§121.371

that as a result of original type certifi-
cation or later increase iIn capacity
have—

(1) A maximum type certificated pas-
senger seating capacity of 30 or more;
or

(2) A maximum payload capacity of
7,500 pounds or more.

(b) Exception. This section does not
apply to an airplane operated by a cer-
tificate holder under this part between
any point within the State of Alaska
and any other point within the State of
Alaska.

(c) General requirements. After Decem-
ber 20, 2010, a certificate holder may
not operate an airplane under this part
unless the following requirements have
been met:

(1) The maintenance program for the
airplane includes FAA-approved dam-
age-tolerance-based inspections and
procedures for airplane structure sus-
ceptible to fatigue cracking that could
contribute to a catastrophic failure.
These inspections and procedures must
take into account the adverse affects
repairs, alterations, and modifications
may have on fatigue cracking and the
inspection of this airplane structure.

(2) The damage-tolerance-based in-
spections and procedures identified in
this section and any revisions to these
inspections and procedures must be ap-
proved by the Aircraft Certification Of-
fice or office of the Transport Airplane
Directorate with oversight responsi-
bility for the relevant type certificate
or supplemental type certificate, as de-
termined by the Administrator. The
certificate holder must include the
damage-tolerance-based inspections
and procedures in the certificate hold-
er's FAA-approved maintenance pro-
gram.

[Doc. No. FAA-1999-5401, 70 FR 5532, Feb. 2,
2005]

§121.371 Required
sonnel.

(a) No person may use any person to
perform required inspections unless the
person performing the inspection is ap-
propriately certificated, properly
trained, qualified, and authorized to do
so.

(b) No person may allow any person
to perform a required inspection un-
less, at that time, the person per-

inspection per-
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forming that inspection is under the
supervision and control of an inspec-
tion unit.

(c) No person may perform a required
inspection if he performed the item of
work required to be inspected.

(d) Each certificate holder shall
maintain, or shall determine that each
person with whom it arranges to per-
form its required inspections main-
tains, a current listing of persons who
have been trained, qualified, and au-
thorized to conduct required inspec-
tions. The persons must be identified
by name, occupational title, and the
inspections that they are authorized to
perform. The certificate holder (or per-
son with whom it arranges to perform
its required inspections) shall give
written information to each person so
authorized describing the extent of his
responsibilities, authorities, and
inspectional limitations. The list shall
be made available for inspection by the
Administrator upon request.

§121.373 Continuing analysis and sur-
veillance.

(a) Each certificate holder shall es-
tablish and maintain a system for the
continuing analysis and surveillance of
the performance and effectiveness of
its inspection program and the pro-
gram covering other maintenance, pre-
ventive maintenance, and alterations
and for the correction of any deficiency
in those programs, regardless of wheth-
er those programs are carried out by
the certificate holder or by another
person.

(b) Whenever the Administrator finds
that either or both of the programs de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section
does not contain adequate procedures
and standards to meet the require-
ments of this part, the certificate hold-
er shall, after notification by the Ad-
ministrator, make any changes in
those programs that are necessary to
meet those requirements.

(c) A certificate holder may petition
the Administrator to reconsider the
notice to make a change in a program.
The petition must be filed with the
FAA certificate-holding district office
charged with the overall inspection of
the certificate holder’s operations
within 30 days after the certificate
holder receives the notice. Except in
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the case of an emergency requiring im-
mediate action in the interest of safe-
ty, the filing of the petition stays the
notice pending a decision by the Ad-
ministrator.

[Doc. No. 6258, 29 FR 19210, Dec. 31, 1964, as
amended by Amdt. 121-207, 54 FR 39293, Sept.
25, 1989; Amdt. 121-253, 61 FR 2611, Jan. 26,
1996]

§121.375 Maintenance and preventive
maintenance training program.

Each certificate holder or person per-
forming maintenance or preventive
maintenance functions for it shall have
a training program to ensure that each
person (including inspection personnel)
who determines the adequacy of work
done is fully informed about procedures
and techniques and new equipment in
use and is competent to perform his du-
ties.

§121.377 Maintenance and preventive
maintenance personnel duty time
limitations.

Within the United States, each cer-
tificate holder (or person performing
maintenance or preventive mainte-
nance functions for it) shall relieve
each person performing maintenance
or preventive maintenance from duty
for a period of at least 24 consecutive
hours during any seven consecutive
days, or the equivalent thereof within
any one calendar month.

§121.378 Certificate requirements.

(a) Except for maintenance, preven-
tive maintenance, alterations, and re-
quired inspections performed by a cer-
tificated repair station that is located
outside the United States, each person
who is directly in charge of mainte-
nance, preventive maintenance, or al-
terations, and each person performing
required inspections must hold an ap-
propriate airman certificate.

(b) For the purposes of this section, a
person directly in charge is each person
assigned to a position in which he is re-
sponsible for the work of a shop or sta-
tion that performs maintenance, pre-
ventive maintenance, alterations, or
other functions affecting aircraft air-
worthiness. A person who is directly in
charge need not physically observe and
direct each worker constantly but
must be available for consultation and

§121.380

decision on matters requiring instruc-
tion or decision from higher authority
than that of the persons performing
the work.

[Doc. No. 6258, 29 FR 19210, Dec. 31, 1964, as
amended by Amdt. 121-21, 31 FR 10618, Aug. 9,
1966; Amdt. 121-286, 66 FR 41116, Aug. 6, 2001]

§121.379 Authority to perform and ap-
prove maintenance, preventive
maintenance, and alterations.

(a) A certificate holder may perform,
or it may make arrangements with
other persons to perform, maintenance,
preventive maintenance, and alter-
ations as provided in its continuous
airworthiness maintenance program
and its maintenance manual. In addi-
tion, a certificate holder may perform
these functions for another certificate
holder as provided in the continuous
airworthiness maintenance program
and maintenance manual of the other
certificate holder.

(b) A certificate holder may approve
any aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine,
propeller, or appliance for return to
service after maintenance, preventive
maintenance, or alterations that are
performed under paragraph (a) of this
section. However, in the case of a
major repair or major alteration, the
work must have been done in accord-
ance with technical data approved by
the Administrator.

[Doc. No. 10289, 35 FR 16793, Oct. 30, 1970]

§121.380 Maintenance recording re-
quirements.

(a) Each certificate holder shall keep
(using the system specified in the man-
ual required in §121.369) the following
records for the periods specified in
paragraph (c) of this section:

(1) All the records necessary to show
that all requirements for the issuance
of an airworthiness release under
§121.709 have been met.

(2) Records containing the following
information:

(i) The total time in service of the
airframe.

(if) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, the total time in
service of each engine and propeller.

(iii) The current status of life-limited
parts of each airframe, engine, pro-
peller, and appliance.
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