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(b) Agronomic rate is the whole sludge 
application rate (dry weight basis) de-
signed: 

(1) To provide the amount of nitrogen 
needed by the food crop, feed crop, fiber 
crop, cover crop, or vegetation grown 
on the land; and 

(2) To minimize the amount of nitro-
gen in the sewage sludge that passes 
below the root zone of the crop or vege-
tation grown on the land to the ground 
water. 

(c) Annual pollutant loading rate is the 
maximum amount of a pollutant that 
can be applied to a unit area of land 
during a 365 day period. 

(d) Annual whole sludge application 
rate is the maximum amount of sewage 
sludge (dry weight basis) that can be 
applied to a unit area of land during a 
365 day period. 

(e) Bulk sewage sludge is sewage 
sludge that is not sold or given away in 
a bag or other container for application 
to the land. 

(f) Cumulative pollutant loading rate is 
the maximum amount of an inorganic 
pollutant that can be applied to an 
area of land. 

(g) Forest is a tract of land thick with 
trees and underbrush. 

(h) Land application is the spraying or 
spreading of sewage sludge onto the 
land surface; the injection of sewage 
sludge below the land surface; or the 
incorporation of sewage sludge into the 
soil so that the sewage sludge can ei-
ther condition the soil or fertilize crops 
or vegetation grown in the soil. 

(i) Monthly average is the arithmetic 
mean of all measurements taken dur-
ing the month. 

(j) Other container is either an open or 
closed receptacle. This includes, but is 
not limited to, a bucket, a box, a car-
ton, and a vehicle or trailer with a load 
capacity of one metric ton or less. 

(k) Pasture is land on which animals 
feed directly on feed crops such as leg-
umes, grasses, grain stubble, or stover. 

(l) Public contact site is land with a 
high potential for contact by the pub-
lic. This includes, but is not limited to, 
public parks, ball fields, cemeteries, 
plant nurseries, turf farms, and golf 
courses. 

(m) Range land is open land with in-
digenous vegetation. 

(n) Reclamation site is drastically dis-
turbed land that is reclaimed using 
sewage sludge. This includes, but is not 
limited to, strip mines and construc-
tion sites. 

§ 503.12 General requirements. 
(a) No person shall apply sewage 

sludge to the land except in accordance 
with the requirements in this subpart. 

(b) No person shall apply bulk sewage 
sludge subject to the cumulative pol-
lutant loading rates in § 503.13(b)(2) to 
agricultural land, forest, a public con-
tact site, or a reclamation site if any of 
the cumulative pollutant loading rates 
in § 503.13(b)(2) has been reached. 

(c) No person shall apply domestic 
septage to agricultural land, forest, or 
a reclamation site during a 365 day pe-
riod if the annual application rate in 
§ 503.13(c) has been reached during that 
period. 

(d) The person who prepares bulk 
sewage sludge that is applied to agri-
cultural land, forest, a public contact 
site, or a reclamation site shall provide 
the person who applies the bulk sewage 
sludge written notification of the con-
centration of total nitrogen (as N on a 
dry weight basis) in the bulk sewage 
sludge. 

(e)(1) The person who applies sewage 
sludge to the land shall obtain infor-
mation needed to comply with the re-
quirements in this subpart. 

(2)(i) Before bulk sewage sludge sub-
ject to the cumulative pollutant load-
ing rates in § 503.13(b)(2) is applied to 
the land, the person who proposes to 
apply the bulk sewage sludge shall con-
tact the permitting authority for the 
State in which the bulk sewage sludge 
will be applied to determine whether 
bulk sewage sludge subject to the cu-
mulative pollutant loading rates in 
§ 503.13(b)(2) has been applied to the site 
since July 20, 1993. 

(ii) If bulk sewage sludge subject to 
the cumulative pollutant loading rates 
in § 503.13(b)(2) has not been applied to 
the site since July 20, 1993, the cumu-
lative amount for each pollutant listed 
in Table 2 of § 503.13 may be applied to 
the site in accordance with 
§ 503.13(a)(2)(i). 

