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Environmental Protection Agency § 124.209 

(d) At the same time that you issue 
the public notice under this section, 
you must place the draft standardized 
permit (including both the uniform 
portion and the supplemental portion, 
if any), the Notice of Intent and sup-
porting documents, and the statement 
of basis or fact sheet in a location ac-
cessible to the public in the vicinity of 
the facility or at your office. 

§ 124.208 What are the opportunities 
for public comments and hearings 
on draft permit decisions? 

(a) The public notice that you issue 
under § 124.207 must allow at least 45 
days for people to submit written com-
ments on your draft permit decision. 
This time is referred to as the public 
comment period. You must automati-
cally extend the public comment pe-
riod to the close of any public hearing 
under this section. The hearing officer 
may also extend the comment period 
by so stating at the hearing. 

(b) During the public comment pe-
riod, any interested person may submit 
written comments on the draft permit 
and may request a public hearing. If 
someone wants to request a public 
hearing, they must submit their re-
quest in writing to you. Their request 
must state the nature of the issues 
they propose to raise during the hear-
ing. 

(c) You must hold a public hearing 
whenever you receive a written notice 
of opposition to a standardized permit 
and a request for a hearing within the 
public comment period under para-
graph (a) of this section. You may also 
hold a public hearing at your discre-
tion, whenever, for instance, such a 
hearing might clarify one or more 
issues involved in the permit decision. 

(d) Whenever possible, you must 
schedule a hearing under this section 
at a location convenient to the nearest 
population center to the facility. You 
must give public notice of the hearing 
at least 30 days before the date set for 
the hearing. (You may give the public 
notice of the hearing at the same time 
you provide public notice of the draft 
permit, and you may combine the two 
notices.) 

(e) You must give public notice of the 
hearing according to the methods in 
§ 124.207(a) and (b). The hearing must be 

conducted according to the procedures 
in § 124.12(b), (c), and (d). 

(f) In their written comments and 
during the public hearing, if held, in-
terested parties may provide comments 
on the draft permit decision. These 
comments may include, but are not 
limited to, the facility’s eligibility for 
the standardized permit, the tentative 
supplemental conditions you proposed, 
and the need for additional supple-
mental conditions. 

§ 124.209 What are the requirements 
for responding to comments? 

(a) At the time you issue a final 
standardized permit, you must also re-
spond to comments received during the 
public comment period on the draft 
permit. Your response must: 

(1) Specify which additional condi-
tions (i.e., those in the supplemental 
portion), if any, you changed in the 
final permit, and the reasons for the 
change. 

(2) Briefly describe and respond to all 
significant comments on the facility’s 
ability to meet the general require-
ments (i.e., those terms and conditions 
in the uniform portion) and on any ad-
ditional conditions necessary to pro-
tect human health and the environ-
ment raised during the public comment 
period or during the hearing. 

(3) Make the comments and responses 
accessible to the public. 

(b) You may request additional infor-
mation from the facility owner or oper-
ator or inspect the facility if you need 
additional information to adequately 
respond to significant comments or to 
make decisions about conditions you 
may need to add to the supplemental 
portion of the standardized permit. 

(c) If you are the Director of an EPA 
permitting agency, you must include in 
the administrative record for your 
final permit decision any documents 
cited in the response to comments. If 
new points are raised or new material 
supplied during the public comment pe-
riod, you may document your response 
to those matters by adding new mate-
rials to the administrative record. 
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