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mineral rights have not been verified, 
explain the reasons for such a finding, 
and that the proposed mineral oper-
ation cannot be conducted. 

(c) If the review shows that out-
standing mineral rights have been 
verified, the authorized officer must 
notify the operator in writing that out-
standing mineral rights have been 
verified and that review of the pro-
posed operating plan will proceed. 

(d) The authorized officer shall re-
view the operating plan to determine if 
all of the following criteria are met: 

(1) The operating plan is consistent 
with the rights granted by the deed; 

(2) The operating plan is consistent 
with the Six Rivers National Forest 
Land and Resource Management Plan; 
and 

(3) The operating plan uses only so 
much of the surface as is necessary for 
the proposed mineral operations. 

(e) Upon completion of the review of 
the operating plan, the authorized offi-
cer shall notify the operator in writing 
of one of the following: 

(1) The operating plan meets all of 
the criteria of paragraphs (d)(1) 
through (d)(3) of this section and, 
therefore, is approved; 

(2) The operating plan does not meet 
one or more of the criteria in para-
graphs (d)(1) through (d)(3) of this sec-
tion. Where feasible, the authorized of-
ficer may indicate changes to the oper-
ating plan that would satisfy the cri-
teria in paragraphs (d)(1) through (d)(3) 
of this section and, thus, if accepted by 
the operator, would result in approval 
of the operating plan. 

(f) To conduct mineral operations be-
yond those described in an approved 
operating plan, the owner or lessee 
must submit, in writing, an amended 
operating plan to the authorized officer 
at the earliest practicable date. New 
operations covered by the proposed 
amendment may not begin until the 
authorized officer has reviewed and re-
sponded in writing to the proposed 
amendment. The authorized officer 
shall review a proposed amendment of 
an approved operating plan to deter-
mine that the criteria in paragraphs 
(d)(1) through (d)(3) of this section are 
met. 

MINERAL MATERIALS 

§ 292.68 Mineral material operations. 

Subject to the provisions of part 228, 
subpart C, and part 293 of this chapter, 
the authorized officer may approve 
contracts and permits for the sale or 
other disposal of mineral materials, in-
cluding but not limited to, common va-
rieties of gravel, sand, or stone. How-
ever, such contracts and permits may 
be approved only if the material is not 
within a designated wilderness area 
and is to be used for the construction 
and maintenance of roads and other fa-
cilities within the SRNRA or the four 
excluded areas identified by the Act. 

OTHER PROVISIONS 

§ 292.69 Concurrent reclamation. 

Plans of operations involving 
locatable minerals, operating plans in-
volving outstanding mineral rights, 
and contracts or permits for mineral 
materials should all provide, to the 
maximum extent practicable, that rec-
lamation proceed concurrently with 
the mineral operation. 

§ 292.70 Indemnification. 

The owner and/or operator of mining 
claims and the owner and/or lessee of 
outstanding mineral rights are jointly 
and severally liable in accordance with 
Federal and State laws for indem-
nifying the United States for the fol-
lowing: 

(a) Costs, damages, claims, liabil-
ities, judgments, injury and loss, in-
cluding those incurred from fire sup-
pression efforts, and environmental re-
sponse actions and cleanup and abate-
ment costs incurred by the United 
States and arising from past, present, 
and future acts or omissions of the 
owner, operator, or lessee in connec-
tion with the use and occupancy of the 
unpatented mining claim and/or min-
eral operation. This includes acts or 
omissions covered by Federal, State, 
and local pollution control and envi-
ronmental statutes and regulations. 

(b) Payments made by the United 
States in satisfaction of claims, de-
mands, or judgments for an injury, 
loss, damage, or costs, including for 
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