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(b) With the agreement of the par-
ties, the Commission may refer a com-
plaint to a neutral mediator or to any
other alternative dispute resolution
process authorized by the Administra-
tive Dispute Resolution Act, 5 U.S.C.
571 to 583, or other statute.

(c) The Commission may use the
services of the Federal Mediation and
Conciliation Service, other federal
agencies, appropriate professional or-
ganizations, employees of the Commis-
sion and other appropriate sources in
selecting neutrals for alternative dis-
pute resolution processes.

(d) The alternative dispute resolution
process shall be strictly confidential,
and no party to a complaint or neutral
shall disclose any dispute resolution
communication or any information
provided in confidence to the neutral
except as provided in 5 U.S.C. 584.

§1603.109 Investigations.

(a) Before referring a complaint to an
administrative law judge under section
201 of this part, the Commission may
conduct investigation using an ex-
change of letters, interrogatories, fact-
finding conferences, interviews, on-site
visits or other fact-finding methods
that address the matters at issue.

(b) During an investigation of a com-
plaint under this part, the Commission
shall have the authority to sign and
issue a subpoena requiring the attend-
ance and testimony of witnesses, the
production of evidence and access to
evidence for the purposes of examina-
tion and the right to copy. The sub-
poena procedures contained in 29 CFR
1601.16 shall apply to subpoenas issued
pursuant to this section.

Subpart B—Hearings

§1603.201 Referral and scheduling for
hearing.

(a) Upon request by the complainant
under paragraph (b) of this section or if
the complaint is not dismissed or re-
solved under subpart A of this part, on
behalf of the Commission, the Office of
Federal Operations shall transmit the
complaint file to an administrative law
judge, appointed under 5 U.S.C. 3105,
for a hearing.

(b) If the complaint has not been re-
ferred to an administrative law judge

§1603.203

within 180 days after filing, the com-
plainant may request that the com-
plaint be immediately transmitted to
an administrative law judge for a hear-
ing.

(c¢) The administrative law judge
shall fix the time, place, and date for
the hearing with due regard for the
convenience of the parties, their rep-
resentatives or witnesses and shall no-
tify the parties of the same.

§1603.202 Administrative law judge.

The administrative law judge shall
have all the powers necessary to con-
duct fair, expeditious, and impartial
hearings as provided in 5 U.S.C. 556(c).
In addition, the administrative law
judge shall have the power to:

(a) Change the time, place or date of
the hearing;

(b) Enter a default decision against a
party failing to appear at a hearing un-
less the party shows good cause by con-
tacting the administrative law judge
and presenting arguments as to why
the party or the party’s representative
could not appear either prior to the
hearing or within two days after the
scheduled hearing; and

(c) Take any appropriate action au-
thorized by the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure (28 U.S.C. appendix).

§1603.203 Unavailability or
drawal of administrative
judges.

(@) In the event the administrative
law judge designated to conduct the
hearing becomes unavailable or with-
draws from the adjudication, another
administrative law judge may be des-
ignated for the purpose of further hear-
ing or issuing a decision on the record
as made, or both.

(b) The administrative law judge may
withdraw from the adjudication at any
time the administrative law judge
deems himself or herself disqualified.
Prior to issuance of the decision, any
party may move that the administra-
tive law judge withdraw on the ground
of personal bias or other disqualifica-
tion, by filing with the administrative
law judge promptly upon discovery of
the alleged facts an affidavit setting
forth in detail the matters alleged to
constitute grounds for withdrawal.
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