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(iii) Restore floodplains or wetlands 
values, if applicable, to the proposed 
action. 

(5) The proposed action and alter-
natives shall now be comparatively 
evaluated taking into account the 
identified impacts, the steps necessary 
to minimize these impacts and oppor-
tunities to restore and preserve flood-
plain and wetlands values. The com-
parison will emphasize floodplain val-
ues. 

(i) If this evaluation indicates that 
the proposed action in the base flood-
plain is still practicable, consider lim-
iting the action so that a non-flood-
plain site could be more practicable. 

(ii) If the proposed action is outside 
the floodplain but has adverse impacts 
or supports floodplain development, 
consider modifying or relocating the 
action to eliminate or reduce these ef-
fects or even taking no action. 

(6) If, upon completing the compara-
tive evaluation, the Field Installation 
Director determines that the only 
practicable alternative is locating in 
the base floodplain, a statement of 
fundings and public explanation must 
be provided to all those who have re-
ceived the early public notice, and spe-
cifically to the appropriate State Sin-
gle Point of Contact pursuant to E.O. 
12372, and will include as a minimum: 

(i) The reasons why the proposed ac-
tion must be located in the floodplain. 

(ii) A statement of all significant 
facts considered in making the deter-
mination including alternative sites 
and actions. 

(iii) A statement indicating whether 
the actions conform to applicable 
State and local floodplain protection 
standards. 

(iv) In cases where land acquisition 
or major changes in land use are in-
volved, it may also be appropriate to 
include: 

(A) A provision for publication in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER or other appro-
priate vehicle. 

(B) A description of how the activity 
will be designed or modified to mini-
mize harm to or within the floodplain. 

(C) A statement indicating how the 
action affects natural or beneficial 
floodplain or wetlands values. 

(D) A statement listing other in-
volved agencies and individuals. 

(7) After a reasonable period (15 to 30 
days) to allow for public response, the 
proposed action may proceed through 
the normal NASA approval process, or 
if disposal is anticipated, the action 
can be implemented in accordance with 
Federal Property Management Regula-
tions real property disposal procedures. 
If, however, significant new informa-
tion is revealed in comments by the 
public, the field installation shall re- 
evaluate the proposed action in accord-
ance with the provisions of paragraph 
(b)(5) of this section. 

(8) For major NASA actions signifi-
cantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment, the evaluations 
required above will be included in any 
statement prepared under Section 
102(2)(C) of the National Environmental 
Policy Act. 

(9) In accordance with § 1216.202(b), 
the Assistant Associate Administrator 
for Facilities Engineering, NASA Head-
quarters, will conduct periodic on-site 
reviews to assure that the action is 
carried out in accordance with the 
stated findings and plans for the pro-
posed action, in compliance with the 
Executive orders. 

[44 FR 1089, Jan. 4, 1979, as amended at 56 FR 
50506, Oct. 7, 1991] 

Subpart 1216.3—Procedures for 
Implementing the National 
Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) 

AUTHORITY: The National Aeronautics and 
Space Act of 1958, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2451 
et seq.); the National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. 
4321 et seq.); the Environmental Quality Im-
provement Act of 1970, as amended (42 U.S.C. 
4371 et seq.); sec. 309 the Clean Air Act, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 7609); E.O. 11514 (Mar. 5, 
1970, as amended by E.O. 11991, May 24, 1977); 
the Council on Environmental Quality NEPA 
Regulations (40 CFR part 1500–1508); and E.O. 
12114, Jan. 4, 1979 (44 FR 1957). 

SOURCE: 44 FR 44485, July 30, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1216.300 Scope. 
This subpart sets forth NASA proce-

dures implementing the provisions of 
section 102(2) of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act (NEPA). The NASA 
procedures of this subpart supplement 
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the regulations of the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality (43 FR 55978) which 
establish uniform procedures for imple-
menting those provisions of NEPA. 

§ 1216.301 Applicability. 
(a) This subpart is applicable to 

NASA Headquarters and field installa-
tions. 

(b) The procedures established by 
this subpart apply to all NASA actions 
which may have an impact on the qual-
ity of the environment. These actions 
may fall within any of the four NASA 
budget categories: Research and Devel-
opment (R&D), Construction of Facili-
ties (CoF), Research and Program Man-
agement (R&PM), and Space Flight 
Control and Data Communications 
(SFCDC), or, if not involving budget 
authority or other congressional ap-
proval, may be separate from the cat-
egories. 

[44 FR 44485, July 30, 1979, as amended at 53 
FR 9760, Mar. 25, 1988] 

§ 1216.302 Definition of key terms. 
The definitions contained within part 

1508, Terminology and Index, CEQ Regu-
lations, 43 FR 55978, apply to subpart 
1216.3. Additional definitions, necessary 
for the purpose of this subpart, are as 
follows: 

(a) Budget line items. The individual 
items in the annual NASA authoriza-
tion legislation which are used here to 
classify the range of NASA actions. 
The four main budget line items are: 

(1) Research and Development (R&D). 
Those activities directed towards at-
taining the objectives of a specific mis-
sion, project, or program. All NASA’s 
aeronautics and space program ele-
ments are categorized within the R&D 
program categories. R&D funds are ex-
pended chiefly for contracted research 
and development and for research 
grants. Some R&D funds are also ex-
pended in support of in-house research 
(e.g., equipment purchases and other 
research support, but not civil service 
salaries). 

(2) Research and Program Management 
(R&PM). Those activities directed to-
wards the general support of the NASA 
institution charged with the conduct of 
the aeronautics and space program. 
R&PM funds are expended for the 
NASA civil service work force (both for 

performing in-house R&D and for plan-
ning, managing, and supporting con-
tractor and grantee R&D), and for 
other general supporting functions. 

(3) Construction of Facilities (C of F). 
Those activities directed towards con-
struction of new facilities; repair, reha-
bilitation, and modification of existing 
facilities; acquisition of related facility 
equipment; design of facilities projects; 
and advance planning related to future 
facilities needs. 

(4) Space Flight, Control and Data 
Communications (SFCDC). Has similar 
scope to R&D but covers activities 
which are primarily of a production 
and operational nature related to space 
flight. The content includes the na-
tional fleet of Space Shuttle orbiters, 
including main engines, launch site 
and mission operations, initial spares, 
production tooling and supporting ac-
tivities, launch operations and track-
ing and data acquisition. 

(b) Construction of facilities project. 
The consolidation of applicable specific 
individual types of facility work, in-
cluding related collateral equipment, 
which is required to fully reflect all of 
the needs, generally relating to one fa-
cility, which have been or may be gen-
erated by the same set of events or cir-
cumstances which are required to be 
accomplished at one time in order to 
provide for the planned initial oper-
ational use of the facility or a discrete 
portion thereof. Facility projects are 
subject to the NASA decision processes 
of § 1216.304. 

(c) Environmental analysis. The anal-
ysis of the environmental effects of 
proposed actions, including alternative 
proposals. The analyses are carried out 
from the very earliest of planning stud-
ies for the action in question, and are 
the materials from which the more for-
mal environmental assessments, envi-
ronmental impact statements, and pub-
lic record of decisions are made. 

(d) Institutional action. An action to 
establish, change, or terminate an as-
pect of the NASA institution, defined 
as the total NASA resource (plant, em-
ployees, skills). 

(e) R&D project. A discrete research 
and development activity, with a 
scheduled beginning and ending, which 
normally involves one of the following 
primary purposes: 
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