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(ii) Any entity in which one or more 
individuals referred to in paragraphs 
(2)(i) of this definition owns or controls 
at least 20 percent; and 

(iii) Any individual or entity in con-
trol of or controlled by the small busi-
ness (except a Small Business Invest-
ment Company (‘‘SBIC’’) licensed by 
SBA). 

(3) For purposes of this definition, 
the time during which an Associate re-
lationship exists commences six 
months before the following dates and 
continues as long as the certification, 
participation agreement, or loan is 
outstanding: 

(i) For a CDC, the date of certifi-
cation by SBA; 

(ii) For a Lender, the date of applica-
tion for a loan guarantee on behalf of 
an applicant; or 

(iii) For a small business, the date of 
the loan application to SBA, the CDC, 
the Intermediary, or the Lender. 

Authorization is SBA’s written agree-
ment providing the terms and condi-
tions under which SBA will make or 
guarantee business loans. It is not a 
contract to make a loan. 

Borrower is the obligor of an SBA 
business loan. 

Certified Development Company 
(‘‘CDC’’) is an entity authorized by 
SBA to deliver 504 financing to small 
businesses. 

Close Relative is a spouse; a parent; or 
a child or sibling, or the spouse of any 
such person. 

Eligible Passive Company is a small en-
tity or trust which does not engage in 
regular and continuous business activ-
ity, which leases real or personal prop-
erty to an Operating Company for use 
in the Operating Company’s business, 
and which complies with the conditions 
set forth in § 120.111. 

Intermediary is the entity in the 
Microloan program that receives SBA 
financial assistance and makes loans to 
small businesses in amounts up to 
$25,000. 

Lender is an institution that has exe-
cuted a participation agreement with 
SBA under the guaranteed loan pro-
gram. 

Loan Instruments are the Authoriza-
tion, note, instruments of 
hypothecation, and all other agree-
ments and documents related to a loan. 

Operating Company is an eligible 
small business actively involved in 
conducting business operations now or 
about to be located on real property 
owned by an Eligible Passive Company, 
or using or about to use in its business 
operations personal property owned by 
an Eligible Passive Company. 

Preference is any arrangement giving 
a Lender or a CDC a preferred position 
compared to SBA relating to the mak-
ing, servicing, or liquidation of a busi-
ness loan with respect to such things as 
repayment, collateral, guarantees, con-
trol, maintenance of a compensating 
balance, purchase of a Certificate of de-
posit or acceptance of a separate or 
companion loan, without SBA’s con-
sent. 

Rentable Property is the total square 
footage of all buildings or facilities 
used for business operations. 

Rural Area is a political subdivision 
or unincorporated area in a non-metro-
politan county (as defined by the De-
partment of Agriculture), or, if in a 
metropolitan county, any such subdivi-
sion or area with a resident population 
under 20,000 which is designated by 
SBA as rural. 

Service Provider is an entity that con-
tracts with a Lender or CDC to perform 
management, marketing, legal or other 
services. 

SOPs are SBA Standard Operating 
Procedures, as issued and revised by 
SBA from time to time. 

[61 FR 3235, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 2117, Jan. 13, 1999; 68 FR 57980, Oct. 7, 
2003] 

Subpart A—Policies Applying to 
All Business Loans 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

§ 120.100 What are the basic eligibility 
requirements for all applicants for 
SBA business loans? 

To be eligible for an SBA business 
loan, a small business applicant must: 

(a) Be an operating business (except 
for loans to Eligible Passive Compa-
nies); 

(b) Be organized for profit; 
(c) Be located in the United States; 
(d) Be small under the size require-

ments of part 121 of this chapter (in-
cluding affiliates). See subpart H of 
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this part for the size standards of part 
121 of this chapter which apply only to 
504 loans; and 

(e) Be able to demonstrate a need for 
the desired credit. 

§ 120.101 Credit not available else-
where. 

SBA provides business loan assist-
ance only to applicants for whom the 
desired credit is not otherwise avail-
able on reasonable terms from non- 
Federal sources. SBA requires the 
Lender or CDC to certify or otherwise 
show that the desired credit is unavail-
able to the applicant on reasonable 
terms and conditions from non-Federal 
sources without SBA assistance, tak-
ing into consideration the prevailing 
rates and terms in the community in 
or near where the applicant conducts 
business, for similar purposes and peri-
ods of time. Submission of an applica-
tion to SBA by a Lender or CDC con-
stitutes certification by the Lender or 
CDC that it has examined the avail-
ability of credit to the applicant, has 
based its certification upon that exam-
ination, and has substantiation in its 
file to support the certification. 

§ 120.102 Funds not available from al-
ternative sources, including per-
sonal resources of principals. 

(a) An applicant for a business loan 
must show that the desired funds are 
not available from the personal re-
sources of any owner of 20 percent or 
more of the equity of the applicant. 
SBA will require the use of personal re-
sources from any such owner as an in-
jection to reduce the SBA funded por-
tion of the total financing package 
(i.e., any SBA loans and any other fi-
nancing, including loans from any 
other source) when that owner’s liquid 
assets exceed the amounts specified in 
paragraphs (a) (1) through (3) of this 
section. When the total financing pack-
age: 

(1) Is $250,000 or less, each 20 percent 
owner of the applicant must inject any 
personal liquid assets which are in ex-
cess of two times the total financing 
package or $100,000, whichever is great-
er; 

(2) Is between $250,001 and $500,000, 
each 20 percent owner of the applicant 
must inject any personal liquid assets 

which are in excess of one and one-half 
times the total financing package or 
$500,000, whichever is greater; 

(3) Exceeds $500,000, each 20 percent 
owner of the applicant must inject any 
personal liquid assets which are in ex-
cess of one times the total financing 
package or $750,000, whichever is great-
er. 

(b) Any liquid assets in excess of the 
applicable amount set forth in para-
graph (a) of this section must be used 
to reduce the SBA portion of the total 
financing package. These funds must 
be injected prior to the disbursement of 
the proceeds of any SBA financing. 

(c) For purposes of this section, liq-
uid assets means cash or cash equiva-
lent, including savings accounts, CDs, 
stocks, bonds, or other similar assets. 
Equity in real estate holdings and 
other fixed assets are not to be consid-
ered liquid assets. 

§ 120.103 Are farm enterprises eligible? 

Federal financial assistance to agri-
cultural enterprises is generally made 
by the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), but may be made 
by SBA under the terms of a Memo-
randum of Understanding between SBA 
and USDA. Farm-related businesses 
which are not agricultural enterprises 
are eligible businesses under SBA’s 
business loan programs. 

§ 120.104 Are businesses financed by 
SBICs eligible? 

SBA may make or guarantee loans to 
a business financed by an SBIC if 
SBA’s collateral position will be supe-
rior to that of the SBIC. SBA may also 
make or guarantee a loan to an other-
wise eligible small business which tem-
porarily is owned or controlled by an 
SBIC under the regulations in part 107 
of this chapter. SBA neither guaran-
tees SBIC loans nor makes loans joint-
ly with SBICs. 

§ 120.105 Special consideration for vet-
erans. 

SBA will give special consideration 
to a small business owned by a veteran 
or, if the veteran chooses not to apply, 
to a business owned or controlled by 
one of the veteran’s dependents. If the 
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