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19 An aqueous sample may be collected and shipped without acid preservation. However, acid must be added at least 24
hours before analysis to dissolve any metals that adsorb to the container walls. If the sample must be analyzed within 24 hours
of collection, add the acid immediately (see footnote 2). Soil and sediment samples do not need to be preserved with acid. The
allowances in this footnote supersede the preservation and holding time requirements in the approved metals methods.

20To achieve the 28-day holding time, use the ammonium sulfate buffer solution specified in EPA Method 218.6. The allow-
ance in this footnote supersedes preservation and holding time requirements in the approved hexavalent chromium methods, un-
less this supersession would compromise the measurement, in which case requirements in the method must be followed.

21 Holding time is calculated from time of sample collection to elution for samples shipped to the laboratory in bulk and cal-
culated from the time of sample filtration to elution for samples filtered in the field.

22 Samples analysis should begin immediately, preferably within 2 hours of collection. The maximum transport time to the lab-
oratory is 6 hours, and samples should be processed within 2 hours of receipt at the laboratory.

23For fecal coliform samples for sewage sludge (biosolids) only, the holding time is extended to 24 hours for the following
sample types using either EPA Method 1680 (LTB-EC) or 1681 (A-1): Class A composted, Class B aerobically digested, and
Class B anaerobically digested.

[38 FR 28758, Oct. 16, 1973]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER citations affecting §136.3, see the List of CFR Sec-
tions Affected, which appears in the Finding Aids section of the printed volume and on GPO
Access.

§136.4 Application for alternate test nate test procedure to the effluents in
procedures. question.

(d) An application for approval of an
alternate test procedure for nationwide
use may be made by letter in triplicate
to the Alternate Test Procedure Pro-
gram Coordinator, Office of Science
and Technology (4303), Office of Water,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW., Wash-

(a) Any person may apply to the Re-
gional Administrator in the Region
where the discharge occurs for ap-
proval of an alternative test procedure.

(b) When the discharge for which an
alternative test procedure is proposed
occurs within a State having a permit
program approved pursuant to section jpoton, DC 20460. Any application for
402 of the Act, the applicant shall sub-  ap alternate test procedure under this
mit his application to the Regional Ad-  paragraph (d) shall:
ministrator through the Director of (1) Provide the name and address of
the State agency having responsibility e pesponsible person or firm making
for issuance of NPDES permits within  ¢ne gpplication.
such State. (2) Identify the pollutant(s) or pa-

(c) Unless and until printed applica- rameter(s) for which nationwide ap-
tion forms are made available, an ap- proval of an alternate testing proce-
plication for an alternate test proce- dure is being requested.
dure may be made by letter in trip- (8) Provide a detailed description of
licate. Any application for an alternate tpe proposed alternate procedure, to-
test procedure under this paragraph (¢) gether with references to published or
shall: other studies confirming the general

(1) Provide the name and address of applicability of the alternate test pro-
the responsible person or firm making cedure to the pollutant(s) or param-
the discharge (if not the applicant) and eter(s) in waste water discharges from
the applicable ID number of the exist- representative and specified industrial
ing or pending permit, issuing agency, or other categories.

and type of permit for which the alter- (4) Provide comparability data for
nate test procedure is requested, and the performance of the proposed alter-
the discharge serial number. nate test procedure compared to the

(2) Identify the pollutant or param- performance of the approved test pro-
eter for which approval of an alternate cedures.
testing procedure is being requested. [38 FR 28760, Oct. 16, 1973, as amended at 41
(3) Provide justification for using FR 52785, Dec. 1, 1976; 62 FR 30763, June 5,
testing procedures other than those 1997; 72 FR 11239, Mar. 12, 2007]
specified in Table I.
(4) Provide a detailed description of §136.5 Approval of alternate test pro-
the proposed alternate test procedure, cedures.
together with references to published (a) The Regional Administrator of
studies of the applicability of the alter- the region in which the discharge will
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occur has final responsibility for ap-
proval of any alternate test procedure
proposed by the responsible person or
firm making the discharge.

(b) Within thirty days of receipt of an
application, the Director will forward
such application proposed by the re-
sponsible person or firm making the

discharge, together with his rec-
ommendations, to the Regional Admin-
istrator. Where the Director rec-

ommends rejection of the application
for scientific and technical reasons
which he provides, the Regional Ad-
ministrator shall deny the application
and shall forward this decision to the
Director of the State Permit Program
and to the Alternate Test Procedure
Program Coordinator, Office of Science
and Technology (4303), Office of Water,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW., Wash-
ington, DC 20460.

(c) Before approving any application
for an alternate test procedure pro-
posed by the responsible person or firm
making the discharge, the Regional
Administrator shall forward a copy of
the application to the Alternate Test
Procedure Program Coordinator, Office
of Science and Technology (4303), Office
of Water, U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave.,
NW., Washington, DC 20460.

(d) Within ninety days of receipt by
the Regional Administrator of an ap-
plication for an alternate test proce-
dure, proposed by the responsible per-
son or firm making the discharge, the
Regional Administrator shall notify
the applicant and the appropriate
State agency of approval or rejection,
or shall specify the additional informa-
tion which is required to determine
whether to approve the proposed test
procedure. Prior to the expiration of
such ninety day period, a recommenda-
tion providing the scientific and other
technical basis for acceptance or rejec-
tion will be forwarded to the Regional
Administrator by the Alternate Test
Procedure Program Coordinator, Wash-
ington, DC. A copy of all approval and
rejection notifications will be for-
warded to the Alternate Test Proce-
dure Program Coordinator, Office of
Science and Technology (4303), Office of
Water, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW.,
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Washington, DC 20460, for the purposes
of national coordination.

(e) Approval for nationwide use. (1) As
expeditiously as is practicable after re-
ceipt by the Alternate Test Procedure
Program Coordinator, Washington, DC,
of an application for an alternate test
procedure for nationwide use, the Al-
ternate Test Procedure Program Coor-
dinator, Washington, DC, shall notify
the applicant in writing whether the
application is complete. If the applica-
tion is incomplete, the applicant shall
be informed of the information nec-
essary to make the application com-
plete.

(2) As expeditiously as is practicable
after receipt of a complete package,
the Alternate Test Procedure Program
Coordinator shall perform any analysis
necessary to determine whether the al-
ternate test procedure satisfies the ap-
plicable requirements of this part, and
the Alternate Test Procedure Program
Coordinator shall recommend to the
Administrator that he/she approve or
reject the application and shall also
notify the application of the rec-
ommendation.

(3) As expeditiously as practicable,
an alternate method determined by the
Administrator to satisfy the applicable
requirements of this part shall be pro-
posed by EPA for incorporation in sub-
section 136.3 of 40 CFR part 136. EPA
shall make available for review all the
factual bases for its proposal, including
any performance data submitted by the
applicant and any available EPA anal-
ysis of those data.

(4) Following a period of public com-
ment, EPA shall, as expeditiously as
practicable, publish in the FEDERAL
REGISTER a final decision to approve or
reject the alternate method.

[38 FR 28760, Oct. 16, 1973, as amended at 41
FR 52785, Dec. 1, 1976; 55 FR 33440, Aug. 15,
1990; 62 FR 30763, June 5, 1997; 72 FR 11239,
Mar. 12, 2007]

§136.6 Method modifications and ana-
lytical requirements.

(a) Definitions of terms used in this sec-
tion.

(1) Analyst means the person or lab-
oratory using a test procedure (analyt-
ical method) in this Part.

(2) Chemistry of the Method means the
reagents and reactions used in a test



