§1031.16

Subpart C—Public Participation
and Comment

§1031.16 Purpose and scope.

(a) This subpart sets forth the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission’s
criteria and requirements governing
public review and comment on staff in-
volvement in the activities of vol-
untary standards development bodies.

(b) The Commission realizes there
are advantages and benefits afforded by
greater public awareness of staff in-
volvement in standards development
activities. Furthermore, the Commis-
sion recognizes public comment and
input as an important part of the vol-
untary standards development process.

(c) The purpose of this subpart is to
further the objectives and programs of
the Commission and to do so in a man-
ner that ensures openness and trans-
parency.

§1031.17 Background.

(@) In a FEDERAL REGISTER Notice
(Vol. 69, No. 200) dated October 18, 2004,
the CPSC announced that it was
launching a pilot program to open
CPSC staff activities for public review
and comment. The pilot program cov-
ered information on CPSC staff partici-
pation with respect to a cross-section
of voluntary standards, including ad-
vance notice of proposed staff positions
on issues to be considered by voluntary
standards organizations. The program
was based on the premise that in-
creased public awareness and participa-
tion would enhance the quality and
conclusions of the proposed rec-
ommendations made by CPSC staff.

(b) The pilot program ended on April
18, 2005, after a 6-month period. CPSC
invited general comments on whether
to continue the programs beyond the
pilot period and solicited suggestions
for improving the program.

(c) On July 28, 2005, the CPSC staff
submitted to the Commission an as-
sessment of the pilot program’s results,
including data that indicated the vol-
untary standards site ranked among
the top 20 directories visited on the
CPSC Web site. Further, the report in-
cluded the staff’s recommendation that
the voluntary standards Web site be ex-
panded to include information on all
standards activities.
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(d) On August 4, 2005, in accordance
with the staff’s recommendation, the
Commission voted unanimously to con-
tinue the voluntary standards program
and expand it to include all voluntary
standards activities.

§1031.18 Method of review and com-
ment.

(a) Each of the voluntary standards
activities in which Commission staff is
involved shall have a unique Web link
on the Commission Web site with rel-
evant information regarding CPSC ac-
tivity, including:

(1) The name(s) of CPSC staff work-
ing on the activity; and

(2) The e-mail and mailing addresses
of the CPSC Office of the Secretary, to
which any interested party may com-
municate their particular interest.

(b) E-mail and written comments on
voluntary standards from the public to
the CPSC shall be managed by the Of-
fice of the Secretary. Such communica-
tion shall be forwarded to appropriate
staff for consideration and/or response.

(c) On the voluntary standards Web
site, consumers shall have the oppor-
tunity to register for periodic e-mail
notices from the Commission with re-
spect to their standard of interest.
Such notices shall be issued by the
CPSC each time a voluntary standard
site has been updated and no less than
once every calendar year.

PART 1033—DISPLAY OF CONTROL
NUMBERS FOR COLLECTION OF
INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS
UNDER THE PAPERWORK REDUC-
TION ACT

Sec.
1033.1 Purpose.
1033.2 Display of control numbers.

AUTHORITY: 44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(1); 5 U.S.C. 553.

§1033.1 Purpose.

The purpose of this part 1033 is to dis-
play all control numbers assigned by
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) to collection of information re-
quirements contained in rules enforced
by the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission. Display of OMB control num-
bers is required by provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act at 44 U.S.C.
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