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from a thermal spring or pool is pro-
hibited. 

[36 FR 12014, June 24, 1971, as amended at 37 
FR 24034, Nov. 11, 1972; 39 FR 9964, Mar. 15, 
1974; 43 FR 21460, May 18, 1978; 45 FR 56343, 
Aug. 25, 1980; 48 FR 30293, June 30, 1983; 52 FR 
10686, Apr. 2, 1987; 52 FR 19346, May 22, 1987; 
59 FR 43736, Aug. 25, 1994; 66 FR 7265, Jan. 22, 
2001; 67 FR 69477, Nov. 18, 2002; 68 FR 69282, 
Dec. 11, 2003; 69 FR 65360, Nov. 10, 2004] 

§ 7.14 Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park. 

(a) Fishing—(1) License. A person fish-
ing within the park must have in pos-
session the proper State fishing license 
issued by either Tennessee or North 
Carolina. A holder of a valid resident 
or nonresident license issued by either 
State may fish throughout the park ir-
respective of State boundaries, except 
in Closed and Excluded Waters. 

(2) Closed and Excluded Waters. All 
waters of Mingus Creek, Lands Creek, 
Chestnut Branch and that portion of 
LeConte Creek as posted through the 
park residential area of Twin Creeks, 
are closed to and excluded from fish-
ing. 

(3) Open Waters. (i) All of the waters 
of the Oconaluftee River downstream 
from where it joins with Raven Fork to 
the park boundary and that portion of 
Raven Fork from its junction with the 
Oconaluftee River upstream and paral-
leling the Big Cove Road to the park 
boundary are open to fishing in accord-
ance with the Cherokee Fish and Game 
Management regulations. 

(ii) All other park waters are open to 
fishing in accordance with National 
Park Service regulations. 

(4) Season. Open all year for rainbow 
and brown trout, smallmouth bass, and 
redeye (rockbass). All other fish are 
protected and may not be taken by any 
means. 

(5) Time. Fishing is permitted from 
sunrise to sunset only. 

(6) Fish and equipment and bait. Fish-
ing is permitted only by use of one 
handheld rod and line. 

(i) Only artificial flies or lures hav-
ing one single hook may be used. 

(ii) The use or possession of any form 
of fish bait other than artificial flies or 
lures on any park stream while in pos-
session of fishing tackle is prohibited. 

(7) Size limits. All trout or bass caught 
less than the legal length shall be im-

mediately returned unharmed to the 
water from which taken. 

(i) No trout or bass less than 7″ in 
length may be retained. 

(ii) No size limit on redeye 
(rockbass). 

(8) Possession limit. (i) Possession 
limit shall mean and include the num-
ber of trout, bass or redeye (rockbass) 
caught in park waters which may be in 
possession, regardless of whether they 
are fresh, stored in ice chests, or other-
wise preserved. A person must stop and 
desist from fishing for the remainder of 
the day upon attaining the possession 
limit. 

(ii) Five, fish, trout, bass, or redeye, 
or a combination thereof, is the max-
imum number which a person may re-
tain in one day or be in possession of at 
any one time. 

(9) The superintendent may designate 
certain waters as Experimental Fish 
Management Waters and issue tem-
porary and special rules regulating 
fishing use by posting signs and 
issuance of official public notification. 
All persons shall observe and abide by 
such officially posted rules pertaining 
to these specially designated waters. 

(b) Beer and alcoholic beverages. The 
possession of beer or any alcoholic bev-
erages in an open or unsealed con-
tainer, except in designated picnic, 
camping, or overnight lodging facili-
ties, is prohibited. 

[24 FR 11041, Dec. 30, 1959, as amended at 31 
FR 5827, Apr. 15, 1966; 32 FR 21038, Dec. 30, 
1967; 33 FR 18156, Dec. 6, 1968; 40 FR 16315, 
Apr. 11, 1975; 40 FR 25590, June 17, 1975; 48 FR 
30294, June 30, 1983; 48 FR 31022, July 6, 1983] 

§ 7.15 Shenandoah National Park. 
(a) Backcountry camping. For pur-

poses of clarification at Shenandoah 
National Park, ‘‘backcountry camp-
ing’’ is defined as any use of portable 
shelter or sleeping equipment in the 
backcountry. ‘‘Backcountry’’ is defined 
as those areas of the park which are 
more than 250 yards from a paved road, 
and more than one-half mile from any 
park facilities other than trails, un-
paved roads and trail shelters. The Su-
perintendent may designate areas 
where backcountry camping is prohib-
ited if there would be potential damage 
to park resources or disruption to 
other park uses. Such areas will be 
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