§983.252

(i) Refuse to list the applicant on the
PHA waiting list for tenant-based as-
sistance;

(ii) Deny any admission preference
for which the applicant is currently
qualified;

(iii) Change the applicant’s place on
the waiting list based on preference,
date, and time of application, or other
factors affecting selection under the
PHA selection policy;

(iv) Remove the applicant from the
waiting list for tenant-based voucher
assistance.

§983.252 PHA information for accept-
ed family.

(a) Oral briefing. When a family ac-
cepts an offer of PBV assistance, the
PHA must give the family an oral
briefing. The briefing must include in-
formation on the following subjects:

(1) A description of how the program
works; and

(2) Family and owner responsibilities.

(b) Information packet. The PHA must
give the family a packet that includes
information on the following subjects:

(1) How the PHA determines the total
tenant payment for a family;

(2) Family obligations under the pro-
gram; and

(3) Applicable fair housing informa-
tion.

(c) Providing information for persons
with disabilities. (1) If the family head
or spouse is a disabled person, the PHA
must take appropriate steps to assure
effective communication, in accord-
ance with 24 CFR 8.6, in conducting the
oral briefing and in providing the writ-
ten information packet, including in
alternative formats.

(2) The PHA shall have some mecha-
nism for referring to accessible PBV
units a family that includes a person
with mobility impairment.

(d) Providing information for persons
with limited English proficiency. The
PHA should take reasonable steps to
assure meaningful access by persons
with limited English proficiency in ac-
cordance with obligations contained in
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
and Executive Order 13166.

§983.253 Leasing of contract units.

(a) Owner selection of tenants. (1) Dur-
ing the term of the HAP contract, the
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owner must lease contract units only
to eligible families selected and re-
ferred by the PHA from the PHA wait-
ing list.

(2) The owner is responsible for
adopting written tenant selection pro-
cedures that are consistent with the
purpose of improving housing opportu-
nities for very low-income families and
reasonably related to program eligi-
bility and an applicant’s ability to per-
form the lease obligations.

(3) An owner must promptly notify in
writing any rejected applicant of the
grounds for any rejection.

(b) Sice of wunit. The contract unit
leased to each family must be appro-
priate for the size of the family under
the PHA’s subsidy standards.

§983.254 Vacancies.

(a) Filling vacant units. (1) The owner
must promptly notify the PHA of any
vacancy or expected vacancy in a con-
tract unit. After receiving the owner
notice, the PHA must make every rea-
sonable effort to refer promptly a suffi-
cient number of families for the owner
to fill such vacancies.

(2) The owner must lease vacant con-
tract units only to eligible families on
the PHA waiting list referred by the
PHA.

(3) The PHA and the owner must
make reasonable good faith efforts to
minimize the likelihood and length of
any vacancy.

(b) Reducing number of contract units.
If any contract units have been vacant
for a period of 120 or more days since
owner notice of vacancy (and notwith-
standing the reasonable good faith ef-
forts of the PHA to fill such vacancies),
the PHA may give notice to the owner
amending the HAP contract to reduce
the number of contract units by sub-
tracting the number of contract units
(by number of bedrooms) that have
been vacant for such period.

§983.255 Tenant screening.

(a) PHA option. (1) The PHA has no
responsibility or liability to the owner
or any other person for the family’s be-
havior or suitability for tenancy. How-
ever, the PHA may opt to screen appli-
cants for family behavior or suitability
for tenancy and may deny admission to
an applicant based on such screening.
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