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public use, understanding and enjoy-
ment of its natural, cultural and sci-
entific features. The regulations in this 
part are designed and promulgated to 
establish minimum standards which 
local zoning bylaws must meet in fur-
therance of those purposes. 

(b) The standards hereby established 
for approval of zoning bylaws or 
amendments of zoning bylaws—are in-
tended: (1) To contribute to the effect 
of prohibiting the commercial and in-
dustrial use, other than existing com-
mercial or industrial use not incon-
sistent with the purposes of the Act of 
August 7, 1961 (75 Stat. 284, 291), of all 
property within the boundaries of the 
Cape Cod National Seashore and situ-
ated in the towns of Provincetown, 
Truro, Wellfleet, Eastham, Orleans and 
Chatham; and (2) to promote preserva-
tion and development, in accordance 
with the purposes of the said Act, of 
the area comprising the seashore, by 
means of acreage, frontage and setback 
requirements and other provisions 
which may be required to be included 
in zoning bylaws consistent with the 
laws of Massachusetts. Zoning bylaws 
or amendments of zoning bylaws appli-
cable to the area within Cape Cod Na-
tional Seashore, in order that they 
may be approved, shall conform to the 
standards herein set forth relating to 
preservation and development of the 
seashore in accordance with the pur-
poses of the said Act. The Secretary 
shall be given notice of any amend-
ments to approved zoning bylaws that 
affect the Seashore District. Nothing 
in these standards or in the zoning by-
laws adopted pursuant thereto for the 
area within Cape Cod National Sea-
shore shall preclude the Secretary of 
the Interior from fulfilling the respon-
sibilities vested in him by the Act of 
August 7, 1961, or by the Act of August 
25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), as amended and 
supplemented. 

(c) Wherever the term ‘‘improved 
property’’ is used in this part it shall 
mean a detached, one-family dwelling, 
the land on which it is situated, and 
accessory structures, and as further de-
fined in section 4(d) of the Act of Au-
gust 7, 1961 (75 Stat. 284). 

§ 27.2 Commercial and industrial ac-
tivities. 

No commercial or industrial districts 
may be established within the Cape 
Cod National Seashore. 

§ 27.3 Seashore District. 
(a) Description. The Seashore District 

shall include all those portions of the 
towns of Provincetown, Truro, 
Wellfleet, Eastham, Orleans and Chat-
ham lying within the exterior bound-
aries of the Cape Cod National Sea-
shore. 

(b) Zoning bylaws for the Seashore 
District shall be consistent with the 
objectives and purposes of the Act of 
August 7, 1961, so that—to the extent 
possible under Massachusetts law—the 
scenic, scientific and cultural values of 
the area will be protected, undeveloped 
areas will be preserved in a natural 
condition, and the distinctive Cape Cod 
character of existing residential struc-
tures will be maintained. 

(c)(1) No moving, alteration, or en-
largement of existing one-family resi-
dential dwellings or structures acces-
sory thereto situated within this Dis-
trict shall be permitted if such would 
afford less than a 50-foot setback from 
all streets measured at a right angle 
with the street line, and a 25-foot dis-
tance from the abutters’ property lines 
(or less than such lesser setback or dis-
tance requirements already in exist-
ence for such dwellings or accessory 
structures). 

(2) If through natural phenomena or 
causes a lot or lots are so diminished in 
size that an owner would be unable to 
comply with the setback or sideline re-
quirements herein prescribed, such 
owner or the zoning authorities may, 
as provided in § 27.4(b), request the Sec-
retary of the Interior to determine 
whether a proposed move, reconstruc-
tion, alteration of enlargement of an 
existing residential dwelling or acces-
sory structure would subject the prop-
erty to acquisition by condemnation. 

(d) Zoning bylaws adopted pursuant 
to this regulation shall contain provi-
sions designed to preserve the seashore 
character of the area by appropriate re-
strictions or prohibitions upon the 
burning of cover, cutting of timber, 
filling of land, removal of soil, loam, 
sand or gravel and dumping, storage, or 
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