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(2) In addition to the boat operator, a 
person at least 12 years of age must be 
present to observe the action of the 
person being towed. 

(3) A person being towed must wear a 
United States Coast Guard approved 
Type I, II, III, or V PFD. 

(4) A person being towed may not 
commit any act in a manner that en-
dangers, or is likely to endanger, any 
person or damage property. 

(5) Operating a vessel that does not 
have the capacity to carry the per-
son(s) being towed in addition to the 
operator and observer is prohibited. 

(6) No person shall operate a power 
driven vessel using a tow rope 20 feet or 
less in length when towing a person. 

§ 3.13 What conditions apply to the use 
of Marine Sanitation Devices 
(MSD)? 

(a) Discharging sewage from any ves-
sel, whether treated or not, in any body 
of fresh water is prohibited. 

(b) The owner or operator of any ves-
sel on park fresh water that is equipped 
with toilet facilities and/or a MSD that 
is capable of discharge, must lock or 
otherwise secure the valves or mecha-
nism of the device. Acceptable methods 
of securing the device include: 

(1) Closing the seacock and removing 
the handle; 

(2) Padlocking the seacock in the 
closed position; 

(3) Using a non-releasable wire-tie to 
hold the seacock in the closed position; 
or 

(4) Locking the door to the space en-
closing the toilets with a padlock or 
door handle key lock. 

(c) The superintendent may modify 
the requirements of this section 
through a special regulation. 

§ 3.14 Am I required to remove a sunk-
en, grounded, or disabled vessel? 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, the owners or au-
thorized salvager of a sunken, ground-
ed, or disabled vessel must remove the 
vessel, all component parts and equip-
ment, and all associated cargo thereof 
in accordance with procedures estab-
lished by the superintendent. In estab-
lishing removal procedures, the super-
intendent is authorized to: 

(1) Establish a reasonable date by 
which vessel removal operations must 
be complete; 

(2) Determine times and means of ac-
cess to and from the vessel; and 

(3) Specify the manner or method of 
removal. 

(b) The superintendent may waive 
the requirements of paragraph (a) of 
this section or prohibit removal of the 
vessel, equipment, or cargo upon a 
written determination that: 

(1) The removal would constitute an 
unacceptable risk to human life; 

(2) The removal would result in ex-
tensive resource damage; or 

(3) The removal is impracticable or 
impossible. 

§ 3.15 What is the maximum noise level 
for the operation of a vessel? 

(a) A person may not operate a vessel 
at a noise level exceeding: 

(1) 75dB(A) measured utilizing test 
procedures applicable to vessels under-
way (Society of Automotive Engineers 
SAE—J1970); or 

(2) 88dB(A) measured utilizing test 
procedures applicable to stationary 
vessels (Society of Automotive Engi-
neers SAE—J2005). 

(b) An authorized person who has rea-
son to believe that a vessel is being op-
erated in excess of the noise levels es-
tablished in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion may direct the operator of the ves-
sel to submit the vessel to an on-site 
test to measure the noise level. 

§ 3.16 May I swim or wade in park wa-
ters? 

Swimming or wading is allowed in 
waters, subject to closures or restric-
tions designated by the superintendent 
in accordance with §§ 1.5 and 1.7 of this 
chapter. 

§ 3.17 What regulations apply to swim-
ming areas and beaches? 

(a) The superintendent may des-
ignate areas as swimming areas or 
swimming beaches in accordance with 
§§ 1.5 and 1.7 of this chapter. 

(b) Within designated swimming 
areas, the use of a surfboard or similar 
rigid device is prohibited. 
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