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§501.1 Definitions.

(a) Postage Evidencing Systems regu-
lated by part 501 produce evidence of
prepayment of postage by any method
other than postage stamps and permit
imprints. A Postage Evidencing Sys-
tem is a device or system of compo-
nents that a customer uses to generate
and print evidence that postage re-
quired for mailing has been paid. Post-
age Evidencing Systems print indicia,
such as meter imprints or information-
based indicia to indicate postage pay-
ment. They include but are not limited

to postage meters and PC Postage sys-
tems.

(b) A postage meter is a Postal Serv-
ice-approved Postage Evidencing Sys-
tem that uses a device to account for
postage purchased and printed. The
term meter as used in this part refers to
a postage meter.

(c) PC Postage products are Postal
Service-approved Postage Evidencing
Systems that use a personal computer
as an integral part of the system. PC
Postage products may use the Internet
to download postage to a mailer’s com-
puter from which the postage indicia
may then be printed.

(d) A provider is a person or entity
authorized under this section to manu-
facture and/or distribute Postage Evi-
dencing Systems to customers.

(e) A manufacturer of postage meters
produces postage meters.

(f) A distributor of postage meters
may be a manufacturer who leases
postage meters directly to end-user
customers or may be an independent
entity who leases postage meters to
end-user customers on behalf of the
manufacturer.

(g) A customer is a person or entity
authorized by the Postal Service to use
a Postage Evidencing System in ac-
cordance with Mailing Standards of the
United States Postal Service, Domestic
Mail Manual (DMM) 604 Postage Pay-
ment Methods, 4.0 Postage Meters and
PC Postage Products (Postage Evidenc-
ing Systems).

§501.2 Postage Evidencing System
provider authorization.

(@) The Postal Service -considers
Postage Evidencing Systems and their
respective infrastructure to be essen-
tial to the exercise of its specific pow-
ers to prescribe postage and provide
evidence of payment of postage under
39 U.S.C. 404(a)(2) and (4).

(b) Due to the potential for adverse
impact upon Postal Service revenue,
the following activities may not be en-
gaged in by any person or entity with-
out prior, written approval of the Post-
al Service:

160



