Proclamations Proc. 8015

Law enforcement officers deserve our appreciation for the work they do,
and citizens fulfill an important civic responsibility by supporting their
work to protect our communities. Through organizations like Citizen Corps,
men and women are assisting their local police force, fire department, and
neighborhood watch program. More information about Citizen Corps volun-
teer opportunities can be found at citizencorps.gov. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to help fight crime in their communities by volunteering and partici-
pating in crime prevention organizations. By working together, we can
achieve a better and more secure future for our children and grandchildren.

On Peace Officers Memorial Day and during Police Week, we honor the
heroism of all our law enforcement officers, especially those who have
given their lives so that others might live. They performed their jobs with
extraordinary distinction, and a proud and grateful Nation will always re-
member their service and sacrifice. We ask God’s blessings for the families
and friends they left behind.

By a joint resolution approved October 1, 1962, as amended, (76 Stat. 676),
the Congress has authorized and requested the President to designate May
15 of each year as ‘“Peace Officers Memorial Day” and the week in which
it falls as “Police Week,” and by Public Law 103-322, as amended, (36
U.S.C. 136), has directed that the flag be flown at half staff on Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 15, 2006, as Peace Officers Memorial
Day and May 14 through May 20, 2006, as Police Week. I call on all Ameri-
cans to observe these events with appropriate ceremonies and activities. I
also call on Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, as well as appropriate officials of all units of government, to direct
that the flag be flown at half staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day. I further
encourage all Americans to display the flag at half staff from their homes
and businesses on that day.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8015 of May 12, 2006

Suspension of Entry as Immigrants and Nonimmigrants of
Persons Responsible for Policies or Actions That Threaten
the Transition to Democracy in Belarus

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In light of the importance to the United States of fostering democratic insti-
tutions in Belarus in order to help the Belarusian people achieve their aspi-
rations for democracy and to help complete the transformation to a Europe
whole, free, and at peace and given the suppression of human rights and
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democracy in Belarus, the fraud perpetrated during the recent Belarusian
presidential campaign and election, the detention of peaceful protesters in
Belarus, the persistent acts of corruption by Belarusian government officials
in the performance of public functions, and the continued failure of
Alyaksandr Lukashenka, Belarusian government officials, and others to
support the rule of law, human rights commitments, and other principles
of high priority to the United States, I have determined that it is in the in-
terest of the United States to take all available measures to restrict the
international travel and to suspend the entry into the United States, as im-
migrants or nonimmigrants, of members of the government of Alyaksandr
Lukashenka and others detailed below who formulate, implement, partici-
pate in, or benefit from policies or actions, including electoral fraud,
human rights abuses, and corruption, that undermine or injure democratic
institutions or impede the transition to democracy in Belarus.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of
the United States, including section 212(f) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act of 1952, 8 U.S.C. 1182(f), and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, hereby find that the unrestricted immigrant and nonimmigrant entry
into the United States of persons described in section 1 of this proclama-
tion would, except as provided for in sections 2 and 3 of this proclamation,
be detrimental to the interests of the United States.

I therefore hereby proclaim that:

Section 1. The entry into the United States, as immigrants or non-
immigrants, of the following persons is hereby suspended:

(a) Members of the government of Alyaksandr Lukashenka and other per-
sons who formulate, implement, participate in, or benefit from policies or
actions, including electoral fraud, human rights abuses, or corruption, that
undermine or injure democratic institutions or impede the transition to de-
mocracy in Belarus;

(b) Persons who through their business dealings with Belarusian govern-
ment officials derive significant financial benefit from policies or actions,
including electoral fraud, human rights abuses, or corruption, that under-
mine or injure democratic institutions or impede the transition to democ-
racy in Belarus; and (c) The spouses of persons described in paragraphs (a)

and (b) above.

Sec. 2. Section 1 of this proclamation shall not apply with respect to any
person otherwise covered by section 1 where entry of such person would
not be contrary to the interest of the United States.

Sec. 3. Persons covered by sections 1 and 2 of this proclamation shall be
identified by the Secretary of State or the Secretary’s designee, in his or
her sole discretion, pursuant to such procedures as the Secretary may es-
tablish under section 5 of this proclamation.

Sec. 4. Nothing in this proclamation shall be construed to derogate from
United States Government obligations under applicable international agree-
ments.

Sec. 5. The Secretary of State shall have responsibility for implementing
this proclamation pursuant to such procedures as the Secretary may estab-
lish.
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Sec. 6. This proclamation is effective immediately and shall remain in ef-
fect until such time as the Secretary of State determines that it is no longer
necessary and should be terminated, either in whole or in part. Any such
termination by the Secretary of State shall be published in the Federal Reg-
ister.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8016 of May 12, 2006

National Defense Transportation Day and National
Transportation Week, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On National Defense Transportation Day and during National Transpor-
tation Week, we thank all those who contribute to a sound transportation
infrastructure that keeps our country moving, advances our economic
growth, and strengthens our national defense.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower recognized the importance of having the
world’s most efficient and reliable transportation system. In a message to
the Congress, he wrote of “a vast system of inter-connected highways criss-
crossing the Country and joining at our national borders with friendly
neighbors to the north and south.” Fifty years after he signed the Federal-
Aid Highway Act of 1956, the Interstate Highway System is a vital part of
America’s transportation infrastructure.

My Administration remains committed to providing the American people
with the best possible transportation system. In August 2005, I signed the
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Leg-
acy for Users, to upgrade our Nation’s network of roads, bridges, and mass
transit systems, introduce new safety standards, and fund needed road im-
provements that will ease traffic congestion in communities across our
country. My Administration is also increasing research in advanced trans-
portation technologies that will improve our environment, help us end our
reliance on foreign sources of energy, and strengthen our economic and na-
tional security.

Modern transportation also enables our Armed Forces to quickly deploy
troops, move crucial supplies and equipment, and assist with emergency
situations. Whether on land, over water, or in the air, our citizens rely on
the safety and efficiency of our transportation systems to arrive at work, de-
liver goods and services, and travel with family and friends. America is
grateful to the dedicated transportation professionals and military service
members for their tireless efforts to make America’s transportation network
the best in the world.
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