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for at least 6 minutes
prior to the test.

(ii) The blade must be at maximum
operating speed when the blade control
is released.

(c) Starting controls location. Walk-be-
hind mowers with blades that begin op-
eration when the power source starts
shall have their normal starting means
located within the operating control
zone unless the requirements of para-
graphs (a)(1)(iv) (A) or (B) of this sec-
tion apply to the mowers.

[44 FR 10024, Feb. 15, 1979, as amended at 46
FR 54934, Nov. 5, 1978]
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§1205.6 Warning label for reel-type
and rotary power mowers.

(a) General. Walk-behind power lawn
mowers shall be labeled on the blade
housing or, in the absence of a blade
housing, on other blade shielding or on
an adjacent supporting structure or as-
sembly, with the warning label shown
in Fig. 7. The label shall be at least 3.25
in (82.5 mm) high and 4 in (102 mm)
wide, and the lettering and symbol
shall retain the same size relation to
each other and to the label as shown in
Fig. 7.
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(b) Rotary mowers. Walk-behind ro-
tary mowers shall have one label as
shown in Fig. 7, on the blade housing.
The label shall be located as close as
possible to any discharge opening, or, if
there is no discharge opening, in a posi-
tion that is conspicuous to an operator
in the normal operating position.

(c) Reel-type mowers. Walk-behind
power reel-type mowers shall have one
label as shown in Fig. 7, located as
close to the center of the cutting width

of the blade as possible. However, in
the absence of a suitable mounting sur-
face near the center of the cutting
width, the label shall be placed on the
nearest suitable mounting surface to
the center of the cutting width.

[44 FR 10024, Feb. 15, 1979, as amended at 45
FR 86417, Dec. 31, 1980]
§1205.7 Prohibited stockpiling.

(a) Stockpiling. Stockpiling means
manufacturing or importing a product
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which is the subject of a consumer
product safety rule between the date of
issuance of the rule and its effective
date at a rate that is significantly
greater than the rate at which such
product was produced or imported dur-
ing a base period prescribed by the
Consumer Product Safety Commission.

(b) Prohibited acts. Stockpiling of
power lawn mowers that do not comply
with this subpart A of part 1205 at a
rate that exceeds by 20% the rate at
which the product was produced or im-
ported during the base period described
in paragraph (c) of this section is pro-
hibited.

(c) Base period. The base period for
power lawn mowers is, at the option of
each manufacturer or importer, any pe-
riod of 365 consecutive days beginning
on or after September 1, 1971, and end-
ing on or before August 31, 1978.

§1205.8 Findings.

(a) General. In order to issue a rule
such as part 1205, the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Act requires the Commis-
sion to consider and make appropriate
findings with respect to a number of
topics. These findings are discussed
below.

(b) The degree and nature of the risk of
injury part 1205 is designed to eliminate or
reduce. (1) The Commission estimates
that there are approximately 77,000 in-
juries to consumers each year caused
by contact with the blades of power
lawn mowers. From 1977 data, the Com-
mission estimates that each year there
are approximately 7,300 finger amputa-
tions, 2,600 toe amputations, 2,400
avulsions (the tearing of flesh or a
body part), 11,450 fractures, 51,400 lac-
erations, and 2,300 contusions. Among
the lacerations and avulsions, 35,800
were to hands and fingers and 18,000
were to toes and feet. The estimated
costs caused by these injuries are $253
million, not counting any monetary
damages for pain and suffering. These
injuries are caused when consumers ac-
cidentally contact the blade, either in-
advertently while in the vicinity of the
mower, or while intentionally per-
forming some task which they erro-
neously believe will not bring their
hand or foot into the path of the blade.

(2) Part 1205 is expected to eliminate
or reduce the severity of about 60,000

§1205.8

blade contact injuries per year, or 77%
of all such injuries. The Commission
estimates that if all mowers had been
in compliance with the standard in
1977, about 6,800 finger amputations,
1,500 toe amputations, 11,000 fractures,
1,800 avulsions, 38,400 lacerations, and
several hundred contusions would not
have occurred. Of the lacerations and
avulsions, 28,300 were finger injuries
and 9,400 were toe injuries.

(c) Consumer products subject to the
rule. The products subject to this
standard are walk-behind power mow-
ers. Power mowers with rigid or semi-
rigid rotary blades are subject to all
the provisions of the standard while
reel-type and rotary mowers are sub-
ject to the labeling requirements.
Mowers that in combination have en-
gines of 8 hp or greater, weigh 200 Ib or
more, and have a cutting width of 30 in
or more are excluded from the stand-
ard. The Commission estimates that at
least 98% of the total annual market
(by unit volume) for walk-behind mow-
ers will be affected by the standard,
and the Commission estimates that in
1978 this market was 5.4 million units.

(d) Need of the public for the products
subject to the rule. The Commission
finds that the public need for walk-be-
hind power mowers, which provide a
relatively quick and effective way to
cut grass, is substantial. Riding mow-
ers, lawn and garden tractors, hand
reel mowers, trimmers and edgers, and
sickle-bar mowers also provide grass-
cutting services, but walk-behind
power rotary mowers are by far the
most commonly used devices for main-
taining household lawns. There are no
devices that can completely substitute
for walk-behind power mowers as a
group, since they have applications for
which other products are not as suit-
able. Each type of walk-behind power
mower has individual properties which
meet public needs, although one type
of walk-behind is often an acceptable
substitute for another. The newly de-
veloped monofilament line mower is
not included within the scope of the
standard and could be a substitute for
mowers using rigid or semi-rigid blades
under some conditions.
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