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(c) Approval document. The Respon-
sible Official must record approval of a
new plan, plan amendment, or plan re-
vision in a plan approval document,
which must include:

(1) The rationale for the approval of
the plan, plan amendment, or plan re-
vision;

(2) Concurrence by the appropriate
Station Director with any part of the
plan applicable to any experimental
forest within the plan area, in accord-
ance with §219.2(b)(3);

(3) A statement of how the plan, plan
amendment, or plan revision applies to
approved projects and activities, in ac-
cordance with §219.8;

(4) Science documentation, in accord-
ance with §219.11; and

(5) The effective date of the approval
(§219.14(a)).

§219.8 Application of a new plan, plan
amendment, or plan revision.

(a) Application of a new plan, plan
amendment, or plan revision to existing
authorizations and approved projects or
activities. (1) The Responsible Official
must include in any document approv-
ing a plan amendment or revision a de-
scription of the effects of the plan, plan
amendments, or plan revision on exist-
ing occupancy and use, authorized by
permits, contracts, or other instru-
ments implementing approved projects
and activities. If not expressly ex-
cepted, approved projects and activi-
ties must be consistent with applicable
plan components, as provided in para-
graph (e) of this section. Approved
projects and activities are those for
which a Responsible Official has signed
a decision document.

(2) Any modifications of such per-
mits, contracts, or other instruments
necessary to make them consistent
with applicable plan components as de-
veloped, amended, or revised are sub-
ject to valid existing rights. Such
modifications should be made as soon
as practicable following approval of a
new plan, plan amendment, or plan re-
vision.

(b) Application of a new plan, plan
amendment, or plan revision to authoriza-
tions and projects or activities subsequent
to plan approval. Decisions approving
projects and activities subsequent to
approval of a plan, plan amendment, or
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plan revision must be consistent with
the plan as provided in paragraph (e) of
this section.

(c) Application of a plan. Plan provi-
sions remain in effect until the effec-
tive date of a new plan, plan amend-
ment, or plan revision.

(d) Effect of new information on
projects or activities. Although new in-
formation will be considered in accord-
ance with agency NEPA procedures,
nothing in this subpart requires auto-
matic deferral, suspension, or modi-
fication of approved decisions in light
of new information.

(e) Ensuring project or activity consist-
ency with plans. Projects and activities
must be consistent with the applicable
plan. If an existing (paragraph (a) of
this section) or proposed (paragraph (b)
of this section) use, project, or activity
is not consistent with the applicable
plan, the Responsible Official may take
one of the following steps, subject to
valid existing rights:

(1) Modify the project or activity to
make it consistent with the applicable
plan components;

(2) Reject the proposal or terminate
the project or activity, subject to valid
existing rights; or

(3) Amend the plan contempora-
neously with the approval of the
project or activity so that it will be
consistent with the plan as amended.
The amendment may be limited to
apply only to the project or activity.

§219.9 Public participation, collabora-
tion, and notification.

The Responsible Official must use a
collaborative and participatory ap-
proach to land management planning,
in accordance with this subpart and
consistent with applicable laws, regula-
tions, and policies, by engaging the
skills and interests of appropriate com-
binations of Forest Service staff, con-
sultants, contractors, other Federal
agencies, federally recognized Indian
Tribes, State or local governments, or
other interested or affected commu-
nities, groups, or persons.

(a) Providing opportunities for partici-
pation. The Responsible Official must
provide opportunities for the public to
collaborate and participate openly and
meaningfully in the planning process,
taking into account the discrete and



§219.9

diverse roles, jurisdictions, and respon-
sibilities of interested and affected par-
ties. Specifically, as part of plan devel-
opment, plan amendment, and plan re-
vision, the Responsible Official shall
involve the public in developing and
updating the comprehensive evaluation
report, establishing the components of
the plan, and designing the monitoring
program. The Responsible Official has
the discretion to determine the meth-
ods and timing of public involvement
opportunities.

(1) Engaging interested individuals and
organizations. The Responsible Official
must provide for and encourage col-
laboration and participation by inter-
ested individuals and organizations, in-
cluding private landowners whose lands
are within, adjacent to, or otherwise
affected by future management actions
within the plan area.

(2) Engaging State and local govern-
ments and Federal agencies. The Respon-
sible Official must provide opportuni-
ties for the coordination of Forest
Service planning efforts undertaken in
accordance with this subpart with
those of other resource management
agencies. The Responsible Official also
must meet with and provide early op-
portunities for other government agen-
cies to be involved, collaborate, and
participate in planning for National
Forest System lands. The Responsible
Official should seek assistance, where
appropriate, from other State and local
governments, Federal agencies, and
scientific and academic institutions to
help address management issues or op-
portunities.

(3) Engaging Tribal governments. The
Forest Service recognizes the Federal
Government’s trust responsibility for
federally recognized Indian Tribes. The
Responsible Official must consult with,
invite, and provide opportunities for
federally recognized Indian Tribes to
collaborate and participate in plan-
ning. In working with federally recog-
nized Indian Tribes, the Responsible
Official must honor the government-to-
government relationship between
Tribes and the Federal Government.

