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(e) Load or loading. An amount of
matter or thermal energy that is intro-
duced into a receiving water; to intro-
duce matter or thermal energy into a
receiving water. Loading may be either
man-caused (pollutant loading) or nat-
ural (natural background loading).

(f) Loading capacity. The greatest
amount of loading that a water can re-
ceive without violating water quality
standards.

(9) Load allocation (LA). The portion
of a receiving water’s loading capacity
that is attributed either to one of its
existing or future nonpoint sources of
pollution or to natural background
sources. Load allocations are best esti-
mates of the loading, which may range
from reasonably accurate estimates to
gross allotments, depending on the
availability of data and appropriate
techniques for predicting the loading.
Wherever possible, natural and
nonpoint source loads should be distin-
guished.

(h) Wasteload allocation (WLA). The
portion of a receiving water’s loading
capacity that is allocated to one of its
existing or future point sources of pol-
lution. WLAs constitute a type of
water quality-based effluent Ilimita-
tion.

(i) Total maximum daily load (TMDL).
The sum of the individual WLAs for
point sources and LAs for nonpoint
sources and natural background. If a
receiving water has only one point
source discharger, the TMDL is the
sum of that point source WLA plus the
LAs for any nonpoint sources of pollu-
tion and natural background sources,
tributaries, or adjacent segments.
TMDLs can be expressed in terms of ei-
ther mass per time, toxicity, or other
appropriate measure. If Best Manage-
ment Practices (BMPs) or other
nonpoint source pollution controls
make more stringent load allocations
practicable, then wasteload allocations
can be made less stringent. Thus, the
TMDL process provides for nonpoint
source control tradeoffs.

(J) Water quality limited segment. Any
segment where it is known that water
quality does not meet applicable water
quality standards, and/or is not ex-
pected to meet applicable water qual-
ity standards, even after the applica-
tion of the technology-based effluent
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limitations required by sections 301(b)
and 306 of the Act.

(k) Water quality management (WQM)
plan. A State or areawide waste treat-
ment management plan developed and
updated in accordance with the provi-
sions of sections 205(j), 208 and 303 of
the Act and this regulation.

(I) Areawide agency. An agency des-
ignated under section 208 of the Act,
which has responsibilities for WQM
planning within a specified area of a
State.

(m) Best Management Practice (BMP).
Methods, measures or practices se-
lected by an agency to meet its
nonpoint source control needs. BMPs
include but are not limited to struc-
tural and nonstructural controls and
operation and maintenance procedures.
BMPs can be applied before, during and
after pollution-producing activities to
reduce or eliminate the introduction of
pollutants into receiving waters.

(n) Designated management agency
(DMA). An agency identified by a WQM
plan and designated by the Governor to
implement  specific control rec-
ommendations.

[50 FR 1779, Jan. 11, 1985, as amended at 54
FR 14359, Apr. 11, 1989]

§130.3 Water quality standards.

A water quality standard (WQS) de-
fines the water quality goals of a water
body, or portion thereof, by desig-
nating the use or uses to be made of
the water and by setting criteria nec-
essary to protect the uses. States and
EPA adopt WQS to protect public
health or welfare, enhance the quality
of water and serve the purposes of the
Clean Water Act (CWA). Serve the pur-
poses of Act (as defined in sections
101(a)(2) and 303(c) of the Act) means
that WQS should, wherever attainable,
provide water quality for the protec-
tion and propagation of fish, shellfish
and wildlife and for recreation in and
on the water and take into consider-
ation their use and value for public
water supplies, propagation of fish,
shellfish, wildlife, recreation in and on
the water, and agricultural, industrial
and other purposes including naviga-
tion.

Such standards serve the dual purposes
of establishing the water quality goals
for a specific water body and serving as
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the regulatory basis for establishment
of water quality-based treatment con-
trols and strategies beyond the tech-
nology-based level of treatment re-
quired by sections 301(b) and 306 of the
Act. States shall review and revise
WQS in accordance with applicable reg-
ulations and, as appropriate, update
their Water Quality Management
(WQM) plans to reflect such revisions.
Specific WQS requirements are found
in 40 CFR part 131.

§130.4 Water quality monitoring.

(@ In accordance with section
106(e)(1), States must establish appro-
priate monitoring methods and proce-
dures (including biological monitoring)
necessary to compile and analyze data
on the quality of waters of the United
States and, to the extent practicable,
ground-waters. This requirement need
not be met by Indian Tribes. However,
any monitoring and/or analysis activi-
ties undertaken by a Tribe must be
performed in accordance with EPA’s
quality assurance/quality control guid-
ance.

(b) The State’s water monitoring pro-
gram shall include collection and anal-
ysis of physical, chemical and biologi-
cal data and quality assurance and con-
trol programs to assure scientifically
valid data. The uses of these data in-
clude determining abatement and con-
trol priorities; developing and review-
ing water quality standards, total max-
imum daily loads, wasteload alloca-
tions and load allocations; assessing
compliance with National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permits by dischargers; re-
porting information to the public
through the section 305(b) report and
reviewing site-specific monitoring ef-
forts.

[50 FR 1779, Jan. 11, 1985, as amended at 54
FR 14359, Apr. 11, 1989]

§130.5 Continuing planning process.

(a) General. Each State shall estab-
lish and maintain a continuing plan-
ning process (CPP) as described under
section 303(e)(3)(A)—(H) of the Act.
Each State is responsible for managing
its water quality program to imple-
ment the processes specified in the
continuing planning process. EPA is re-
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sponsible for periodically reviewing the
adequacy of the State’s CPP.

(b) Content. The State may determine
the format of its CPP as long as the
mininum requirements of the CWA and
this regulation are met. The following
processes must be described in each
State CPP, and the State may include
other processes at its discretion.

(1) The process for developing efflu-
ent limitations and schedules of com-
pliance at least as stringent as those
required by sections 301(b) (1) and (2),
306 and 307, and at least stringent as
any requirements contained in applica-
ble water quality standards in effect
under authority of section 303 of the
Act.

(2) The process for incorporating ele-
ments of any applicable areawide waste
treatment plans under section 208, and
applicable basin plans under section 209
of the Act.

(3) The process for developing total
maximum daily loads (TMDLs) and in-
dividual water quality based effluent
limitations for pollutants in accord-
ance with section 303(d) of the Act and
§130.7(a) of this regulation.

(4) The process for updating and
maintaining Water Quality Manage-
ment (WQM) plans, including schedules
for revision.

(5) The process for assuring adequate
authority for intergovernmental co-
operation in the implementation of the
State WQM program.

(6) The process for establishing and
assuring adequate implementation of
new or revised water quality standards,
including schedules of compliance,
under section 303(c) of the Act.

(7) The process for assuring adequate
controls over the disposition of all re-
sidual waste from any water treatment
processing.

(8) The process for developing an in-
ventory and ranking, in order of pri-
ority of needs for construction of waste
treatment works required to meet the
applicable requirements of sections 301
and 302 of the Act.

(9) The process for determining the
priority of permit issuance.

(c) Regional Administrator review. The
Regional Administrator shall review
approved State CPPs from time to time
to ensure that the planning processes
are consistent with the Act and this
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