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Environmental Protection Agency § 124.14 

§ 124.12 Public hearings. 
(a) (Applicable to State programs, see 

§§ 123.25 (NPDES), 145.11 (UIC), 233.26 
(404), and 271.14 (RCRA).) (1) The Direc-
tor shall hold a public hearing when-
ever he or she finds, on the basis of re-
quests, a significant degree of public 
interest in a draft permit(s); 

(2) The Director may also hold a pub-
lic hearing at his or her discretion, 
whenever, for instance, such a hearing 
might clarify one or more issues in-
volved in the permit decision; 

(3) For RCRA permits only, (i) the 
Director shall hold a public hearing 
whenever he or she receives written no-
tice of opposition to a draft permit and 
a request for a hearing within 45 days 
of public notice under § 124.10(b)(1); (ii) 
whenever possible the Director shall 
schedule a hearing under this section 
at a location convenient to the nearest 
population center to the proposed facil-
ity; 

(4) Public notice of the hearing shall 
be given as specified in § 124.10. 

(b) Whenever a public hearing will be 
held and EPA is the permitting author-
ity, the Regional Administrator shall 
designate a Presiding Officer for the 
hearing who shall be responsible for its 
scheduling and orderly conduct. 

(c) Any person may submit oral or 
written statements and data con-
cerning the draft permit. Reasonable 
limits may be set upon the time al-
lowed for oral statements, and the sub-
mission of statements in writing may 
be required. The public comment pe-
riod under § 124.10 shall automatically 
be extended to the close of any public 
hearing under this section. The hearing 
officer may also extend the comment 
period by so stating at the hearing. 

(d) A tape recording or written tran-
script of the hearing shall be made 
available to the public. 

[48 FR 14264, Apr. 1, 1983, as amended at 49 
FR 17718, Apr. 24, 1984; 50 FR 6941, Feb. 19, 
1985; 54 FR 258, Jan. 4, 1989; 65 FR 30911, May 
15, 2000] 

§ 124.13 Obligation to raise issues and 
provide information during the 
public comment period. 

All persons, including applicants, 
who believe any condition of a draft 
permit is inappropriate or that the Di-
rector’s tentative decision to deny an 

application, terminate a permit, or 
prepare a draft permit is inappropriate, 
must raise all reasonably ascertainable 
issues and submit all reasonably avail-
able arguments supporting their posi-
tion by the close of the public com-
ment period (including any public 
hearing) under § 124.10. Any supporting 
materials which are submitted shall be 
included in full and may not be incor-
porated by reference, unless they are 
already part of the administrative 
record in the same proceeding, or con-
sist of State or Federal statutes and 
regulations, EPA documents of general 
applicability, or other generally avail-
able reference materials. Commenters 
shall make supporting materials not 
already included in the administrative 
record available to EPA as directed by 
the Regional Administrator. (A com-
ment period longer than 30 days may 
be necessary to give commenters a rea-
sonable opportunity to comply with 
the requirements of this section. Addi-
tional time shall be granted under 
§ 124.10 to the extent that a commenter 
who requests additional time dem-
onstrates the need for such time.) 

[49 FR 38051, Sept. 26, 1984] 

§ 124.14 Reopening of the public com-
ment period. 

(a)(1) The Regional Administrator 
may order the public comment period 
reopened if the procedures of this para-
graph could expedite the decision-
making process. When the public com-
ment period is reopened under this 
paragraph, all persons, including appli-
cants, who believe any condition of a 
draft permit is inappropriate or that 
the Regional Administrator’s tentative 
decision to deny an application, termi-
nate a permit, or prepare a draft per-
mit is inappropriate, must submit all 
reasonably available factual grounds 
supporting their position, including all 
supporting material, by a date, not less 
than sixty days after public notice 
under paragraph (a)(2) of this section, 
set by the Regional Administrator. 
Thereafter, any person may file a writ-
ten response to the material filed by 
any other person, by a date, not less 
than twenty days after the date set for 
filing of the material, set by the Re-
gional Administrator. 
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