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§966.1 Authority for rules.

These rules of practice are issued by
the Judicial Officer pursuant to au-
thority delegated by the Postmaster
General.

§966.2 Scope of rules.

The rules in this part apply to any
petition filed by a former postal em-
ployee:

(a) To challenge the Postal Service’s
determination that he or she is liable
to the Postal Service for a debt in-
curred in connection with his or her
Postal Service employment; and/or

(b) To challenge the administrative
offset schedule proposed by the Postal
Service for collecting any such debt.

§966.3 Definitions.

(a) Administrative offset refers to the
withholding of money payable by the
Postal Service or the United States to,
or held by the Postal Service or the
United States for, a former employee
in order to satisfy a debt determined to
be owed by the former employee to the
Postal Service.

(b) Debt refers to any amount deter-
mined by the Postal Service to be owed
to the Postal Service by a former em-
ployee.

(c) Former employee refers to an indi-
vidual whose employment with the
Postal Service has ceased. An em-
ployee is considered formally separated
from the Postal Service rolls as of
close of business on the effective date
of his or her separation. Postal Service
Form 50.

(d) General Counsel refers to the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Postal Service, and
includes a designated representative.

(e) Hearing Official refers to an Ad-
ministrative Law Judge qualified to
hear cases under the Administrative
Procedure Act, an Administrative
Judge appointed under the Contract
Disputes Act of 1978, or any other
qualified person licensed to practice
law designated by the Judicial Officer
to preside over a hearing conducted
pursuant to this part.

(f) Judicial Officer refers to the Judi-
cial Officer, Associate Judicial Officer,
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or Acting Judicial Officer of the Postal
Service.

(g) Postmaster/Installation Head refers
to the top management official at a
particular post office or installation
when an alleged debt owed by a former
employee was incurred, or to that offi-
cial’s successor, or to the department
head who had general supervisory re-
sponsibility for a former employee at
Area Offices or National Headquarters
when an alleged debt owed by that
former employee was incurred, or to
that official’s successor. Where the
former employee was a Postmaster/In-
stallation Head, the term refers to the
official to whom the Postmaster/Instal-
lation Head reported when an alleged
debt owed by that former employee was
incurred, or to that official’s successor.
Where the former employee was in the
Inspection Service, the term refers to
the former employee’s immediate su-
pervisor when an alleged debt owed by
that former employee was incurred, or
to that official’s successor. Where the
former employee was in the Office of
Inspector General, the term refers to
the Inspector General, or to the Inspec-
tor General’s delegate.

(h) Reconsideration refers to the re-
view of an alleged debt and/or the pro-
posed offset schedule conducted by the
Postmaster/Installation Head at the re-
quest of a former employee alleged to
be indebted to the Postal Service.

(i) Recorder refers to the Recorder,
Judicial Officer Department, United
States Postal Service, 2101 Wilson Bou-
levard, Suite 600, Arlington, VA 22201-
3078.

[62 FR 63279, Nov. 28, 1997, as amended at 63
FR 66053, Dec. 1, 1998]

§966.4 Petition for a hearing and sup-
plement to petition.

(a) A former employee who is alleged
to be responsible for a debt to the Post-
al Service may petition for a hearing
under this part, provided:

(1) Liability for the debt and/or the
proposed offset schedule has not been
established under Part 452.3 or Part
462.3 of the Employee & Labor Rela-
tions Manual;

(2) He or she has received a Notice
from the Minneapolis Accounting Serv-
ice Center (or its successor installa-
tion) informing him or her of the debt
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