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Subpart A—General Provisions

§2635.101 Basic obligation of public
service.

(a) Public service is a public trust. Each
employee has a responsibility to the
United States Government and its citi-
zens to place loyalty to the Constitu-
tion, laws and ethical principles above
private gain. To ensure that every cit-
izen can have complete confidence in
the integrity of the Federal Govern-
ment, each employee shall respect and
adhere to the principles of ethical con-
duct set forth in this section, as well as
the implementing standards contained
in this part and in supplemental agen-
cy regulations.

(b) General principles. The following
general principles apply to every em-
ployee and may form the basis for the
standards contained in this part. Where
a situation is not covered by the stand-
ards set forth in this part, employees
shall apply the principles set forth in
this section in determining whether
their conduct is proper.

(1) Public service is a public trust, re-
quiring employees to place loyalty to
the Constitution, the laws and ethical
principles above private gain.

(2) Employees shall not hold finan-
cial interests that conflict with the
conscientious performance of duty.

(3) Employees shall not engage in fi-
nancial transactions using nonpublic
Government information or allow the
improper use of such information to
further any private interest.

(4) An employee shall not, except as
permitted by subpart B of this part, so-
licit or accept any gift or other item of
monetary value from any person or en-
tity seeking official action from, doing
business with, or conducting activities
regulated by the employee’s agency, or
whose interests may be substantially
affected by the performance or non-
performance of the employee’s duties.

(5) Employees shall put forth honest
effort in the performance of their du-
ties.

(6) Employees shall not knowingly
make unauthorized commitments or
promises of any Kkind purporting to
bind the Government.
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(7) Employees shall not use public of-
fice for private gain.

(8) Employees shall act impartially
and not give preferential treatment to
any private organization or individual.

(9) Employees shall protect and con-
serve Federal property and shall not
use it for other than authorized activi-
ties.

(10) Employees shall not engage in
outside employment or activities, in-
cluding seeking or negotiating for em-
ployment, that conflict with official
Government duties and responsibil-
ities.

(11) Employees shall disclose waste,
fraud, abuse, and corruption to appro-
priate authorities.

(12) Employees shall satisfy in good
faith their obligations as citizens, in-
cluding all just financial obligations,
especially those—such as Federal,
State, or local taxes—that are imposed
by law.

(13) Employees shall adhere to all
laws and regulations that provide equal
opportunity for all Americans regard-
less of race, color, religion, sex, na-
tional origin, age, or handicap.

(14) Employees shall endeavor to
avoid any actions creating the appear-
ance that they are violating the law or
the ethical standards set forth in this
part. Whether particular circumstances
create an appearance that the law or
these standards have been violated
shall be determined from the perspec-
tive of a reasonable person with knowl-
edge of the relevant facts.

(c) Related statutes. In addition to the
standards of ethical conduct set forth
in this part, there are conflict of inter-
est statutes that prohibit certain con-
duct. Criminal conflict of interest stat-
utes of general applicability to all em-
ployees, 18 U.S.C. 201, 203, 205, 208, and
209, are summarized in the appropriate
subparts of this part and must be taken
into consideration in determining
whether conduct is proper. Citations to
other generally applicable statutes re-
lating to employee conduct are set
forth in subpart I and employees are
further cautioned that there may be
additional statutory and regulatory re-
strictions applicable to them generally
or as employees of their specific agen-
cies. Because an employee is consid-
ered to be on notice of the require-
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ments of any statute, an employee
should not rely upon any description or
synopsis of a statutory restriction, but
should refer to the statute itself and
obtain the advice of an agency ethics
official as needed.

§2635.102 Definitions.

The definitions listed below are used
throughout this part. Additional defi-
nitions appear in the subparts or sec-
tions of subparts to which they apply.
For purposes of this part:

(a) Agency means an executive agen-
cy as defined in 5 U.S.C. 105 and the
Postal Service and the Postal Rate
Commission. It does not include the
General Accounting Office or the Gov-
ernment of the District of Columbia.

(b) Agency designee refers to any em-
ployee who, by agency regulation, in-
struction, or other issuance, has been
delegated authority to make any deter-
mination, give any approval, or take
any other action required or permitted
by this part with respect to another
employee. An agency may delegate
these authorities to any number of
agency designees necessary to ensure
that determinations are made, approv-
als are given, and other actions are
taken in a timely and responsible man-
ner. Any provision that requires a de-
termination, approval, or other action
by the agency designee shall, where the
conduct in issue is that of the agency
head, be deemed to require that such
determination, approval or action be
made or taken by the agency head in
consultation with the designated agen-
cy ethics official.

(c) Agency ethics official refers to the
designated agency ethics official or to
the alternate designated agency ethics
official, referred to in §2638.202(b) of
this chapter, and to any deputy ethics
official, described in §2638.204 of this
chapter, who has been delegated au-
thority to assist in carrying out the re-
sponsibilities of the designated agency
ethics official.

(d) Agency programs or operations re-
fers to any program or function carried
out or performed by an agency, wheth-
er pursuant to statute, Executive
order, or regulation.

(e) Corrective action includes any ac-
tion necessary to remedy a past viola-
tion or prevent a continuing violation
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