Forest Service, USDA

venture, individual entrepreneurship,
nonprofit entity, or other form of orga-
nization.

(f) A qualified preferred operator
shall be given preference, pursuant to
paragraph (g) of this section, over all
other applicants, except with respect
to use allocated to historical operators
pursuant to §251.122 of this subpart.

(g) If the best application from a pre-
ferred operator is at least substantially
equal to the best application from a
non-preferred operator, the preferred
operator shall be issued the visitor
service authorization. If an application
from an applicant other than a pre-
ferred operator is determined to be the
best application (and no preferred oper-
ator submits a responsive application
that is substantially equal to it), the
preferred operator who submitted the
best application from among the appli-
cations submitted by preferred opera-
tors shall be given the opportunity, by
amending its application, to meet the
terms and conditions of the best appli-
cation received. If the amended appli-
cation of that preferred operator is
considered by the authorized officer to
be at least substantially equal to the
best application, the preferred operator
shall be issued the visitor service au-
thorization. If a preferred operator
does not amend its application to meet
the terms and conditions of the best
application, the authorized officer
shall issue the visitor service author-
ization to the applicant who submitted
the best application in response to the
prospectus.

§251.125 Preferred operator privileges
and limitations.

(a) A preferred operator has no pref-
erence within a National Forest in
Alaska beyond that authorized by sec-
tion 1307 of ANILCA (16 U.S.C. 1397) and
by §251.124 of this subpart.

(b) Local residents and most directly
affected Native Corporations have
equal priority for consideration in pro-
viding visitor services pursuant to
§251.124 of this subpart.

(c) Nothing in this subpart shall pro-
hibit the authorized officer from
issuing special use authorizations to
other applicants within the CSU, as
long as the requirements of §251.124 are
met.
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(d) If an operator qualifies as a local
resident for any part of an area des-
ignated in the solicitation for a spe-
cific visitor service, in matters related
solely to that solicitation, the operator
shall be treated as a local resident for
the entire area covered by that solici-
tation.

(e) The preferences described in this
section may not be sold, assigned,
transferred, or devised, either directly
or indirectly, in whole or in part.

§251.126 Appeals.

Decisions related to the issuance of
special use authorizations in response
to written solicitations by the Forest
Service under this subpart or related to
the modification of special use author-
izations to reflect historical use are
subject to administrative appeal under
subpart C of this part.

PART 254—LANDOWNERSHIP
ADJUSTMENTS

Subpart A—Land Exchanges

Sec.
254.1
254.2
254.3
254.4
254.5
254.6
254.7

Scope and applicability.

Definitions.
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Agreement to initiate an exchange.
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Segregative effect.
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254.9 Appraisals.

254.10 Bargaining; arbitration.
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254.32
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254.34
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Road rights-of-way.

Mineral survey fractions.

254.35 Limitations.

254.36 Determining public interest.

254.37-254.39 [Reserved]
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Subpart A—Land Exchanges

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 428a(a) and 1011; 16
U.S.C. 484a, 485, 486, 516, 551, and 555a; 43
U.S.C. 1701, 1715, 1716, and 1740; and other ap-
plicable laws.

SOURCE: 59 FR 10867, Mar. 8, 1994, unless
otherwise noted.

§254.1 Scope and applicability.

(@) These rules set forth the proce-
dures for conducting exchanges of Na-
tional Forest System lands. The proce-
dures in these rules may be supple-
mented by instructions issued to For-
est Service officers in Chapter 5400 of
the Forest Service Manual and Forest
Service Handbooks 5409.12 and 5409.13.

(b) These rules apply to all National
Forest System exchanges of land or in-
terests in land, including but not lim-
ited to minerals, water rights, and tim-
ber, except those exchanges made
under the authority of Small Tracts
Act of January 12, 1983 (16 U.S.C. 521c-
521i) (36 CFR part 254, subpart C), and
as otherwise noted. These rules also
apply to other methods of acquisition,
where indicated.

(c) The application of these rules to
exchanges made under the authority of
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act, as amended (43 U.S.C. 1621), or the
Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act (16 U.S.C. 3192), shall be
limited to those provisions which do
not conflict with the provisions of
these Acts.

(d) Unless the parties to an exchange
otherwise agree, land exchanges for
which the parties have agreed in writ-
ing to initiate prior to April 7, 1994,
will proceed in accordance with the
rules and regulations in effect at the
time of the agreement.

(e) Except for exchanges requiring
cash equalization payments made

36 CFR Ch. Il (7-1-07 Edition)

available through the Land and Water
Conservation Act of 1965, as amended
(16 U.S.C. 460[1]9), the boundaries of a
national forest are automatically ex-
tended to encompass lands acquired
under the Weeks Act of March 1, 1911,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 516), provided the
acquired lands are contiguous to exist-
ing national forest boundaries and
total no more than 3,000 acres in each
exchange.

(f) Exchanges under the Weeks Act of
March 1, 1911, or the General Exchange
Act of March 20, 1922, may involve
land-for-timber (non-Federal land ex-
changed for the rights to Federal tim-
ber), or timber-for-land (the exchange
of the rights to non-Federal timber for
Federal land), or tripartite land-for-
timber (non-Federal land exchanged for
the rights to Federal timber cut by a
third party in behalf of the exchange
parties).

(g) Land exchanges involving Na-
tional Forest System lands are author-
ized by a number of statutes, depending
upon the status (conditions of owner-
ship) of such lands and the purpose for
which an exchange is to be made. The
status of National Forest System land
is determined by the method by which
the land or interests therein became
part of the National Forest System.
Unless otherwise provided by law,
lands acquired by the United States in
exchanges assume the same status as
the Federal lands conveyed.

(h) The Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976, as amended
(43 U.S.C. 1701), is supplemental to all
applicable exchange laws, except the
cash equalization provisions of the
Sisk Act of December 4, 1967, as amend-
ed (16 U.S.C. 484a).

§254.2 Definitions.

For the purposes of this subpart, the
following terms have the meanings set
forth in this section.

Acquisition means the attainment of
lands or interests in lands by the Sec-
retary, acting on behalf of the United
States, by exchange, purchase, dona-
tion, or eminent domain.

Adjustment to relative values means
compensation for exchange-related
costs, or other responsibilities or re-
quirements assumed by one party,
which ordinarily would be borne by the
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