§964.200

financial status. The resident council
funds shall not be impacted or re-
stricted by the HA financial status and
all said funds must be used for the pur-
pose set forth in subparts B and C of
this part.

(3) The HA and the duly elected resi-
dent council at each development and/
or those jurisdiction-wide councils
shall collaborate on how the funds will
be distributed for tenant participation
activities. If disputes regarding funding
decisions arise between the parties, the
matter shall be referred to the Field
Office for intervention. HUD Field Of-
fice shall require the parties to under-
take further negotiations to resolve
the dispute. If no resolution is achieved
within 90 days from the date of the
Field Office intervention, the Field Of-
fice shall refer the matter to HUD
Headquarters for final resolution.

(b) Stipends. (1) HUD encourages HAs
to provide stipends to resident council
officers who serve as volunteers in
their public housing developments. The
amount of the stipend, up to $200 per
month/per officer, shall be decided lo-
cally by the resident council and the
HA. Subject to appropriations, the sti-
pends will be funded from the resident
council’s portion of the operating sub-
sidy funding for resident council ex-
penses ($15.00 per unit per year).

(2) Pursuant to §913.106, stipends are
not to be construed as salaries and
should not be included as income for
calculation of rents, and are not sub-
ject to conflict of interest require-
ments.

(3) Funding provided by a HA to a
duly elected resident council may be
made only under a written agreement
between the HA and a resident council,
which includes a resident council budg-
et and assurance that all resident
council expenditures will not con-
travene provisions of law and will pro-
mote serviceability, efficiency, econ-
omy and stability in the operation of
the local development. The agreement
must require the local resident council
to account to the HA for the use of the
funds and permit the HA to inspect and
audit the resident council’s financial
records related to the agreement.
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Subpart C—Tenant Opportunities
Program

§964.200 General.

(a) The Tenant Opportunities Pro-
gram (TOP) provides technical assist-
ance for various activities, including
but not limited to resident manage-
ment, for resident councils/resident
management corporations as author-
ized by Section 20 of the U.S. Housing
Act of 1937. The TOP provides opportu-
nities for resident organizations to im-
prove living conditions and resident
satisfaction in public housing commu-
nities.

(b) This subpart establishes the poli-
cies, procedures and requirements for
participating in the TOP with respect
to applications for funding for pro-
grams identified in this subpart.

(c) This subpart contains the policies,
procedures and requirements for the
resident management program as au-
thorized by section 20 of the U.S. Hous-
ing Act of 1937.

§964.205 Eligibility.

(a) Resident councils/resident manage-
ment corporations. Any eligible resident
council/resident management corpora-
tion as defined in subpart B of this part
is eligible to participate in a program
administered under this subpart.

(b) Activities. Activities to be funded
and carried out by an eligible resident
council or resident management cor-
poration, as defined in subpart B of
this part, must improve the living con-
ditions and public housing operations
and may include any combination of,
but are not limited to, the following:

(1) Resident capacity building. (1)
Training Board members in community
organizing, Board development, and
leadership training;

(ii) Determining the feasibility of
resident management enablement for a
specific project or projects; and

(iii) Assisting in the actual creation
of an RMC, such as consulting and
legal assistance to incorporate, pre-
paring by-laws and drafting a corporate
charter.

(2) Resident management. (i) Training
residents, as potential employees of an
RMC, in skills directly related to the
operation, management, maintenance
and financial systems of a project;
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