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Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA § 590.200 

(1) Any plant approval given pursu-
ant to these regulations may be sus-
pended by the Administrator for (i) 
failure to maintain premises, facilities, 
and equipment in a satisfactory state 
of repair; (ii) the use of operating pro-
cedures or practices which are not in 
accordance with the regulations; (iii) 
the alterations of buildings, facilities, 
or equipment which have not been ap-
proved in accordance with the regula-
tions; or (iv) assaulting, intimidating, 
impeding, obstructing, or interfering 
with any person engaged in or on ac-
count of the performance of his official 
duties. 

(2) During such period of suspension, 
no processing of egg products for com-
merce shall be carried on in the official 
plant. If the plant facilities or methods 
of operation are not brought into com-
pliance within a reasonable period of 
time, to be specified by the Adminis-
trator, inspection service shall be with-
drawn from the official plant. Upon 
withdrawal of inspection service in an 
official plant, the plant approval for 
processing egg products shall also be-
come terminated. 

(3) The operator shall be notified of 
the withdrawal action and the reasons 
therefor and afforded an opportunity to 
present his views informally prior to 
the effective date of such withdrawal, 
and upon written request, he shall be 
afforded an opportunity for a hearing 
in accordance with the applicable rules 
of practice (7 CFR, part 1, subpart H), 
with respect to the merits or validity 
of the withdrawal, but such a suspen-
sion or other withdrawal shall continue 
in effect pending the outcome of any 
such hearing unless otherwise ordered 
by the Administrator. 

(4) In any case where inspection serv-
ice is suspended under this paragraph 
(f) of this section, such service, after 
appropriate corrective action is taken, 
will be restored immediately, or as 
soon thereafter as an inspector can be 
made available. In any case where in-
spection service is withdrawn for a 
specified period under this paragraph 
(f) of this section, the person concerned 
may, after said specified period has ex-

pired, apply for inspection service as 
provided in §§ 590.140 through 590.146. 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971, as amended at 37 
FR 6657, Apr. 1, 1972. Redesignated at 42 FR 
32514, June 27, 1977, as amended at 43 FR 
60138, Dec. 26, 1978; 45 FR 23640, Apr. 8, 1980. 
Redesignated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 

§ 590.161 Termination of plant ap-
proval. 

When inspection service is not per-
formed at any plant for a period of at 
least 90 days, plant approval shall ter-
minate upon notice by the Adminis-
trator without further proceedings; 
provided, however, that this section 
shall not apply to any plant where the 
Administrator determines that such a 
plant operates on a seasonal basis and 
the inspection service has not been 
used as a result of such seasonal oper-
ation, or where operations have ceased 
due to extraordinary circumstances de-
termined by the Administrator as not 
warranting termination of plant ap-
proval. 

[45 FR 23641, Apr. 8, 1980. Redesignated at 46 
FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 

RECORDS AND RELATED REQUIREMENTS 
FOR EGGS AND EGG PRODUCTS HAN-
DLERS AND RELATED INDUSTRIES 

§ 590.200 Records and related require-
ments. 

(a) Persons engaged in the business of 
transporting, shipping, or receiving 
any eggs or egg products in commerce, 
or holding such articles so received, 
and all egg handlers, including hatch-
eries, shall maintain records showing, 
for a period of 2 years, to the extent 
that they are concerned therewith, the 
receipt, delivery, sale, movement, and 
disposition of all eggs and egg products 
handled by them, and shall, upon the 
request of an authorized representative 
of the Secretary, permit him, at rea-
sonable times, to have access to and to 
copy all such records. 

(b) Production records by categories 
of eggs such as graded eggs, nest-run 
eggs, dirties, checks, leakers, loss, in-
edible, etc., bills of sale, inventories, 
receipts, shipments, shippers, receiv-
ers, dates of shipment and receipt, car-
rier names, etc., as determined by the 
Administrator, shall be maintained by 
all egg processing operations, except 
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that, official egg products plants which 
use all shell eggs received and do not 
reship any shell eggs need only to 
maintain records indicating the 
amount of eggs received, date received, 
and the name and address of the ship-
per. 

[37 FR 6657, Apr. 1, 1972. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amend-
ed at 47 FR 745, Jan. 7, 1982; 63 FR 69971, Dec. 
17, 1998] 

§ 590.220 Information and assistance 
to be furnished to inspectors. 

When inspection service is performed 
at any plant, the plant operator shall 
furnish the inspector such information 
and assistance as may be required for 
the performance of inspection func-
tions, preparing certificates, reports, 
and for other official duties. 

ADMINISTRATIVE DETENTION 

§ 590.240 Detaining product. 

Whenever any eggs or egg products 
subject to the Act are found by any au-
thorized representative of the Sec-
retary upon any premises, and there is 
reason to believe that they are or have 
been processed, bought, sold, possessed, 
used, transported, or offered or re-
ceived for sale or transportation in vio-
lation of the Act or the regulations in 
this part, or that they are in any other 
way in violation of the Act, such arti-
cles may be detained by such rep-
resentative for a period not to exceed 
20 days, as more fully provided in sec-
tion 19 of the Act. A detention tag or 
other similar device shall be used to 
identify detained product, and the cus-
todian or owner shall be given a writ-
ten notice of such detention. Only au-
thorized representatives of the Sec-
retary shall affix or remove detention 
identification. The provisions of this 
section shall in no way derogate from 
authority for condemnation or seizure 
conferred by other provisions of the 
Act, the regulations in this part, or 
other laws. 

[37 FR 6658, Apr. 1, 1972. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amend-
ed at 63 FR 69972, Dec. 17, 1998] 

APPEAL OF AN INSPECTION OR DECISION 

§ 590.300 Who may request an appeal 
inspection or review of an inspec-
tor’s decision. 

Any appeal inspection may be re-
quested by any interested party who is 
dissatisfied with the determination by 
an inspector of the class, quantity, or 
condition of any product, and a review 
may be requested by the operator of an 
official plant with respect to an inspec-
tor’s decision or on any other matter 
related to inspection in the official 
plant. 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amend-
ed at 60 FR 49169, Sept. 21, 1995] 

§ 590.310 Where to file an appeal. 
(a) Appeal of resident inspector’s in-

spection or decision in an official plant. 
Any interested party who is not satis-
fied with the determination of the 
class, quantity, or condition of product 
which was inspected by an inspector in 
an official plant and has not left such 
plant, and the operator of any official 
plant who is not satisfied with a deci-
sion by an inspector on any other mat-
ter relating to inspection in such plant 
may request an appeal inspection or re-
view of the decision by the inspector by 
filing such request with the inspector’s 
immediate supervisor. 

(b) All other appeal requests. Any in-
terested party who is not satisfied with 
the determination of the class, quan-
tity, or condition of product which has 
left the official plant where it was in-
spected may request an appeal inspec-
tion by filing such request with the Re-
gional Director in the region where the 
product is located or with the Chief of 
the Grading Branch. 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, as amended at 43 FR 
60138, Dec. 26, 1978. Redesignated at 46 FR 
63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amended at 60 FR 
49169, Sept. 21, 1995; 63 FR 69972, Dec. 17, 1998] 

§ 590.320 How to file an appeal. 
The request for an appeal inspection 

or review of an inspector’s decision 
may be made orally or in writing. If 
made orally, written confirmation may 
be required. The applicant shall clearly 
state the identity of the product, the 
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