(iii) If bulk sewage sludge subject to 
the cumulative pollutant loading rates 
in § 503.13(b)(2) has been applied to the 
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site since July 20, 1993, and the cumu-
lative amount of each pollutant ap-
plied to the site in the bulk sewage 
sludge since that date is known, the 
cumulative amount of each pollutant 
applied to the site shall be used to de-
termine the additional amount of each 
pollutant that can be applied to the 
site in accordance with § 503.13(a)(2)(i). 

(iv) If bulk sewage sludge subject to 
the cumulative pollutant loading rates 
in § 503.13(b)(2) has been applied to the 
site since July 20, 1993, and the cumu-
lative amount of each pollutant ap-
plied to the site in the bulk sewage 
sludge since that date is not known, an 
additional amount of each pollutant 
shall not be applied to the site in ac-
cordance with § 503.13(a)(2)(i). 

(f) When a person who prepares bulk 
sewage sludge provides the bulk sewage 
sludge to a person who applies the bulk 
sewage sludge to the land, the person 
who prepares the bulk sewage sludge 
shall provide the person who applies 
the sewage sludge notice and necessary 
information to comply with the re-
quirements in this subpart. 

(g) When a person who prepares sew-
age sludge provides the sewage sludge 
to another person who prepares the 
sewage sludge, the person who provides 
the sewage sludge shall provide the 
person who receives the sewage sludge 
notice and necessary information to 
comply with the requirements in this 
subpart. 

(h) The person who applies bulk sew-
age sludge to the land shall provide the 
owner or lease holder of the land on 
which the bulk sewage sludge is applied 
notice and necessary information to 
comply with the requirements in this 
subpart. 

(i) Any person who prepares bulk 
sewage sludge that is applied to land in 
a State other than the State in which 
the bulk sewage sludge is prepared 
shall provide written notice, prior to 
the initial application of bulk sewage 
sludge to the land application site by 
the applier, to the permitting author-
ity for the State in which the bulk sew-
age sludge is proposed to be applied. 
The notice shall include: 

(1) The location, by either street ad-
dress or latitude and longitude, of each 
land application site. 

(2) The approximate time period bulk 
sewage sludge will be applied to the 
site. 

(3) The name, address, telephone 
number, and National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System permit 
number (if appropriate) for the person 
who prepares the bulk sewage sludge. 

(4) The name, address, telephone 
number, and National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System permit 
number (if appropriate) for the person 
who will apply the bulk sewage sludge. 

(j) Any person who applies bulk sew-
age sludge subject to the cumulative 
pollutant loading rates in § 503.13(b)(2) 
to the land shall provide written no-
tice, prior to the initial application of 
bulk sewage sludge to a land applica-
tion site by the applier, to the permit-
ting authority for the State in which 
the bulk sewage sludge will be applied 
and the permitting authority shall re-
tain and provide access to the notice. 
The notice shall include: 

(1) The location, by either street ad-
dress or latitude and longitude, of the 
land application site. 

(2) The name, address, telephone 
number, and National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System permit 
number (if appropriate) of the person 
who will apply the bulk sewage sludge. 

§ 503.13 Pollutant limits. 

(a) Sewage sludge. (1) Bulk sewage 
sludge or sewage sludge sold or given 
away in a bag or other container shall 
not be applied to the land if the con-
centration of any pollutant in the sew-
age sludge exceeds the ceiling con-
centration for the pollutant in Table 1 
of § 503.13. 

(2) If bulk sewage sludge is applied to 
agricultural land, forest, a public con-
tact site, or a reclamation site, either: 

(i) The cumulative loading rate for 
each pollutant shall not exceed the cu-
mulative pollutant loading rate for the 
pollutant in Table 2 of § 503.13; or 

(ii) The concentration of each pollut-
ant in the sewage sludge shall not ex-
ceed the concentration for the pollut-
ant in Table 3 of § 503.13. 

(3) If bulk sewage sludge is applied to 
a lawn or a home garden, the con-
centration of each pollutant in the 
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