(b) Public notification. The following
public notification requirements apply
to plan development, amendment, or
revision, except when a plan amend-
ment is approved contemporaneously
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with approval of a project or activity
and the amendment applies only to the
project or activity, in which case 36
CFR part 215 or part 218, subpart A, ap-
plies:

(1) When formal public notification is
provided. Public notification must be
provided at the following times:

(i) Initiation of development of a
plan, plan amendment, or plan revi-
sion;

(if) Commencement of the 90-day
comment period on a proposed plan,
plan amendment, or plan revision;

(iii) Commencement of the 30-day ob-
jection period prior to approval of a
plan, plan amendment, or plan revi-
sion;

(iv) Approval of a plan, plan amend-
ment, or plan revision; and

(v) Adjustment to conform to this
subpart of a planning process for a
plan, plan amendment, or plan revision
initiated under the provisions of a pre-
vious planning regulation.

(2) How public notice is provided. Pub-
lic notice must be provided in the fol-
lowing manner:

(i) All required public notices appli-
cable to a new plan, plan revision, or
adjustment of any ongoing plan revi-
sion as provided at §219.14(e) must be
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER
and newspaper(s) of record.

(ii) Required notifications that are
associated with a plan amendment or
adjustment of any ongoing plan amend-
ment as provided at §219.14(e) and that
apply to one plan must be published in
the newspaper(s) of record. Required
notifications that are associated with
plan amendments and adjustment of
any ongoing plan amendments (as pro-
vided at §219.14(e)) and that apply to
more than one plan must be published
in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(iii) Public notification of evaluation
reports and monitoring program
changes may be made in a manner
deemed appropriate by the Responsible
Official.

(3) Content of the public notice. Public
notices must contain the following in-
formation:

(i) Content of the public notice for initi-
ating a plan development, plan amend-
ment, or plan revision. The notice must
inform the public of the documents
available for review and how to obtain
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them; provide a summary of the need
to develop a plan or change a plan; in-
vite the public to comment on the need
for change in a plan and to identify any
other need for change in a plan that
they feel should be addressed during
the planning process; and provide an
estimated schedule for the planning
process, including the time available
for comments, and inform the public
how to submit comments.

(ii) Content of the public notice for a
proposed plan, plan amendment, or plan
revision. The notice must inform the
public of the availability of the pro-
posed plan, plan amendment, or plan
revision, including any relevant eval-
uation report; the commencement of
the 90-day comment period; and the
process for submitting comments.

(iii) Content of the public notice for a
plan, plan amendment, or plan revision
prior to approval. The notice must in-
form the public of the availability of
the plan, plan amendment, or plan re-
vision; any relevant evaluation report;
and the commencement of the 30-day
objection period; and the process for
objecting.

(iv) Content of the public notice for ap-
proval of a plan, plan amendment, or
plan revision. The notice must inform
the public of the availability of the ap-
proved plan, plan amendment, or plan
revision, the approval document, and
the effective date of the approval
(§219.14(a)).

(v) Content of the public notice for an
adjustment to an ongoing planning proc-
ess. The notice must state how a plan-
ning process initiated before the tran-
sition period (§219.14(b) and (e)) will be
adjusted to conform to this subpart.

§219.10 Sustainability.

Sustainability, for any unit of the
National Forest System, has three
interrelated and interdependent ele-
ments: social, economic, and ecologi-
cal. A plan can contribute to sustain-
ability by creating a framework to
guide on-the-ground management of
projects and activities; however, a plan
by itself cannot ensure sustainability.
Agency authorities, the nature of a
plan, and the capabilities of the plan
area are some of the factors that limit
the extent to which a plan can con-
tribute to achieving sustainability.
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(a) Sustaining social and economic sys-
tems. The overall goal of the social and
economic elements of sustainability is
to contribute to sustaining social and
economic systems within the plan area.
To understand the social and economic
contributions that National Forest
System lands presently make, and may
make in the future, the Responsible Of-
ficial, in accordance with §219.6, must
evaluate relevant economic and social
conditions and trends as appropriate
during plan development, plan amend-
ment, or plan revision.

(b) Sustaining ecological systems. The
overall goal of the ecological element
of sustainability is to provide a frame-
work to contribute to sustaining na-
tive ecological systems by providing
ecological conditions to support diver-
sity of native plant and animal species
in the plan area. This will satisfy the
statutory requirement to provide for
diversity of plant and animal commu-
nities based on the suitability and ca-
pability of the specific land area in
order to meet overall multiple-use ob-
jectives (16 U.S.C. 1604(9)(3)(B)). Proce-
dures developed pursuant to §219.1(c)
for sustaining ecological systems must
be consistent with the following:

(1) Ecosystem diversity. Ecosystem di-
versity is the primary means by which
a plan contributes to sustaining eco-
logical systems. Plan components must
establish a framework to provide the
characteristics of ecosystem diversity
in the plan area.

(2) Species diversity. If the Responsible
Official determines that provisions in
plan components, in addition to those
required by paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion, are needed to provide appropriate
ecological conditions for specific
threatened and endangered species,
species-of-concern, and species-of-in-
terest, then the plan must include ad-
ditional provisions for these species,
consistent with the limits of agency
authorities, the capability of the plan
area, and overall multiple use objec-
tives.

§219.11 Role of science in planning.

(@) The Responsible Official must
take into account the best available
science. For purposes of this subpart,
taking into account the best available



