207 Ineligible activities.

The general rule is that any activity
that is not authorized under the provi-
sions of 8§570.201-570.206 is ineligible to
be assisted with CDBG funds. This sec-
tion identifies specific activities that
are ineligible and provides guidance in
determining the eligibility of other ac-
tivities frequently associated with
housing and community development.

(a) The following activities may not
be assisted with CDBG funds:

(1) Buildings or portions thereof, used
for the general conduct of government as
defined at §570.3(d) cannot be assisted
with CDBG funds. This does not in-
clude, however, the removal of archi-
tectural barriers under §570.201(c) in-
volving any such building. Also, where
acquisition of real property includes an
existing improvement which is to be
used in the provision of a building for
the general conduct of government, the
portion of the acquisition cost attrib-
utable to the land is eligible, provided
such acquisition meets a national ob-
jective described in §570.208.

(2) General government expenses. EXx-
cept as otherwise specifically author-
ized in this subpart or under OMB Cir-
cular A-87, expenses required to carry
out the regular responsibilities of the
unit of general local government are
not eligible for assistance under this
part.

(3) Political activities. CDBG funds
shall not be used to finance the use of
facilities or equipment for political
purposes or to engage in other partisan



