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or motor vehicle engines in the U.S. 
market. 

(8) Model year. The manufacturer’s 
annual production period (as deter-
mined by the Administrator) which in-
cludes January 1 of such calendar year; 
Provided, That if the manufacturer has 
no annual production period, the term 
‘‘model year’’ shall mean the calendar 
year in which a vehicle is modified. A 
certificate holder shall be deemed to 
have produced a vehicle or engine when 
the certificate holder has modified the 
nonconforming vehicle or engine. 

(9) Nonconforming vehicle or engine. A 
motor vehicle or motor vehicle engine 
which is not covered by a certificate of 
conformity prior to final or conditional 
importation and which has not been fi-
nally admitted into the United States 
under the provisions of § 85.1505, 
§ 85.1509 or the applicable provisions of 
§ 85.1512. Excluded from this definition 
are vehicles admitted under provisions 
of § 85.1512 covering EPA approved man-
ufacturer and U.S. Government Agency 
catalyst and O2 sensor control pro-
grams. 

(10) Original equipment manufacturer 
(OEM). The entity which originally 
manufactured the motor vehicle or 
motor vehicle engine prior to condi-
tional importation. 

(11) Original production (OP) year. The 
calendar year in which the motor vehi-
cle or motor vehicle engine was origi-
nally produced by the OEM. 

(12) Original production (OP) years old. 
The age of a vehicle as determined by 
subtracting the original production 
year of the vehicle from the calendar 
year of importation. 

(13) Running changes. Those changes 
in vehicle or engine configuration, 
equipment or calibration which are 
made by an OEM or ICI in the course of 
motor vehicle or motor vehicle engine 
production. 

(14) United States. United States in-
cludes the States, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands, Guam, American 
Samoa, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

(15) Useful life. A period of time/mile-
age as specified in part 86 for a noncon-
forming vehicle which begins at the 
time of resale (for a motor vehicle or 
motor vehicle engine owned by the ICI 

at the time of importation) or release 
to the owner (for a motor vehicle or 
motor vehicle engine not owned by the 
ICI at the time of importation) of the 
motor vehicle or motor vehicle engine 
by the ICI after modification and/or 
test pursuant to § 85.1505 or § 85.1509. 

(16) Working day. Any day on which 
Federal government offices are open 
for normal business. Saturdays, Sun-
days, and official Federal holidays are 
not working days. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[52 FR 36156, Sept. 25, 1987, as amended at 61 
FR 5842, Feb. 14, 1996; 70 FR 40430, July 13, 
2005] 

§ 85.1503 General requirements for im-
portation of nonconforming vehi-
cles and engines. 

(a) A nonconforming vehicle or en-
gine offered for importation into the 
United States must be imported by an 
ICI who is a current holder of a valid 
certificate of conformity unless an ex-
emption or exclusion is granted by the 
Administrator under § 85.1511 of this 
subpart or the vehicle is eligible for 
entry under § 85.1512. 

(b) Final admission shall not be 
granted unless: 

(1) The vehicle or engine is covered 
by a certificate of conformity issued in 
the name of the importer under part 86 
and the certificate holder has complied 
with all requirements of § 85.1505; or 

(2) The vehicle or engine is modified 
and emissions tested in accordance 
with the provisions of § 85.1509 and the 
certificate holder has complied with all 
other requirements of § 85.1509; or 

(3) The vehicle or engine is exempted 
or excluded under § 85.1511; or 

(4) The vehicle was covered originally 
by a certificate of conformity and is 
otherwise eligible for entry under 
§ 85.1512. 

(c) In any one certificate year (e.g., 
the current model year), an ICI may fi-
nally admit no more than the following 
numbers of nonconforming vehicles or 
engines into the United States under 
the provisions of § 85.1505 and § 85.1509, 
except as allowed by paragraph (e) of 
this section: 

(1) 5 heavy-duty engines. 
(2) A total of 50 light-duty vehicles, 

light-duty trucks, and medium-duty 
passenger vehicles. 
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(3) 50 highway motorcycles. 
(d) For ICIs owned by a parent com-

pany, the importation limits in para-
graph (c) of this section include impor-
tation by the parent company and all 
its subsidiaries. 

