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and online campaign to encourage teens to reject drug use and other nega-
tive pressures. My Administration has also hosted a series of summits to
educate community leaders and school officials on successful student drug
testing.

The struggle against alcohol abuse, drugs, and violence is a national, state,
and local effort. Parents, teachers, volunteers, D.A.R.E. officers, and all
those who help our young people grow into responsible, successful adults
are strengthening our country and contributing to a future of hope for ev-
eryone.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 11, 2006, as National
D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon young people and all Americans to fight drug use
and violence in our communities. I also urge our citizens to support the
law enforcement officials, volunteers, teachers, health care professionals,
and all those who work to help our children avoid drug use and violence.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8001 of April 13, 2006

Thomas Jefferson Day, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Today, we celebrate the birthday of Thomas Jefferson. Few individuals
have shaped the course of human events as much as this proud son of Vir-
ginia. His achievements are extraordinary: Governor of Virginia, author of
the Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom, Secretary of State, third
President of the United States, and founder of the University of Virginia.
Thomas Jefferson was also a scholar, author, farmer, inventor, and archi-
tect. As President, Thomas Jefferson secured the purchase of the Louisiana
Territory from France, which doubled the size of the United States and ex-
tended opportunity and prosperity to many more Americans.

Thomas Jefferson was an eloquent and powerful champion of liberty. He
captured the American creed when he wrote in a private letter: “I have
sworn upon the altar of God eternal hostility against every form of tyranny
over the mind of man.” And in one of the most important public docu-
ments in history, Jefferson wrote these words: “We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.” The Declaration of Independence has be-
come a cornerstone for those who love freedom and justice.
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More than eight decades later, Abraham Lincoln returned to the words and
meaning of the Declaration of Independence. Lincoln knew that in the dis-
tant future people would look upon it and “take courage to renew the bat-
tle which their fathers began—so that truth, and justice, and mercy . . .
might not be extinguished from the land.” A century after Lincoln, Martin
Luther King, Jr., called the Declaration of Independence a “promissory note
to which every American was to fall heir.”

The Declaration of Independence has become a standard by which other
nations and peoples measure their progress in the effort to advance human
freedom. Even nations that are not yet free pay homage to freedom, and it
is seen as a universal human good.

Our Nation is vastly different than it was during the days of our founding—
yet our commitment to America’s founding truths remains strong and
steady. Our duty is to continue to fulfill the promise of Thomas Jefferson’s
words and vision of a better life for all people. Meeting that responsibility
is the best way we can honor the memory of the man who was an architect
of the freest Nation on Earth.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim April 13, 2006,
as Thomas Jefferson Day. I encourage all Americans to join in celebrating
Thomas Jefferson’s achievements, reflecting on his words, and learning
more about this extraordinary man’s influence on American history and
ideals.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8002 of April 18, 2006
National Park Week, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In America’s national parks, the magnificent beauty of our country and im-
portant examples of our Nation’s cultural heritage are preserved and made
available to Americans and visitors from all over the world. Each year, as
we observe National Park Week, we underscore our commitment to con-
serve our natural and historical treasures and encourage more Americans
to enjoy, learn from, and protect these important parts of our heritage.

Our Nation has a long legacy of conservation. In 1872, Yellowstone Na-
tional Park became our country’s first national park, and more than four
decades later, the National Park Service was created. Today, the national
park system includes almost 400 sites, with parks in nearly every state.
From Yosemite National Park in California to Acadia National Park in
Maine, and from Independence Hall to the Martin Luther King, Jr., National
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