Proc. 8090 Title 3—The President

Proclamation 8090 of December 8, 2006

Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights
Week, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Peace and justice prevail when people are free to speak, assemble, and wor-
ship, when their rights are protected, and when governments are account-
able to their citizens. These blessings of freedom are guaranteed for Ameri-
cans in the Bill of Rights of our Constitution. During Human Rights Day,
Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights Week, we celebrate the ideals of our
founders and reaffirm the belief that freedom is the gift of God and the
right of all mankind.

Just over six decades ago, the future of freedom seemed bleak, with only
a small number of democracies around the world. Today, citizens of over
100 nations enjoy the blessings of democracy, and freedom is taking root
in places where liberty had been unimaginable. The United States will con-
tinue to support the growth of democratic movements and institutions in
every nation.

The advance of freedom is the story of our time, and new chapters are
being written before our eyes. Around the world, freedom is replacing tyr-
anny and giving men and women the opportunity to enjoy lives of purpose
and dignity. Because Americans are committed to the God-given value of
every life, we cherish the freedom of every person in every nation and
strive to promote respect for human rights. By standing with those who de-
sire liberty, we will help extend freedom to many who have not known it
and lay the foundations of peace for generations to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 10, 2006, as
Human Rights Day; December 15, 2006, as Bill of Rights Day; and the week
beginning December 10, 2006, as Human Rights Week. I call upon the peo-
ple of the United States to mark these observances with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

172



Proclamations Proc. 8091

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of
December, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-first.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8091 of December 15, 2006
Wright Brothers Day, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America has a rich history of exploration and discovery, marked by sci-
entific and technological achievements that have transformed the world.
On Wright Brothers Day, we remember two aviation pioneers from Ohio
whose big dreams and extraordinary accomplishments helped change the
course of human history.

On December 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright completed the first
manned, powered flight in history and ushered all of mankind into a new
era of possibility and promise. With Orville at the controls, the Wright
brothers’ small aircraft traveled 120 feet in 12 seconds above the dunes of
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. The age of flight had begun, and in the dec-
ades that followed, advancements in aviation would enable determined
American risk-takers to cross oceans, break the sound barrier, and walk on
the Moon.

Today, our Nation follows the Wright brothers’ example of innovation as
we continue to explore the frontiers of air and space. My Administration
has outlined a vision for space exploration that includes a return to the
Moon and a long-term human and robotic program to explore Mars and the
solar system. By working to expand the realm of the possible, we can gain
a better understanding of the universe and continue the journey that the
Wright brothers began more than a century ago.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved December 17, 1963, as amend-
ed (77 Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 143), has designated December 17 of each year
as “Wright Brothers Day” and has authorized and requested the President
to issue annually a proclamation inviting the people of the United States
to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim December 17, 2006, as Wright Brothers
Day.
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