§292.42

“Wild and Scenic Rivers”” means the
segments of the Snake, Rapid, and
Imnaha Rivers designated as compo-
nents of the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System and any other river or
segment thereof in the HCNRA here-
after designated. Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers include all National Forest System
lands within the designated Wild and
Scenic River corridor.

“Wilderness lands’” means the Hells
Canyon Wilderness, that portion of the
Eagle Cap Wilderness in the HCNRA,
and any other wilderness in the
HCNRA hereafter designated as compo-
nents of the National Wilderness Pres-
ervation System.

§292.42 Management
guidelines.

standards and

(a) In addition to existing statutory
and regulatory authority governing ad-
ministration of National Forest Sys-
tem lands and resources, the standards
and guidelines in 8§§292.43 to 292.48 of
this subpart prescribe the scope and ex-
tent of certain activities that may
occur in the HCNRA. These standards
and guidelines are consistent with the
overall objective of administering the
HCNRA to preserve its natural beauty,
historical and archaeological values
and enhance its recreational and eco-
logical values and the public’s enjoy-
ment. The standards and guidelines
may vary depending on whether the
land where the proposed activity is
contemplated is within the Wilderness
Lands, Wild and Scenic Rivers, or the
Other Lands.

(b) The standards and guidelines of
this subpart govern the previous pro-
grammatic direction in the Com-
prehensive Management Plan that has
been incorporated into the Wallowa-
Whitman National Forest Land and Re-
source Management Plan. Site specific
environmental analysis may be re-
quired even in those situations where a
use or activity is permissible under the
standards and guidelines set forth in
this subpart.

(c) The standards and guidelines of
this subpart may be enforced by the
authorized officer pursuant to 36 CFR
part 261.
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§292.43 Protection and preservation of
cultural and paleontological re-
sources.

(a) Other Lands and Wild and Scenic
Rivers. The following standards and
guidelines of this section apply to the
protection and preservation of cultural
and paleontological resources on the
Other Lands and the Wild and Scenic
Rivers in the HCNRA:

(1) The primary objective of man-
aging cultural resources is the protec-
tion of the resource from damage or de-
struction. To the extent consistent
with protection, cultural resources
may also be managed for scientific re-
search, public education and enjoy-
ment. Where interpretation of these
sites for public benefit and knowledge
is developed, it shall be compatible
with the protection of cultural re-
sources.

(2) The authorized officer shall estab-
lish priorities for management empha-
sis and protection of cultural resources
based, in part, on whether the appro-
priate State Historic Preservation Of-
fice has concurred with the Forest
Service’s determination that a cultural
resource is significant.

(3) Significant cultural resources are
to be protected on-site, unless the au-
thorized officer determines that off-
site protection is preferable because
adequate protection cannot be provided
on-site, the resource is already ade-
quately represented and protected on-
site elsewhere, protection on-site is not
consistent with the administration of
Wilderness Lands, or for other good
cause shown. Information about sig-
nificant cultural resources shall be
documented.

(4) The primary objective of man-
aging paleontological resources is sci-
entific research. Paleontological re-
sources may only be disturbed or re-
moved in conjunction with scientific
research and only upon the issuance of
prior written authorization of the dis-
turbance or removal activity.

(b) Wilderness Lands. The following
standards and guidelines apply to the
protection and preservation of cultural
and paleontological resources in the
Wilderness Lands category of the
HCNRA.
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