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(f) Student enrollment in any labora-
tory or vocational class shall be con-
sistent with applicable health and safe-
ty standards. 

(g) Schools are encouraged to provide 
alternative programs that lead to high 
school completion for secondary stu-
dents who do not function successfully 
in the regular academic setting. 

[50 FR 36816, Sept. 9, 1985, as amended at 59 
FR 61765, Dec. 1, 1994] 

Subpart D—Student Instructional 
Evaluation 

§ 36.30 Standard X—Grading require-
ments. 

(a) Each school shall implement a 
uniform grading system which assesses 
a student’s mastery of the prescribed 
objectives of the courses of study un-
dertaken. The mastery of prescribed 
course objectives shall be the primary 
measure of academic attainment for 
reporting student grades on report 
cards. 

(b) The information derived from stu-
dent instructional evaluations shall be 
shared with the student and with the 
parents and shall be used to give teach-
ers and students direction for subse-
quent learning activities. 

(c) Parent/teacher and parent/teach-
er/student conferences focused on the 
student’s instructional progress and 
development shall be held, where fea-
sible and practical, to provide an addi-
tional means of communication be-
tween home and school. Residential 
schools may meet this standard by doc-
umenting the communication of stu-
dent grades on report cards to parents. 

(d) Each school shall issue a report 
card to parents of students who are 
under the age of eighteen (18) and to 
students eighteen (18) years of age and 
older on a regular basis, but not less 
than four (4) times yearly. The report 
card shall include, but not be limited 
to, the following sections: 

(1) Recommendations and probable 
promotion status; 

(2) Appropriate signatures and re-
quest for return of report cards; and 

(3) Student attendance record. 
(e) A summary of each year’s final 

card shall become part of the student’s 
permanent school record. 

§ 36.31 Standard XI—Student pro-
motion requirements. 

Each school shall establish and im-
plement a promotion policy which 
shall be submitted to and approved by 
the local school board and Agency Su-
perintendent for Education or Area 
Education Programs Administrator, as 
appropriate. The requirements shall in-
clude, but not be limited to, the fol-
lowing: 

(a) Each grade level or equivalent 
shall have a minimum criteria for stu-
dent promotion based primarily on 
measurable mastery of the instruc-
tional objectives. 

(b) Criterion-referenced tests that 
evaluate student skills shall be utilized 
for measuring the mastery of instruc-
tional objectives. The evaluation re-
sults shall form the basis for the pro-
motion of each student. 

(c) A student who has not partici-
pated, either directly or through ap-
proved alternative instructional meth-
ods or programs, in a minimum of 160 
instructional days per academic term 
or 80 instructional days per semester 
without a written excused absence 
shall not be promoted. A school board 
or a school committee may review a 
promotion decision and, if warranted 
due to compelling and/or extenuating 
circumstances, rescind in writing such 
action on a case-by-case basis. Alter-
native instructional methods shall be 
submitted in writing for approval by 
the Agency Superintendent for Edu-
cation or Area Education Programs 
Administrator, as appropriate. 

§ 36.32 Standard XII—Graduation re-
quirements for a high school di-
ploma. 

Graduation requirements contained 
under this section shall be applied be-
ginning with the graduating class of 
the 1987–88 school year. 

(a) Satisfactory completion of a min-
imum number of units shall be the 
measure for the issuance of a high 
school diploma. 

(b) To graduate, a student shall earn 
20 units in a four year high school pro-
gram unless the state in which the 
school is located exceeds these require-
ments, in which case the state’s re-
quirements shall apply; fifteen (15) 
units shall be required as follows: 
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(1) Language arts—four (4) units. 
(2) Mathematics—three (3) units. 
(3) Social studies—three (3) units. 
(i) One (1) unit in United States his-

tory; 
(ii) One-half (1⁄2) unit in civics/gov-

ernment; 
(iii) One-half (1⁄2) unit in tribal his-

tory/government; 
(iv) One-half (1⁄2) unit in Indian stud-

ies; and 
(v) One-half (1⁄2) unit in any other so-

cial studies; 
(4) Science—two (2) units. 
(i) One (1) unit in the general science 

area. 
(ii) One (1) unit in laboratory science 

areas, i.e., chemistry, physics, biology, 
zoology, laboratory anatomy. 

(5) Physical education—one (1) unit. 
(6) Practical arts—one (1) unit. Credit 

in any vocational course may also be 
used to satisfy this required unit. 

(7) Fine arts—one (1) unit. Music, art, 
dance, drama, theatre, and other fine 
arts courses may be used to satisfy this 
required unit. These are minimum re-
quirements; local schools may estab-
lish academic or vocational require-
ments beyond those prescribed by these 
standards. 

(c) A school with an average enroll-
ment of fewer than 75 students may 
offer subjects in alternate years. If 
schools use this pattern, alternating 
pairs of subjects shall be listed and ap-
proved by the Agency Superintendent 
for Education or Area Education Pro-
grams Administrator, as appropriate. 

(d) Credits earned through approved 
correspondence or extension study may 
be accepted if such credits are from 
schools approved or accredited by the 
state in which they are located or by a 
college or university which is region-
ally accredited for such purposes. 

(e) Students who successfully com-
plete the requirements of the High 
School Proficiency Examination in the 
State in which the school is located 
shall receive an endorsement so stating 
on their diplomas. 

Subpart E—Instructional Support 

§ 36.40 Standard XIII—Library/media 
program. 

(a) Each school shall provide a li-
brary/media program which shall, as a 

minimum, meet the applicable state 
and/or regional standards, but shall not 
be limited to these, and shall include 
the following: 

(1) A written set of instructional and 
service objectives shall be established 
that is integrated and consistent with 
the school’s educational goals and phi-
losophy. The librarian or educational 
media specialist, with students and 
staff, shall set objectives based on as-
sessed academic and residential needs. 
The program and services will be eval-
uated yearly by the principal and the 
librarian or educational media spe-
cialist to determine the degree to 
which all objectives have been met. 

(2) A written policy for the selection 
of materials and equipment shall be de-
veloped by a library committee in col-
laboration with the librarian and be 
approved by the school board. The col-
lection of materials shall include as a 
minimum the following: 

(i) A collection of books suitable for 
the range of student abilities and inter-
ests being served in the following ADM 
ratios. 

(A) Elementary K–6, 15 books per stu-
dent 

(B) Middle 7–8, 12 books per student 
(C) Secondary 9–12, 10 books per stu-

dent 

It is required that materials pertaining 
to Indian Tribes and/or Alaskan Na-
tives be integrated within this basic 
collection. 

(ii) Eight (8) to 12 percent of the basic 
collection must be composed of ref-
erence books, currently relevant and in 
a state of good physical condition, for 
practical use. Single copies of the prin-
cipal textbooks used to complement in-
struction shall be in the collection, but 
textbooks cannot be counted toward 
this standard. 

(iii) A periodical collection, suitable 
for the range of student abilities and 
interests being served, consisting of 
one (1) periodical for every ten (10) stu-
dents, shall be maintained. Schools of 
over 200 will have a base collection of 
20 periodicals. 

(iv) A professional collection for the 
school staff shall be developed and 
maintained by the librarian in coopera-
tion with a faculty committee. 
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