§17.7

exercise of the preference as described
below. In the case of a freehold inter-
est, the high bidder must submit the
balance of the bid within 45 days of the
bid award in the form of a certified
check, post office money order, bank
draft, or cashier’s check, made payable
to the United States of America. Fail-
ure to submit the full balance within 45
days will result in the forfeiture of
$1,000 of bid deposit, unless the bidder
has been released from the bid or an ex-
tension has been granted by the au-
thorized officer, and the property will
be awarded to the next highest bidder
upon fulfillment of the requirements of
this section.

[42 FR 46302, Sept. 15, 1977, as amended at 61
FR 28508, June 5, 1996]

§17.7 Preference rights.

On any property which has been in
Federal ownership less than two years,
the Secretary, in addition to the notice
specified in §17.4, shall inform the last
owner or owners of record by certified
mail at their present or last known ad-
dress of the highest bid on the interest
and advise them of their right to ac-
quire the interest for an amount equal
to the highest bid if within 30 days
they notify the Secretary of their de-
sire to do so and make payment or
agree to make payment of an amount
equal to that specified in §17.5.

If within 30 days of mailing of such no-
tification, the former owner or owners
do not indicate a desire to acquire the
interest and make payment or agree to
make payment for such interest in an
amount equal to the declared high bid,
or, if they do indicate such a desire but
fail to consummate the transaction
within the time period established for
the conveyance, then the bid of the de-
clared high bidder will be accepted. In
the event that a former owner who in-
dicates a desire to repurchase pursuant
to this procedure fails to consummate
the transaction within the established
time period the declared high bidder
shall be permitted, but not required, to
consummate the transaction. If the de-
clared high bidder does not choose to
consummate the transaction in this
circumstance, the entire transaction
will be cancelled, and, if appropriate, a
new bidding procedure instituted.
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§17.8 Conveyance.

Conveyance of a leasehold or freehold
interest shall be by lease or deed, as
appropriate, at the highest bid price,
but not less than fair market value. All
conveyance of leasehold or freehold in-
terests shall contain such terms and
conditions as the Secretary deems nec-
essary to assure use of the property in
a manner consistent with the purpose
for which the area was authorized by
Congress. The conveyancing or leasing
document shall contain such provisions
and restrictions as may be determined
by the Secretary to be necessary to
protect the natural, historic, cultural
or other values present on the lands.
All conveyances shall be without war-
ranty.
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§18.1 What is the authority and pur-
pose for this part?

16 U.S.C. 1 et seq., particularly 16
U.S.C. 1a-2(k), and, 16 U.S.C. 470h-3 are
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