(e) An ICI may exceed the limits out-
lined paragraphs (c) and (d) of this sec-
tion, provided that any vehicles/en-
gines in excess of the limits meet the 
emission standards and other require-
ments outlined in the provisions of 
§ 85.1515 for the model year in which the 
motor vehicle/engine is modified (in-
stead of the emission standards and 
other requirements applicable for the 
OP year of the vehicle/engine). 

[52 FR 36156, Sept. 25, 1987, as amended at 70 
FR 40430, July 13, 2005] 

§ 85.1504 Conditional admission. 

(a) A motor vehicle or motor vehicle 
engine offered for importation under 
§ 85.1505, § 85.1509 or § 85.1512 may be con-
ditionally admitted into the United 
States, but shall be refused final ad-
mission unless: 

(1) At the time of conditional admis-
sion, the importer has submitted to the 
Administrator a written report that 
the subject vehicle or engine has been 
permitted conditional admission pend-
ing EPA approval of its application for 
final admission under § 85.1505, § 85.1509, 
or § 85.1512. This written report shall 
contain the following: 

(i) Identification of the importer of 
the vehicle or engine and the import-
er’s address and telephone number; 

(ii) Identification of the vehicle or 
engine owner and the vehicle or engine 
owner’s address, telephone number and 
taxpayer identification number; 

(iii) Identification of the vehicle or 
engine; 

(iv) Information indicating under 
what provision of these regulations the 
vehicle or engine is to be imported; 

(v) Identification of the place where 
the subject vehicle or engine will be 
stored until EPA approval of the im-
porter’s application to the Adminis-
trator for final admission; 

(vi) Authorization for EPA Enforce-
ment Officers to conduct inspections or 
testing otherwise permitted by the Act 
or regulations thereunder; 

(vii) Identification, where applicable, 
of the certificate by means of which 
the vehicle is being imported; 

(viii) The original production year of 
the vehicle; and 

(ix) Such other information as is 
deemed necessary by the Adminis-
trator. 

(b) Such conditional admission shall 
not be under bond for a vehicle or en-
gine which is imported under § 85.1505 
or § 85.1509. A bond will be required for 
a vehicle or engine imported under ap-
plicable provisions of § 85.1512. The pe-
riod of conditional admission shall not 
exceed 120 days. During this period, the 
importer shall store the vehicle or en-
gine at a location where the Adminis-
trator will have reasonable access to 
the vehicle or engine for his/her inspec-
tion. 

§ 85.1505 Final admission of certified 
vehicles. 

(a) A motor vehicle or engine may be 
finally admitted into the United States 
upon approval of the certificate hold-
er’s application to the Administrator. 
Such application shall be made either 
by completing EPA forms or by sub-
mitting the data electronically to 
EPA’s computer, in accordance with 
EPA instructions. Such application 
shall contain: 

(1) The information required in 
§ 85.1504(a); 

(2) Information demonstrating that 
the vehicle or engine has been modified 
in accordance with a valid certificate 
of conformity. Such demonstration 
shall be made in one of the following 
ways: 

(i) Through an attestation by the cer-
tificate holder that the vehicle or en-
gine has been modified in accordance 
with the provisions of the certificate 
holder’s certificate, and presentation 
to EPA of a statement by the appro-
priate OEM that the OEM will provide 
to the certificate holder and to EPA in-
formation concerning running changes 
to the vehicle or engine described in 
the certificate holder’s application for 
certification, and actual receipt by 
EPA of notification by the certificate 
holder of any running changes already 
implemented by the OEM at the time 
of application and their effect on emis-
sions; or 
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