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NPDES permit which authorizes the 
discharge of pollutants. 

(c) If the director has insufficient in-
formation to determine prior to permit 
issuance that there will be no unrea-
sonable degradation of the marine en-
vironment pursuant to § 125.122, there 
shall be no discharge of pollutants into 
the marine environment unless the di-
rector on the basis of available infor-
mation, including that supplied by the 
applicant pursuant to § 125.124 deter-
mines that: 

(1) Such discharge will not cause ir-
reparable harm to the marine environ-
ment during the period in which moni-
toring is undertaken, and 

(2) There are no reasonable alter-
natives to the on-site disposal of these 
materials, and 

(3) The discharge will be in compli-
ance with all permit conditions estab-
lished pursuant to paragraph (d) of this 
section. 

(d) All permits which authorize the 
discharge of pollutants pursuant to 
paragraph (c) of this section shall: 

(1) Require that a discharge of pollut-
ants will: (i) Following dilution as 
measured at the boundary of the mix-
ing zone not exceed the limiting per-
missible concentration for the liquid 
and suspended particulate phases of the 
waste material as described in 
§ 227.27(a) (2) and (3), § 227.27(b), and 
§ 227.27(c) of the Ocean Dumping Cri-
teria; and (ii) not exceed the limiting 
permissible concentration for the solid 
phase of the waste material or cause an 
accumulation of toxic materials in the 
human food chain as described in 
§ 227.27 (b) and (d) of the Ocean Dump-
ing Criteria; 

(2) Specify a monitoring program, 
which is sufficient to assess the impact 
of the discharge on water, sediment, 
and biological quality including, where 
appropriate, analysis of the bioaccumu-
lative and/or persistent impact on 
aquatic life of the discharge; 

(3) Contain any other conditions, 
such as performance of liquid or sus-
pended particulate phase bioaccumula-
tion tests, seasonal restrictions on dis-
charge, process modifications, disper-
sion of pollutants, or schedule of com-
pliance for existing discharges, which 
are determined to be necessary because 
of local environmental conditions, and 

(4) Contain the following clause: In 
addition to any other grounds specified 
herein, this permit shall be modified or 
revoked at any time if, on the basis of 
any new data, the director determines 
that continued discharges may cause 
unreasonable degradation of the ma-
rine environment. 

§ 125.124 Information required to be 
submitted by applicant. 

The applicant is responsible for pro-
viding information which the director 
may request to make the determina-
tion required by this subpart. The di-
rector may require the following infor-
mation as well as any other pertinent 
information: 

(a) An analysis of the chemical con-
stituents of any discharge; 

(b) Appropriate bioassays necessary 
to determine the limiting permissible 
concentrations for the discharge; 

(c) An analysis of initial dilution; 
(d) Available process modifications 

which will reduce the quantities of pol-
lutants which will be discharged; 

(e) Analysis of the location where 
pollutants are sought to be discharged, 
including the biological community 
and the physical description of the dis-
charge facility; 

(f) Evaluation of available alter-
natives to the discharge of the pollut-
ants including an evaluation of the 
possibility of land-based disposal or 
disposal in an approved ocean dumping 
site. 

Subpart N—Requirements Appli-
cable to Cooling Water Intake 
Structures for New Offshore Oil 
and Gas Extraction Facilities 
Under Section 316(b) of the 
Act 

SOURCE: 71 FR 35040, June 16, 2006, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 125.130 What are the purpose and 
scope of this subpart? 

(a) This subpart establishes require-
ments that apply to the location, de-
sign, construction, and capacity of 
cooling water intake structures at new 
offshore oil and gas extraction facili-
ties. The purpose of these requirements 
is to establish the best technology 
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available for minimizing adverse envi-
ronmental impact associated with the 
use of cooling water intake structures 
at these facilities. These requirements 
are implemented through National Pol-
lutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permits issued under section 
402 of the Clean Water Act (CWA). 

(b) This subpart implements section 
316(b) of the CWA for new offshore oil 
and gas extraction facilities. Section 
316(b) of the CWA provides that any 
standard established pursuant to sec-
tions 301 or 306 of the CWA and applica-
ble to a point source shall require that 
the location, design, construction, and 
capacity of cooling water intake struc-
tures reflect the best technology avail-
able for minimizing adverse environ-
mental impact. 

(c) New offshore oil and gas extrac-
tion facilities that do not meet the 
threshold requirements regarding 
amount of water withdrawn or percent-
age of water withdrawn for cooling 
water purposes in § 125.131(a) must meet 
requirements determined by the Direc-
tor on a case-by-case, best professional 
judgement (BPJ) basis. 

(d) Nothing in this subpart shall be 
construed to preclude or deny the right 
of any State or political subdivision of 
a State or any interstate agency under 
section 510 of the CWA to adopt or en-
force any requirement with respect to 
control or abatement of pollution that 
is more stringent than those required 
by Federal law. 

§ 125.131 Who is subject to this sub-
part? 

(a) This subpart applies to a new off-
shore oil and gas extraction facility if 
it meets all of the following criteria: 

(1) It is a point source that uses or 
proposes to use a cooling water intake 
structure; 

(2) It has at least one cooling water 
intake structure that uses at least 25 
percent of the water it withdraws for 
cooling purposes as specified in para-
graph (c) of this section; and 

(3) It has a design intake flow greater 
than two (2) million gallons per day 
(MGD). 

(b) Use of a cooling water intake 
structure includes obtaining cooling 
water by any sort of contract or ar-
rangement with an independent sup-

plier (or multiple suppliers) of cooling 
water if the supplier or suppliers with-
draw(s) water from waters of the 
United States. Use of cooling water 
does not include obtaining cooling 
water from a public water system or 
the use of treated effluent that other-
wise would be discharged to a water of 
the U.S. 

(c) The threshold requirement that at 
least 25 percent of water withdrawn be 
used for cooling purposes must be 
measured on an average monthly basis. 
A new offshore oil and gas extraction 
facility meets the 25 percent cooling 
water threshold if, based on the new fa-
cility’s design, any monthly average 
over a year for the percentage of cool-
ing water withdrawn is expected to 
equal or exceed 25 percent of the total 
water withdrawn. 

(d) Neither this subpart nor Subpart I 
of this part applies to seafood proc-
essing vessels or offshore liquefied nat-
ural gas import terminals that are new 
facilities as defined in 40 CFR 125.83. 
Seafood processing vessels and offshore 
liquefied natural gas import terminals 
must meet requirements established by 
the Director on a case-by-case, best 
professional judgment (BPJ) basis. 

§ 125.132 When must I comply with 
this subpart? 

You must comply with this subpart 
when an NPDES permit containing re-
quirements consistent with this sub-
part is issued to you. 

§ 125.133 What special definitions 
apply to this subpart? 

In addition to the definitions set 
forth at 40 CFR 125.83, the following 
special definitions apply to this sub-
part: 

Cooling water means water used for 
contact or noncontact cooling, includ-
ing water used for equipment cooling, 
evaporative cooling tower makeup, and 
dilution of effluent heat content. The 
intended use of the cooling water is to 
absorb waste heat rejected from the 
process or processes used, or from aux-
iliary operations on the facility’s 
premises. Cooling water that is used in 
another industrial process either before 
or after it is used for cooling is consid-
ered process water rather than cooling 
water for the purposes of calculating 
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