Proclamations Proc. 8070

Proclamation 8069 of October 12, 2006
White Cane Safety Day, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation believes in the promise of all our citizens, and we must work
to ensure that the opportunities of America are more accessible to every
person. Many Americans who are blind or visually impaired use white
canes to enable them to enjoy greater mobility, engage in productive work,
and participate fully in all aspects of life. On White Cane Safety Day, we
celebrate the many achievements of Americans who are blind or visually
impaired, and we recognize the white cane as an important symbol of their
determination and independence.

My Administration remains committed to removing barriers that confront
Americans with disabilities. Since we launched the New Freedom Initiative
5 years ago, we have worked to improve access to community life, expand
educational opportunities, strengthen training and employment services,
and promote the development of technology for people with disabilities.
We are building on the progress of the Americans with Disabilities Act and
working to make America a place where all citizens have the opportunity
to realize their full potential.

The Congress, by joint resolution (Public Law 88-628) approved on Octo-
ber 6, 1964, as amended, has designated October 15 of each year as “White
Cane Safety Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 2006, as White Cane Safety
Day. I call upon public officials, business leaders, educators, librarians, and
all the people of the United States to join as we work to ensure that the
benefits and privileges of life in our great Nation are available to Americans
who are blind or visually impaired, and to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies, activities, and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of
October, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-first.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8070 of October 13, 2006
National Character Counts Week, 2006

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

America’s strength is found in the spirit and character of our people. Dur-
ing National Character Counts Week, we renew our commitment to instill-

ing values in our young people and to encouraging all Americans to re-
member the importance of good character.
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As the primary teachers and examples of character, parents help create a
more compassionate and decent society. And as individuals, we all have
an obligation to help our children become responsible citizens and realize
their full potential. By demonstrating values such as integrity, courage,
honesty, and patriotism, all Americans can help our children develop
strength and character.

Countless individuals throughout our country demonstrate character by
volunteering their time and energy to help neighbors in need. The men and
women of our Armed Forces set an example of character by bravely putting
the security of our Nation before their own lives. We also see character in
the family members, teachers, coaches, and other dedicated individuals
whose hearts are invested in the future of our children.

Our changing world requires virtues that sustain our democracy, make self-
government possible, and help build a more hopeful future. National Char-
acter Counts Week is an opportunity to recognize the depth of America’s
character and appreciate those who pass on our values to future genera-
tions.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 15 through October
21, 2006, as National Character Counts Week. I call upon public officials,
educators, librarians, parents, students, and all Americans to observe this
week with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-first.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8071 of October 13, 2006
National Forest Products Week, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During National Forest Products Week, we take time to appreciate the nat-
ural splendor of our country’s forests and acknowledge the importance of
these woodlands to our economic and environmental vitality. It is also an
opportunity to renew our commitment to conserving our natural resources
and to using them responsibly.

Our forests are important to our economic well-being, supplying products
that drive our economy and create jobs and opportunities.

America’s forests are also an important part of our Nation’s natural beauty,
and we must continue to conserve and use these resources in a manner that
preserves them for future generations. My Administration is committed to
protecting our forests and woodlands against fire damage. Through the
Healthy Forests Initiative, we have reduced the danger of fires by removing
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