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upon presentation to the Department 
of Agriculture of satisfactory evidence 
thereof, subject to the necessary appro-
priation as aforesaid, or otherwise as 
may be provided. 

(c) Officers and employees of the De-
partment of Agriculture are barred 
from receiving such rewards. 

(d) The Department of Agriculture 
reserves the right to refuse payments 
of any claim for reward when, in its 
opinion, collusion or improper methods 
have been used to secure arrest and 
conviction. The Department also re-
serves the right to allow only one re-
ward where several persons have been 
convicted of the same offense or where 
one person has been convicted of sev-
eral offenses, unless the circumstances 
entitle the person to a reward on each 
conviction. 

(e) Applications for reward should be 
forwarded to the Regional Forester, 
Research Director, or Area Director 
who has responsibility for the land or 
property involved in the trespass. How-
ever, no application will be considered 
unless presented to a responsible For-
est Service officer within three months 
from the date of conviction of an of-
fender. In order that all claimants for 
rewards may have an opportunity to 
present their claims within the pre-
scribed limit, the Department will not 
take action with respect to rewards for 
three months from the date of the con-
viction of an offender. 

[42 FR 2961, Jan. 14, 1977, as amended at 46 
FR 33521, June 30, 1981; 56 FR 29182, June 26, 
1991] 

§ 262.2 Purchase of information in fur-
therance of investigations. 

(a) Approval of payments. Payments 
for purchase of information to further 
investigations of felonies and mis-
demeanors related to Forest Service 
administration are authorized for each 
transaction as follows: 

(1) Criminal investigators in the GS– 
1811 series and such other personnel as 
the Chief of the Forest Service or a Re-
gional Forester may designate, may, 
without prior approval, pay up to but 
not exceeding $200 for the purchase of 
information under this section. 

(2) For payments of amounts over 
$200 but not exceeding $500, advance ap-

proval of the Forest Supervisor is re-
quired. 

(3) For payments of amounts over 
$500 but not exceeding $2,500, advance 
approval of the Regional Forester is re-
quired. 

(4) For payments of amounts over 
$2,500, advance approval of the Chief of 
the Forest Service is required. 

(5) For purchase of information to 
further investigations within a Re-
gional Office, Forest and Range Experi-
ment Station, State and Private For-
estry Area Office, or the National Of-
fice, payments in excess of $200 must be 
approved in advance by the Chief of the 
Forest Service or by such other per-
sonnel as the Chief may designate. 

(b) Limitations. Purchase of informa-
tion under this section is restricted to 
furthering investigations of felony and 
misdemeanor violations. Payment for 
information to further investigations 
of petty offenses as classified in title 18 
U.S.C., section 1, are not authorized 
under this section. 

[48 FR 26604, June 9, 1983] 

§ 262.3 Purchase of evidence in fur-
therance of investigations. 

(a) Approval of payments. Payments 
for purchase of evidence to further in-
vestigations of felonies and mis-
demeanors related to Forest Service 
administration are authorized for each 
transaction as follows: 

(1) Criminal investigators in the GS– 
1811 series and such other personnel as 
the Chief of the Forest Service or a Re-
gional Forester may designate, may, 
without prior approval, pay up to but 
not exceeding $400 for the purchase of 
evidence under this section. 

(2) For payments of amounts over 
$400 but not exceeding $1,000, advance 
approval of the Forest Supervisor is re-
quired. 

(3) For payments of amounts over 
$1,000 but not exceeding $5,000, advance 
approval of the Regional Forester is re-
quired. 

(4) For payments of amounts over 
$5,000, advance approval of the Chief of 
the Forest Service is required. 

(5) For purchase of evidence to fur-
ther investigations within a Regional 
Office, Forest and Range Experiment 
Station, State and Private Forestry 
Area Office, or the National Office, 
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payments in excess of $400 must be ap-
proved in advance by the Chief of the 
Forest Service or by such other per-
sonnel as the Chief may designate. 

(b) Limitations. Purchase of evidence 
under this section is restricted to fur-
thering investigations of felony and 
misdemeanor violations. Payment for 
evidence to further investigations of 
petty offenses as classified in title 18 
U.S.C., section 1, are not authorized 
under this section. 

[48 FR 26605, June 9, 1983; 48 FR 34262, July 
28, 1983] 

§ 262.4 Audit of expenditures. 
The Chief of the Forest Service shall, 

through appropriate directives to agen-
cy personnel, assure the accountability 
of all funds spent in carrying out the 
provisions of this subpart and safe-
guard the identity of those wishing to 
remain anonymous. 

[48 FR 26605, June 9, 1983] 

§ 262.5 Disposal of purchased prop-
erty. 

All evidence purchased under the au-
thority of this subpart shall be main-
tained in accordance with all laws, reg-
ulations, and rules applicable to the 
care, custody, and control of evidence. 
Evidence purchased under this subpart 
shall be disposed of in accordance with 
laws, regulation, rules, and Forest 
Service policy applicable to the dis-
posal of evidence. 

[48 FR 26605, June 9, 1983] 

Subpart B—Impoundments and 
Removals 

§ 262.10 Impoundment and disposal of 
unauthorized livestock. 

Unauthorized livestock or livestock 
in excess of those authorized by a graz-
ing permit on the National Forest Sys-
tem, which are not removed therefrom 
within the periods prescribed by this 
regulation, may be impounded and dis-
posed of by a forest officer as provided 
herein. 

(a) When a Forest officer determines 
that such livestock use is occurring, 
has definite knowledge of the kind of 
livestock, and knows the name and ad-
dress of the owners, such livestock may 
be impounded any time five days after 

written notice of intent to impound 
such livestock is mailed by certified or 
registered mail or personally delivered 
to such owners. 

(b) When a Forest officer determines 
that such livestock use is occurring, 
but does not have complete knowledge 
of the kind of livestock, or if the name 
of the owner is unknown, such live-
stock may be impounded any time 15 
days after the date a notice of intent to 
impound livestock is first published in 
a local newspaper and posted at the 
county courthouse and in one or more 
local post offices. The notice will iden-
tify the area in which it will be effec-
tive. 

(c) Unauthorized livestock or live-
stock in excess of those authorized by 
a grazing permit on National Forest 
System which are owned by persons 
given notice under paragraph (a) of this 
section, and any such livestock in 
areas for which a notice has been post-
ed and published under paragraph (b) of 
this section, may be impounded with-
out further notice any time within the 
12-month period immediately following 
the effective date of the notice or no-
tices given under paragraphs (a) and (b) 
of this section. 

(d) Following the impoundment of 
livestock, a notice of sale of impounded 
livestock will be published in a local 
newspaper and posted at the county 
courthouse and in one or more local 
post offices. The notice will describe 
the livestock and specify the date, 
time, and place of the sale. The date 
shall be at least five days after the 
publication and posting of such notice. 

(e) The owner may redeem the live-
stock any time before the date and 
time set for the sale by submitting 
proof of ownership and paying for all 
expenses incurred by the United States 
in gathering, impounding, and feeding 
or pasturing the livestock. However, 
when the impoundment costs exceed 
fair market value a minimum accept-
able redemption price at fair market 
value may be established for each head 
of livestock. 

(f) If the livestock are not redeemed 
on or before the date and time fixed for 
their sale, they shall be sold at public 
sale to the highest bidder, providing 
this bid is at or above the minimum 
amount set by the Forest Service. If a 
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