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which the claimant may have over-
looked and which would be of advan-
tage to the claimant’s position. To as-
sure clarity and completeness of the 
hearing record, questions which are di-
rected to the claimant and to witnesses 
are to be framed to explore fully the 
basis for claimed entitlement rather 
than with an intent to refute evidence 
or to discredit testimony. In cases in 
which the nature, origin, or degree of 
disability is in issue, the claimant may 
request visual examination by a physi-
cian designated by VA and the physi-
cian’s observations will be read into 
the record. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501) 

(d) Submission of evidence. Any evi-
dence whether documentary, testi-
monial, or in other form, offered by the 
claimant in support of a claim and any 
issue a claimant may raise and any 
contention or argument a claimant 
may offer with respect thereto are to 
be included in the records. 

(e) The right to representation. Subject 
to the provisions of §§ 14.626 through 
14.637 of this title, claimants are enti-
tled to representation of their choice 
at every stage in the prosecution of a 
claim. 

(f) Notification of decisions. The claim-
ant or beneficiary and his or her rep-
resentative will be notified in writing 
of decisions affecting the payment of 
benefits or granting relief. All notifica-
tions will advise the claimant of the 
reason for the decision; the date the de-
cision will be effective; the right to a 
hearing subject to paragraph (c) of this 
section; the right to initiate an appeal 
by filing a Notice of Disagreement 
which will entitle the individual to a 
Statement of the Case for assistance in 
perfecting an appeal; and the periods in 
which an appeal must be initiated and 
perfected (See part 20 of this chapter, 
on appeals). Further, any notice that 
VA has denied a benefit sought will in-

clude a summary of the evidence con-
sidered. 

(Authority:38 U.S.C. 501, 1115, 1506, 5104.) 

[55 FR 13527, Apr. 11, 1990; 55 FR 17530, Apr. 
25, 1990, as amended at 55 FR 20148, May 15, 
1990; 55 FR 25308, June 21, 1990; 57 FR 56993, 
Dec. 2, 1992; 58 FR 16360, Mar. 26, 1993; 58 FR 
59366, Nov. 9, 1993; 59 FR 6218, Feb. 10, 1994; 59 
FR 6901, Feb. 14, 1994; 66 FR 56613, Nov. 9, 
2001] 

§ 3.104 Finality of decisions. 
(a) A decision of a duly constituted 

rating agency or other agency of origi-
nal jurisdiction shall be final and bind-
ing on all field offices of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs as to conclu-
sions based on the evidence on file at 
the time VA issues written notification 
in accordance with 38 U.S.C. 5104. A 
final and binding agency decision shall 
not be subject to revision on the same 
factual basis except by duly con-
stituted appellate authorities or except 
as provided in § 3.105 and § 3.2600 of this 
part. 

(b) Current determinations of line of 
duty, character of discharge, relation-
ship, dependency, domestic relations 
questions, homicide, and findings of 
fact of death or presumptions of death 
made in accordance with existing in-
structions, and by application of the 
same criteria and based on the same 
facts, by either an Adjudication activ-
ity or an Insurance activity are bind-
ing one upon the other in the absence 
of clear and unmistakable error. 

[29 FR 1462, Jan. 29, 1964, as amended at 29 
FR 7547, June 12, 1964; 56 FR 65846, Dec. 19, 
1991; 66 FR 21874, May 2, 2001] 

§ 3.105 Revision of decisions. 
The provisions of this section apply 

except where an award was based on an 
act of commission or omission by the 
payee, or with his or her knowledge 
(§ 3.500(b)); there is a change in law or a 
Department of Veterans Affairs issue, 
or a change in interpretation of law or 
a Department of Veterans Affairs issue 
(§ 3.114); or the evidence establishes 
that service connection was clearly il-
legal. The provisions with respect to 
the date of discontinuance of benefits 
are applicable to running awards. 
Where the award has been suspended, 
and it is determined that no additional 
payments are in order, the award will 
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